THE BRITISH PTERIDOLOGICAL SOCIETY
AUTUMN MAILING 2014
Dear BPS Member
This year’s Autumn Mailing contains lots of information about the forthcoming activities of the British
Pteridological Society, plus a few reminders!
We have some new items for you to purchase and a competition to enter.
Please look carefully at the membership renewal notice and standing order forms – our bank account is with
the Natwest Bank, so please ensure that your bank is NOT sending your payment by standing order to the
Bank of Scotland!!!
Don’t forget to tell us (via the Membership Secretary, Alison Evans) of any changes to your home address,
phone number or email address, so that we can send you all our news!
Have you visited our new website? – There has been a lot of activity over the last few months.
All best wishes for 2015 and ‘Happy Ferning’!!

Gillian Smith
September 2014
gillsmith49@gmail.com or
treasurer@ebps.org.uk
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President’s Letter 2014
London
September 2014
Dear BPS members,
My first eighteen months as President ended on a high note. Our Society won Gold Medals for exhibits at two
shows – RHS Tatton Park, for “A Victorian Fernery”, and Southport Flower Show where the display also won
the Charles H. Curtis Prize for the exhibit of greatest horticultural and/or educational value. I congratulate the
exhibitors, led respectively by Michael Hayward and Yvonne Golding. Meanwhile in south London, a major
refurbishment of Avery Hill Gardens will incorporate a new fernery, possibly with a National Collection. Jude
Lawton is leading for the BPS in this project. As I tentatively suggested in last year’s Letter, ferns seem to have
become mainstream garden plants again.
Family commitments limited my attendance at field meetings, but in May Dorothy and I enjoyed excellent
company and fine weather at Capo di Ponte in the southern Dolomites. Our host and leader, Enzo Bona, and
his wife have an encyclopaedic knowledge of their native region, such that even non-ferners like Dorothy had
an enjoyable time in an area rich in (pre-)history. A full report will appear in the Bulletin. In June, roles were
reversed in the Czech Republic, with Dorothy attending an academic symposium at Hejnice in the Sudetenland
while I explored the surroundings for ferns, with some success. Although a nearby area was visited in 2007 by
some of our members, this was virgin fern territory for me.
In April I joined members of the BPS and the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) on the Lizard
Peninsula in Cornwall. Our aim was to repeat an earlier survey of Land Quillwort, Isoetes histrix, at its only
mainland site in Britain. Despite dire weather we managed to find new populations and confirm older ones. The
information will feed into the BSBI database and influence the conservation strategy for this threatened plant.
This exercise showed me the value of systematic field recording of abundance and habitat as well as presence/
absence. Recording, of course, is key to conservation which is one of the Society’s principal objectives. It is
also (weather permitting!) fun. With our Conservation Officer, Fred Rumsey, we are developing a strategy
which, I hope, will lead to a significant increase in knowledge of which ferns grow where, and why. I’d like to
encourage all of you, when you can, to go out and record. If we don’t, nobody else will!
With every good wish
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Spore Exchange 2015 – New arrangements for publishing the Spore List.
Previously the Spore List was initially only available to members who requested it from the organisers.
Additionally, we now plan to make the list available on the website as soon as it’s issued.
This means there are now three ways you can obtain the Spore List.
1. Members can request a paper copy of the list, either by returning the tear off slip below, or by sending us an
email to: Spores@eBPS.org.uk
2. You can also request an electronic version of the list using the same e-mail address. This will be sent as an
Adobe Acrobat ‘PDF’ attachment for you to print off or study on-screen.
3. In 2015 you will also be able view and/or download the list directly from the website at http://ebps.org.uk/
ferns/growing/spore-exchange/
The Spore list will be put on the website on 1st January 2015.
If you request by email, the list will also be sent to you on 1st January 2015.
If you request by post, the list will be posted to you such that it should arrive around the same date.
In order to allow for postage times from overseas, the distribution will begin approximately 2 weeks later
giving priority to: Overseas donors, UK donors, followed by Overseas members and UK members.
The closing deadline for receiving orders from the 2015 list will be 31st March 2015.
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR USA MEMBERS
Members in the USA requesting spores require a permit from their government.
Information and an application form (PPQ587) for the permit can be found at:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/permits/ppq_epermits.shtml
or by mail at:USDA-APHIS-PPQ, Permit Unit, 4700 River Road, Unit 133, Riverdale, MD 20737-1236
TEL: 1-877-770-5990; FAX: (301) 734-5786
..............................................................................................................................................................................
BPS Spore Exchange Scheme 2015 - Request for the Spore List
Name……………………………………………………………………………………………
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please send to:- Brian and Sue Dockerill, 19, Westfield Road, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan,
CF37 3AG, United Kingdom
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BPS Website
The new BPS Website is up and running and proving very popular. The address remains the same as before:
www.ebps.org.uk. Here you can find all the latest news and reports of Society activities, the full meetings
list (local, national and international – there are even location maps), an education section, advice on how to
grow ferns, and to identify them, where to see ferns, and where to buy them, and loads more, e.g. Howard
Matthews talks about the Forum below this article. Our thanks go to Anthony Pigott for setting up the original
site when society websites were rare (we’ve incorporated some of his material in the new site), and thanks
also to Andrew Leonard who has almost single-handedly built up the new site. But running a website is too
big a job for one person these days so we’ve set up a web team of five people to manage the content (Liz
Evans, Roger Golding, Bridget Laue, Andrew Leonard, and Frank McGavigan), and to make it as democratic
as possible we’re actively seeking contributions from you, the members. Contact us at webteam@ebps.org.
uk with your fern stories and news or become a blogger or join the Forum. We can put your contributions up
on the site for you or you may wish to control them yourself or even ‘own’ a page. You’ll need a little training
from us initially but it’s not difficult and very satisfying when you know how. We’d love to hear from you and
so would the wider membership.

Frank McGavigan
Aug 2014

Introducing the BPS Website Forum
The society’s website at http://ebps.org.uk/ is benefitting from a number of recent improvements, one of
which is the addition of a Forum. You will find a button for this on the right-hand end of the menu bar. Take
a look, you will see a comprehensive range of boards in which any topic connected with ferns can be posted.
Perhaps you have a query about a name or identification, possibly you have news of a course or meeting, or
maybe you’d like everyone to know about the beautiful new cultivar you have just raised. The possibilities are
endless. Membership is open to any person worldwide, but BPS members in particular are encouraged to set
things in motion by using and filling this new and currently empty facility. Just register first on a simple form,
then you can contribute to building this forum into a source of pleasure and information for all who have an
interest in ferns.

Howard Matthews
Aug 2014
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NEXT GENERATION PTERIDOLOGY

An International Conference on Lycophyte & Fern Research
13th Smithsonian Botanical Symposium
12th Symposium of the International Organization of Plant Biosystematists
1–5 June 2015 in Washington D.C.
National Museum of Natural History & United States Botanic Garden
With support from:
United States Botanic Garden
International Organization of Plant Biosystematists
International Association for Plant Taxonomy
Cuatrecasas Family Foundation
Smithsonian Institution - National Museum of Natural History - Department of
Botany
If you wish to be added to the distribution list for future announcements, please email: schuettpelze@si.edu
Outline of conference:
Monday, 1 Jun 2015
Symposium (of longer format talks) at the National Museum of Natural History
Evening reception and featured poster session at the United States Botanic Garden
Tuesday, 2 Jun 2015
Colloquia and other talks (shorter format)
Evening poster session at the NMNH
Wednesday, 3 Jun 2015
Colloquia and other talks (shorter format)
Workshops
Open evening
Thursday, 4 Jun 2015
Colloquia and other talks (shorter format)
Evening conference dinner at the NMNH
Friday, 5 Jun 2015
Local field trip(s)
For more information: http://botany.si.edu/sbs/

Bridget Laue
Sep 2014

FOUNDED 1891
Patron: HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES
Registered Charity No. 1092399
BPS official address: c/o Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD

MEETINGS PROGRAMME FOR 2015
Next year’s meeting programme is outlined below, and I urge you to show your appreciation to those people who have so
willingly and kindly offered to lead meetings by giving them your support. Could you please ensure that you notify me
of your intentions on the Meetings Reply Form provided before 1st February 2015 or as early as possible. This allows
meeting leaders to send information to you early and allows you to book in if necessary. After 1st February 2015, please
contact the leader of the meeting directly. Please be sure to include an SAE for each meeting where you require the
information in hard copy – an SAE is not necessary where you indicate that you are willing to receive the information
by e-mail. Should you at a later date be unable to attend, then please let the leader know so that starting times can be
adhered to. Please be patient however because although I collect details early from you, some leaders may not have the
full meeting details until later in the year.
The information here is as up to date as possible, and additional details are given in the “EXTRA DETAIL” note. In all
instances the leaders or contact points should be able to provide more information, but please do remember that they are
willing volunteers, and at this stage some of the meetings are still being planned. Any changes will be notified in the
Bulletin mailing, or on the Website and, of course, to those who fill in the reply form.
Both the Safety Code and the Code of Conduct are important documents; please be sure to sign to say that
you have read and understood them on the Meetings Return Form. This helps BPS to show that it is taking all
reasonable care with your safety and also taking a responsible attitude to conservation.
Please note that the AGM will be on Saturday 11 April 2015 at the Ness Botanic Gardens, Wirral.
Location

Leader

Date

Guernsey – as early booking was required, details were sent out
earlier in the year. The meeting is now fully booked.

Andrew Leonard
& Tim Pyner

27-30 March 2015

Annual General Meeting – Ness Botanic Gardens, Wirral.
A chance to visit this lovely subtropical garden in spring. In
addition to the main AGM business, the meeting will be themed
around ‘Ferns in Focus’ with talks on fern photography and fern
microscopy, and our own fern photographic competition.

Yvonne Golding

11 April 2015

BPS Website Training Day – an opportunity for you to find out
more about the new BPS website and how you can contribute to
it. Exact date and venue are yet to be decided.

BPS Website Training
Team

May 2015

Rob Cooke

20-21 June 2015

Jean-Luc Destombes
(contact: Pat Acock)

11-18 July 2015

Rutland – based in Stamford, we will visit a number of local
sites where we hope to find woodland and meadows species,
including adder’s tongue. Our records will be submitted for the
BSBI’s Atlas 2020 project.
Vercors & Verdon Gorge, SE France – this will be a chance to
spend 6 days exploring the ferns in Vercors National Park before
ending the trip in the Verdone Gorge to see Aspleniums.
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Oxfordshire – during this 1-day meeting, the Cultivar Group
is planning to visit Alistair Urquhart’s garden in Kidlington and
Nick Hards’ garden in Didcot. This will include seeing some
choice varieties of Polystichum setiferum.

Nick Hards

18 July 2015

Southport Flower Show, Southport – this is a chance for you to
help at the show, enthuse to the public about ferns and/or display
your ferns to try and win in various display categories.

Michael Hayward

August 2015

North Wales – to be based at Criccieth and over 4 full days,
the meeting will include a mixture of garden and wild sites,
depending on the weather!

Martin Rickard

4-7 September 2015

Autumn Indoor Meeting, Glasgow Botanic Gardens – this
will be our lead-in to the celebrations of BPS’s 125th anniversary
in 2016. The theme will be ‘Major Milestones in Pteridology’
with a number of talks on ‘fern science’ in the morning and ‘fern
growing’ in the afternoon.

Pat Acock

24 October 2015

REGIONAL MEETINGS
I can fully endorse all our regional groups. If you are a new member and fortunate to have a group near you, it is a
wonderful way of getting started and meeting fellow members of the Society. Many of our members travel miles to
attend many of the local groups. For details of additional meetings in the following areas, please contact the regional
organiser, or see their programmes on the BPS website (under ‘BPS’/‘Regional Groups’) or the on-line BPS Newsletter
(www.issuu.com/pterrythe-fern). If you have no group near you, you can always start one. The Meetings Secretary and
other regional leaders will always be willing to give advice.
Devon & Cornwall: Ian Bennallick, Lower Polmorla, St Wenn, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 5PE. 01726 890384
Cornwall@eBPS.org.uk
East Anglia: Tim Pyner,182 Southchurch Boulevard, Southend on Sea, Essex, SS2 4UX. 01702 580402
EastAnglia@eBPS.org.uk
Manchester & North Midlands: John Grue, Briarfield, Moss Lane, Broadbottom, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 6BD.
ManchesterNorthMidlands@eBPS.org.uk
North West England: Peter Campion, Lake View, Castle Hill, Bassenthwaite, Keswick, CA12 4RG. 017687 76272.
peter@petercampion.com or NorthWest@eBPS.org.uk
Scotland: Bridget Laue, 50 Liberton Brae, Edinburgh, EH16 6AF. Scotland@eBPS.org.uk
South East: Paul Ripley, 2 Station Villas, Station Road, Appledore, Kent, TN26 2DF. 01233 758410
SouthEast@eBPS.org.uk
South Wales & Borders: Brian & Sue Dockerill, 19 Westfield Road, Glyncoch, Pontypridd, Mid-Glam., CF37 3AG.
SouthWalesBorders@eBPS.org.uk
Wessex: Josephine Basil, 14 Royden Lane, Boldre, Hants. SO41 8PE. Wessex@eBPS.org.uk
Yorkshire: Bruce Brown, 4 Bank Parade, Otley, West Yorkshire, LS21 3DY. Yorkshire@eBPS.org.uk
Please note, if you are travelling or holidaying in one of the above regions you would be welcome to join in any of the
above region’s meetings. Contact the leader or see the website for a list of meetings.
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FURTHER FERN MEETINGS OF INTEREST.
Botanic Cornwall Group
The Botanic Cornwall Group have many meetings a year with a few having a definite fern input. Please contact Ian
Bennallick, address under Devon & Cornwall above.
The Field Studies Council
The Field Studies Council have a few fern specific courses. Course fees include tuition, use of library and other centre
facilities. Centre-organised transport and board and lodging are in simple but comfortable accommodation. In some
cases course members may be non-resident if they wish. Contact Preston Montfort Field Centre - tel: 01743 850380 for
a catalogue or information on all the field stations on the mainland.
NOTES FOR MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS
Please Read These Notes Carefully
If you are attending a meeting, send the reply slip to me before 1 February 2015. After this time, you will need to contact
the leader direct. The leader should make you aware of the Society’s Safety Code and Conservation Code of Practise. You
should read or have read these carefully. Copies are in the Bulletin and on our website. Early booking of accommodation
is advisable. Unless accommodation has been prearranged, members should make their own arrangements, but in case
of difficulty, please contact the leader.
Weekend and longer meetings normally begin with those attending having a get together on the evening proceeding
the meeting proper but it may not always be possible for leaders to be present so try to make yourself known to other
members.
Private cars are normally used during a field meeting. Arrangements may be possible to put people in need of lifts in
touch with drivers with spaces.
Plants should only be collected with permission of the leader of the meeting. All collecting must be within the relevant
conservation laws and the Society’s Code of Conduct.
Members attending meetings should be prepared for poor weather and muddy or rough conditions underfoot. Meetings
will normally go ahead regardless of the conditions. Walking boots or Wellingtons plus waterproof clothing are often
essential. Leaders will advise participants of any known unusually severe conditions that may be encountered.
Usually, you will need to bring a packed lunch, and the leader will advise if this is to be eaten in the field or back at the
car park.
Remember that the BPS meetings are arranged for your benefit, make the most of them. In particular, if you are a
relatively new member, don’t be afraid to ask questions. The leader and other members will be very happy to explain
things.
Important note for Minors
Minors (ie 16 years or under) can only attend meetings if accompanied by their parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s).
Bryan Smith
Meetings Secretary
September 2014
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EXTRA DETAIL FOR MEETINGS PROGRAMME 2015
BPS Website Training Day, May 2015
This will be an opportunity to spend a day learning how the BPS website works and how you can get involved
with it. Do not worry about your level of computer literacy, as you will be shown all you need to be able to
contribute. All you need is the desire. You can come for as little time or as much time as suits you. You can
be shown simple things, like how to login and how to use the forum, or more complex things like editing your
photos for the internet, uploading them and creating Blogs. If you are a Regional Organiser, you can be shown
how to update and maintain your meetings information on the website. Enthusiastic members can be shown
how to “own” a page or series of pages and maintain them. Everything is possible. The actual date and venue
have yet to be decided, but the event will only take place if there are sufficient participants.
Leaders: BPS Website Training Team Contact: Andrew Leonard.

Rutland, Saturday 20 - Sunday 21 June 2015
This will probably be the first time a BPS group has visited this area to explore ferns, and as well as the usual
woodland and meadow species, we particularly hope to see Ophioglossum vulgare. We will be based in
Stamford and our records will be submitted for the BSBI’s Atlas 2020 project.
Leader/Contact: Rob Cooke.

Vercors National Park and Verdon Gorge, SE France , 11-18 July 2015
We have Jean-Luc Destombes helping with the planning and hoping to come out in the field with us. Jean-Luc
has surgery pending at the moment, but has already contributed substantially to the early stages of planning.
He has worked for many years in Vercors and has a very good knowledge of the ferns. You can visit Jean-Luc’s
website at: http://www.com-nature.com/fougere-fern/
The tour is almost full as there have been two earlier notifications but we often have people dropping out at
this stage so there might be room for 3 more people. Please let Pat know if you are seriously interested and
that you are prepared to join a waiting list. The way most people will travel is to fly to Grenoble and hire/share
a car to travel to Vercors National Park. Some people will be travelling by road and meeting us there. We will
stay at Vercors for 6 nights and see a variety of ferns. On the 7th day, we will spend the morning travelling to
the Gorge of Verdon to see various Aspleniums including the celebrated Asplenium jahandiezii, which is not
closely related to any Asplenium in Western Europe. After a one night stay at a hotel part way back, we will
make an early start the following morning for an afternoon flight back from Grenoble.
Leader: Jean-Luc Destombes. Contact: Pat Acock (E-mail: pat.acock@btinternet.com)
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Oxfordshire, Saturday 18 July 2015
Following their success in 2014, the Cultivar Group is planning another 1-day national meeting. This time, it
will include visits to Alistair Urquhart’s garden in Kidlington and Nick Hards’ garden in Didcot. In particular,
this will be an opportunity to see some choice varieties of Polystichum setiferum.
Southport Flower Show, Thursday 13 – Sunday 16 August 2015
These dates are provisional and yet to be finalised. The Society will have a stand in the “Societies Tent”
promoting the BPS, demonstrating spore propagation and answering questions from visitors. There are also
a number of fern display categories where you could win prizes for your ferns. Please offer to help Michael
and the “Team” if you can; it is always fun and is a good way to promote ferns and introduce new people to
the Society.
Leader/Contact: Michael Hayward.
North Wales, Friday 4 - Monday 7 September 2015
Our base will be Criccieth and we will meet up for briefing on the evening of Thursday 3 September before
beginning our visits on the Friday. During the trip, we will visit a number of garden and wild sites, the exact
balance depending on the weather. The morning of Tuesday 8 September will be spent either heading home
or visiting another location en route.
Leader/Contact: Martin Rickard .
Autumn Indoor Meeting, Glasgow Botanic Gardens, 24 October 2015
This is a taster for the celebrations of BPS’s 125th anniversary in 2016. The theme will be ‘Major Milestones
in Pteridology’ with talks on ‘fern science’ in the morning and ‘fern growing’ in the afternoon.
Leader/Contact: Pat Acock.

FORWARD PLANNER FOR 2016
We have a couple of ideas for meetings in 2016 and these include:
The Lake District – a week-long trip with talks and visits to celebrate BPS’s 125th anniversary.
Snowdonia – also to fit in with the 125th anniversary.
North Somerset
However, if there are any places you would like us to include in future programmes, or better still if you would
like to lead a meeting (with plenty of support from a Meetings Sub-committee member!), please let me know.
Bryan Smith
Meetings@eBPS.org.uk
September 2014
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME REPLY FORM 2015
The Meetings Organisers will send you more information on the meetings you wish to attend. Apart from the AGM (for
which you will automatically receive information in the Bulletin mailing), this can be sent in hard copy format or by
e-mail. If you require hard copy, an SAE is required for each meeting, but if you want information by e-mail, include
your e-mail address in the address box. For the meetings you would like more information on, please write either “SAE”
or “e-mail” in the final column. Leave blank where you do not require further information.
Meeting

Comments

AGM & Spring Indoor Meeting, Ness
Botanic Gardens, Wirral, 11 April 2015

More Information
State “SAE”, or “e-mail” or
leave blank

Information to be sent out with
the Bulletin mailing

BPS Website Training Day,
May 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Rutland,
20-21 June 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Vercors & Verdon Gorge, France,
11-18 July 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Oxfordshire,
18 July 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Southport Flower Show,
August 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

North Wales,
4-7 September 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Autumn Indoor Meeting, Glasgow
Botanic Gardens, 24 October 2015

Hard copy or e-mail
documentation

Name and address (plus e-mail address if appropriate)

NB IF YOU HAVE COMPLETED ANY OF THE BOXES ABOVE, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM
OVERLEAF.
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MEETING ATTENDEE’S DECLARATIONS FOR 2015
Important:
The first two annual declarations below must be signed before attending meetings. Both documents referred to in the
declarations were printed in the Bulletin, Volume 7, Number 5 (2012), and are available on the BPS website (http://
ebps.org.uk/bps/meetings/). However, if you do not have access to either or both of the documents, you can request
hard copies (please send an SAE with your request). You will then be sent copies and asked to sign and return the
declaration(s). If you are 16 or under, the third annual declaration must also be signed before attending meetings.
I wish to attend one or more field meeting(s) of the British Pteridological Society during 2015 notwithstanding that this
may involve visiting terrain which is rough and potentially hazardous. I understand that it is a condition of my attending
a field meeting that I will be responsible at all times for my own safety and conduct, and that I will not jeopardise the
safety of the other members of the field meeting. I have recently read and I agree to abide by the “BPS Safety Code”.
Signed
Alternatively, please supply a copy of the BPS Safety Code

I have recently read and understood the “Code of Conduct for the Conservation and Enjoyment of Wild Plants” and I
agree to abide by its provisions.
Signed
Alternatively, please supply a copy of the Code of Conduct for the Conservation and Enjoyment of Wild Plants

I am 16 or under and will be accompanied by my parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s).
Signed

Date of birth

/

/

Please return completed form to Bryan Smith by 1 February 2015 at the latest, together with the appropriate number of
SAEs. Please mark the SAEs for meetings with the meeting venue. After this date, copies of this form and SAEs will not
be forwarded to the meeting leaders, so please then contact them directly.

Bryan Smith, Rookwood, 1 Prospect Road, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, NR32 3PT
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BPS Photographic Competition, 2015
Entry requirements and rules of the Competition
BPS wishes to encourage members to take good photographs of ferns and fern-related items, and make these
available for the enjoyment of other members and the general public. This annual competition is open to all
members of the Society who have an interest in photography and wish to share their fern images with others.
Entries (which must be previously unpublished photographs) will be displayed at the AGM, and winning
entries will be decided by members at the AGM. Winning entries will be included in a special feature in The
Pteridologist following the competition. In addition, and after judging, any or all of the competition entries
received may be displayed on the BPS website and in the Newsletter for general viewing. (All website images
will be downgraded in resolution prior to display to discourage unauthorised copying.). Some entries will also
be used in the annual BPS Fern calendar.
There are three classes in the 2015 competition.
Class One: Fern(s) in a natural (wild) landscape.
Class Two: Cultivated fern(s) in a house, greenhouse or garden.
Class Three: Item or object with a fern-related theme.
Images should be submitted in the form of digital images on a CD or DVD together with a printed copy
(approximately 6inch x 4 inch (15cm X 10 cm)). Digital images should be presented at high resolution in a
standard file format, such as JPEG or TIFF.
Prizes will be awarded for each class: first £30.00 and runner-up £10. In addition, the photograph judged to be
the finest from all three classes will receive an additional prize of £10.00.
Entries are restricted to a maximum of three photographs per class. All photographs and CD/DVD must be
clearly labelled with the photographer’s name, the identity of the fern(s) or item(s), as well as when and where
the photograph was taken. If possible digital images should be accompanied by the camera “Properties” file
normally associated with the taking of a photograph.
Submission: entries should be clearly marked ‘Photographic Competition 2015’ and sent to:
Prof. Roland Ennos
School of Biological, Biomedical and Environmental Sciences
University of Hull
Cottingham Road
Kingston-upon-Hull
HU6 7RX, UK
A suitable stamped addressed envelope for the return of photographs and CD/DVD should accompany all
entries, unless otherwise instructed by the entrant.
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Closing date for entries: 30th March 2015
Judging: entries will be judged by members at the AGM; each member will be allowed to cast two votes in
each class, for 1st and 2nd. The votes will be totalled at the AGM and the winners announced.

Whilst all possible care will be taken of the photographs received, The Society cannot accept responsibility
for the loss of, or damage to, entries sent through the post or subsequently handled by its members
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Pteridologist Always Needs You!
The Pteridologist needs articles. Have you got something in mind?
What we always need are horticultural based articles and interesting fillers that could just about be anything
‘ferny’. Is there anyone out there growing unusual ferns in their garden, growing ferns in unusual situations or
just simply finding that ferns grow unusually?
Have you any images of a ferny nature; house/road names, furniture, sculpture, etc that could be used as fillers
or even a short article?
Do you have a collection of cultivars that could be of interest?
Are you thinking of an article but would like some guidance or advice?
The deadline for the next edition is - 31st December 2014.
Contact the editor, Alec Greening. e.mail:alec.greening@virgin.net Tel: 01524 781624
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BPS MERCHANDISE
An order form was recently sent out with the Pteridologist mailing; there have been no changes since then.
You can now order and pay for merchandise through the BPS website where there are pictures of the items for
sale – go to http://ebps.org.uk/merchandise-2/
You can also print off another order form from the website if you wish to order through the post.
Please note that due to technical problems, no merchandise will be sent out before 8th December 2014. We apologise for
any inconvenience.

FOUNDED 1891
Patron: HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES
Registered Charity No. 1092399
BPS official address: c/o Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 3.

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 10

The Cultivation and Propagation of
British Ferns, by J. W. Dyce (1991),
41 pages. Price £5.00 each, plus UK
£1.50 postage & packing (£3.00 for p&p
Europe, £3.00 for rest of World).

THE OCCASIONAL PAPER OF THE BRITISH
PTERIDOLOGICAL SOCIETY 1875

This is a facsimile copy of the original
published by the forerunner of our society
with notes by Dr Michael Hayward and
includes a description of the Dryopteris.
BPS SPECIAL PUBLICATION No.11
This CD contains volume 1-9 of the British
Fern Gazette along with a listing of British
ferns by E J Lowe. Dr Hayward has hand
edited the set of files to allow accurate
searching with Adobe Reader and the
original photographic illustrations have
been enhanced. I am sure that this will be
an essential and very useful addition to all
Fern Society member’s collections. Price
£15 £1.50 postage & packing £2.50 for
p&p Europe, £3 for rest of World.

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 4.
The History of British Pteridology,
edited by J. M. Camus (1991), 127
pages. Price £4 each, plus UK £2.50
postage & packing (£3.50 for p&p
Europe, £3.50 for rest of World).

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 5.
(SALE ITEM!) The British Pteridological
Society, Abstracts and Reports, 18941905 (1991), 245 pages. Price £4 each,
plus £2.25 postage & packing (£3.50 for
p&p Europe, £3.50 for rest of World)..

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 6.
The BPS Minute Book CD (1891-1983),
Barry Wright (2002), 633 facsimile
pages. Price £10 each, plus £1.50 postage
& packing (£2.50 for p&p Europe, £2.50
for rest of World).

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 12

Who Found Our Ferns? tells the
story of the discovery of Britain’s
pteridophytes, from Saxon times to
2012. The lives of those who noticed,
collected and described our ferns,
horesetails, quillworts and clubmosses
are interwoven with accounts of
how, where and when they found
them. Includes historical accounts
supplemented by recent taxonomic
research of 85 taxa that grow wild
in Britain and Ireland, or have done
so in the past, with details of almost
all records before 1724, or later for
subsequent discoveries Price £15.
Postage £2 UK, £7 Europe, £8 Rest of
the World. The book is heavy!
SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 13
Just a few left!

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 9
FERN BOOKS, In English Published
Before 1900. Nigel Hall and Martin
Rickard. Price £15 each, plus UK £2.50
postage & packing (£4.50 for p&p
Europe, £4.50 for rest of World).

The scaly male ferns are fascinating
plants that many people have difficulty
in identifying. In his pictorial guide,
the late Ken Trewren illustrated and
explained the main distinguishing
features of many of the recognisable
forms covering the species, subspecies,
and hybrids that appear in Stace’s 2010
New Flora of the British Isles along with
some that have not yet been formally
named. Price £8.Postage £1.50 UK, £4
Europe, £4 Rest of the World.

Please note: Surface mail is used for “Rest of World” - please double the postage & packing cost if you require airmail.
This list is for current (May 2014) stock and supersedes all previous lists.

FOUNDED 1891
Patron: HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES
Registered Charity No. 1092399
BPS official address: c/o Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD

Please send me copies of the following Special Publications:Special Publication 3
Special Publication 4
Special Publication 5
Special Publication 6
Special Publication 9
Special Publication 10
Special Publication 11
Special Publication 12
Special Publication 13
Name ……………………………………………
Address ………………………………………….
……………………………………………………

Please note that due to technical difficulties
the Special Publications service will be
unavailable from 17th October until 11th
December. We apologise for any
inconvenience.

……………………………….. Postcode ………..
Cheques should be made payable to The British Pteridological Society. Eurocheques are NOT acceptable.
From overseas by UK Cheque drawn on British Bank.
Another convenient method of payment for members abroad is an International Girobank Order in Sterling
Payment in pounds sterling payable to ‘The British Pteridological Society’ and sent to the address below.
Credit card payments can still be made through PayPal
Payment by PayPal: a small charge will be taken to cover costs to the Society (see below);
for PayPal you will require an e-mail address you do NOT need a PayPal account.
By Bank transfer credit - NatWest bank 53- 81- 16 Account No. 82258813
BIC – NWBK GB 2L
IBAN – GB06 NWBK 5381 1682 2588 13

Total Amount for Publications................................................£...........................
If PayPal payment (5% of total to be added).......................... £..........................
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED.............................£........................................
PAYPAL PAYMENT

Please send me a PayPal invoice. My e-mail address is:-

.........................................................................
Please send orders to:- Pat Acock, 13 Star Lane, St Mary Cray, Kent England BR5 3LJ
Or e-mail: BackNumbers@eBPS.org.uk
FOUNDED 1891
Patron: HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES
Registered Charity No. 1092399
BPS official address: c/o Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD

Subscriptions for 2015

Our membership rates are unchanged for 2015, but we have had to revise our postal charges for overseas members
because of the increased costs of postage – please see below.
Payment methods:


By cheque - please send the appropriate amount with this form to: Dr Alison J Evans, Springfield House,
Salterforth Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancs., BB18 6NE, U.K.



By standing order – if you already pay by standing order to our NatWest account, you don’t need to do
anything. A standing order form is enclosed for Members who wish to change to this method, and for those
Members who still have a standing order to our old Bank of Scotland account.



By PayPal on the BPS website: under the ‘Membership’ menu, click on the small green link to the PayPal
page and follow the instructions. A small charge of 5% is made to cover PayPal costs.



Direct payment through your bank account using either BIC – NWBKGB2L or IBAN – GB06 NWBK
538116 82258813, or for overseas members, by way of an International Girobank Order in Sterling.
Subscription and postage rates:
Full Personal Members

£25.00

[ ]

Optional Members not receiving the Fern Gazette

£21.00

[ ]

Student Members (full-time students)

£12.50

[ ]

Family Members (spouse / partner)

£2.50 extra

[ ]

Subscribers (Universities, Libraries, and other institutions)

£42.00

[ ]

Donation

£………

Overseas members please select correct postage:
Postage to Europe: Full Members, Students, Subscribers

£10.00

[ ]

Postage to Europe: Optional Members

£6.00

[ ]

Full Members, Students, Subscribers

£12.00

[ ]

Optional members

£8.00

[ ]

Full Members, Students, Subscribers

£6.00

[ ]

Optional Members

£4.00

[ ]

Total amount:

£………

Name:

Email address:

Postage outside Europe - airmail:

Postage outside Europe – surface mail (takes 8 weeks)

Address:

BRITISH PTERIDOLOGICAL SOCIETY STANDING ORDER
Part 1 Please complete and send this section to your own bank.

To ..................................................................................................……………………………..………………................... Bank
Address of Bank

..........................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please pay to Natwest Bank, 53 London Road North, Lowestoft NR32 1BJ
(Branch code no. 53 - 81 - 16), the sum of £ ...............………................. for credit to the account of the British
Pteridological Society, Account No. 82258813 on (date of first payment)
...............................................................……..……………., and make

similar payments on the 1st January / 1st

February* of each year until further notice,
from my account no. .......................…………………………..............
This order cancels any previous order in favour of the British Pteridological Society.
Signed

.............................................................................……………

Date

...............................................................................

Name (Block letters) .................................................................................................................................................................
Address

................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

STANDING ORDER
Part 2 Please complete and return this section to:
Dr A.J. Evans, Springfield House, Salterforth Road, Earby, Lancs. BB18 6NE.
Name (Block letters) ..................................................................................................................................................................
Address

................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

E-mail address ................................................................................................................................................................................
Membership Category: Full/Optional/Family/Student/Subscriber/Airmail*
Bank .....................................................................……………………… Branch code no. ..…....... / .....….... / .….........
Value of Standing Order £ ...................................................................................................................................................
Date of first payment

...............................................................................................................................................................

(subsequently payable annually on 1st January / 1st February* until further notice)
Signed ......................................................................……………… Date .....................................................................................

* delete as appropriate

Are you a UK tax payer? If yes then please take a few minutes to complete this.
Using Gift Aid means that for every pound you give, the BPS receives an extra 20
pence from the Inland Revenue, helping your subscription go further.
The following table tells you what the BPS can get from the Inland Revenue as long
as subscriptions are made through Gift Aid.
Full members £5.00
Members not taking Fern Gazette £4.20 Family
members additional payment £0.50 Students £2.50
Imagine what a difference that could make, and it does not cost you a thing.
So if you want your subscription to go further, Gift Aid it. Just complete this form and
send it back to us. It’s as simple as that!
First Name
Surname
Address

Postcode
Signature
I want all subscriptions I’ve made since 6 April 2002 and all subscriptions in the
future to be Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise.

To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount we
will claim in the tax year.
Please note no Gift Aid can be claimed if your subscription to the Society is claimed against tax.
Please return this form to: Gift Aid Secretary, Alison Evans, Springfield House, Salterforth Road, Earby,
Barnoldswick, Lancs. BB18 6NE
Please note that it is not necessary to fill in a Gift Aid form every year – these forms are retained by the Gift Aid
Secretary and used year after year.
Registered Charity No. 1092399
Revised Sept 2014

