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The pasture of Font d'Urle is a site managed by the Drôme department under its policy of protection and 

development of sensitive natural areas. It is also a summer and winter departmental resort for multi-mountain 

activities. 
 

The Plateau of Font d'Urle can be likened to a wide valley with a flat bottom, corresponding to a broad 

syncline limited by the west anticline of Saint-Julien-en-Quint and the east anticline of Puy de la Gagère. The 

southern edge of the plateau is formed by 300 m vertical cliffs, from where you can have an amazing view 

toward the Diois and in the distance to the Provencal Drome. 
 

This plateau is an interesting site where to observe spectacular and unusual limestone formations globally 

known as a "Karst".  

Indeed all over the site, bedrock is formed by strong limestone layers with Urgonian facies, tabular and 

virtually horizontal. They are highly fractured leading to rapid absorption of rain water. Under the action of 

water, fissure networks are widened mainly by chemical corrosion, giving characteristic scenery called a 

lapiaz. Under your feet, several underground networks are now known, totalizing more than a hundred km of 

pits, passages, cavities and chambers. For more information, see the booklet “Font d’Urle Plateau, the Karst 

Track”, available in English at the Tourist Office. 
 

Located at an altitude of about 1500-1600 m, the Font d'Urle open pasture has been shaped by centuries of 

pastoral activity and its related intense grazing. It is characterized by alpine grass and juniper, heather and 

blueberry moors. 

Pteridophytes can be found in areas with little pressure from grazing, offering shelters, shade, enough soil 

and humidity. Such places are present in large numbers near typical karstic forms: bare limestone pavements 

with deep grykes, sink-holes and dolines, shaft and cave entrances, fissured isolated boulders, steep rough 

rubble slopes, screes … 

 

 

 

 

Pteridophytes already identified on Font d’Urle plateau (database of the Conservatoire Botanique 

National Alpin) : 
 

Asplenium ramosum L. 

Asplenium trichomanes L. subsp.hastatum, à rechercher 

Asplenium trichomanes L. subsp. pachyrachis (Christ) Lovis & Reichst. 

Asplenium trichomanes L. subsp. quadrivalens D.E. Meyer 

Athyrium distentifolium Tausch ex Opiz 

Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth 

Botrychium lunaria (L.) Swartz 

Cystopteris alpina (Lam.) Desv. 

Cystopteris fragilis (L.) Bernh. 

Dryopteris affinis (Lowe) Fraser-Jenkins subsp. borreri (Newman) Fraser-Jenkins 

Dryopteris dilatata (Hoffm.) A. Gray 

Dryopteris filix-mas (L.) Schott 

Dryopteris villarii (Bellardi) Schinz & Thell. 

Gymnocarpium robertianum (Hoffm.) Newman 

Polypodium vulgare L. 

Polystichum aculeatum (L.) Roth 

Polystichum lonchitis (L.) Roth 

Meeting and starting point: Font d’Urle parking 


