
Dear Plant Society Members 
 
There are several events coming up in the next few months either involving or 
organised by various Plant Societies and members. 
 
Please, if you can, do forward this to all your members for their interest, and don’t 
forget if you have any events you’d like to publicise via this newsletter just let me 
know. 

 

 
Friday 6th May - ‘Tulips and Other 
Bulbs’ (See full details below) 
Meet the experts from the RHS Bulb 
Committee. Part of the Forde Abbey 
Tulip Festival  
 

 
 
 

 
First week in May: There are just 5 places left on the 

Mediterranean Plants and Gardens garden tour (Sunday 
10 July – Thursday 14 July).  Booking closes early in May so 
if you would like to book your place to visit some lovely & 
fascinating gardens please contact Heather Martin Heather 
on hma@clara.net as soon as possible.  
The tour features gardens with Mediterranean and exotic 
plants as well as beautiful classic English gardens. Members 
are invited to arrive on Sunday afternoon 10 July for the 
MPG AGM and dinner. All meals, garden entrances and 
accommodation are included.  (See full details below) 
 

 
 

11th & 12th June - The 
Summer Ornamental Plant 
Competition at Hyde Hall - all 

are welcome to take part.  There 
are classes for Roses, summer 
interest trees and shrubs and 
summer perennials – Full details of 
classes are below.  

 
Entry is free, for more details please contact Georgina Barter on 020 7821 3142 or 
georginabarter@rhs.org.uk or see  www.rhs.org.uk/HorticulturalCompetitions 
 

 

mailto:hma@clara.net
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June 18th & 19th 
Plant Society show, RHS Gardens Wisley 
18 of our plant societies and groups will be putting on a wonderful exhibition over this 
weekend – including competitions, plant sales, pruning masterclasses and the 
chance for all visitors to win a selection of plants from the exhibitors.  Any members 
of an exhibiting society who are not RHS members can get a reduced entry of £8.40 
for one person on either day with proof of 2016 plant society membership – so if you 
fancy a day out at Wisley in June, even if your society isn’t taking part this year, why 
not come along to support those that are.   The exhibiting societies for 2016 are:  
 

Alpine Garden Society 
Australasian Plants Society 
British Cactus & Succulent Society 
British Clematis Society 
British Conifer Society 
British Hosta & Hemerocallis Society 
British Pteridological Society 
Cyclamen Society 
Delphinium Society 
Hardy Plant Society 
Heather Society 
Hebe Society 
National Dahlia Society 
National Sweet Pea Society 
National Vegetable Society 
RHS Rhododendron, Camellia & Magnolia Group 
Sutton Bonsai Society 
Thames Valley Orchid Society 
 

 

  



30th July 2016 Herb Society Summer Gathering and AGM at Cressing 

Temple, Essex 

Call for Exhibitors 

The Herb Society is  looking forward to a fantastic 
summer gathering and AGM in 2016 at Cressing 
Temple.   

Among Cressing Temple’s gardens, the Walled 
Garden is faithfully reconstructed as a Tudor 
pleasure garden, one of few in the country, and features a fascinating collection of 
herbs commonly grown in 1600.  The Herb Society will be the guests of The Friends 
of Cressing Temple Gardens for the day and Herb Society members will be given 
free attendance to both the AGM and the Healthy Living Fair taking place on the 
same day. 

To coincide with the Herb Society gathering on the weekend of 30 and 31 July, 
Cressing is holding a Healthy Living and Wellbeing Fair and are looking for 
herb related traders to take part. 

The Herb Society is already taking a stand to reflect the Tudor Herb Garden and it would be 
great if there could be a variety of exhibitors exploring all things herby.   

There is a small charge for a pitch, prices start at £40.  If you would like to exhibit then 
further details and an exhibitors’ pack can be obtained from Gemma Clayton, 0333 013 8156 
gemma.clayton@essex.gov.uk .  Please could you also copy in Sue Hughes 
nwherbsociety@gmail.com so that the Trustees can maintain contact and promote members 
who are taking a pitch. 
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‘Tulips and Other Bulbs’ 
Meet the experts from the RHS Bulb Committee 

 
Part of the Forde Abbey Tulip Festival 6th May 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 20,000 tulips will be in bloom at the Forde Abbey Tulip Festival which runs from 30th 
April - 15th May with spectacular swathes of colour to enjoy in the borders and grounds of 
this former Cistercian monastery. 
 
As part of the festival, experts from the RHS Bulb Committee are running a day of Q and A 
talks on Friday 6th May on the theme of tulips and bulbs which compliment them in the 
garden from Spring to Summer. 

 
Timetable 

 
10.30am Growing lilies and fritillaries from seed by Nuala Sterling (RHS Lily Group} 

with illustrations of lily species and instructions 
 

A display of English Florist Tulips from the Wakefield & NW England Tulip 
Society 

 
11.30 Bulbs throughout the year, an informal talk by Christine Skelmersdale of 

Broadleigh Gardens, plus ‘Identify the Bulb’ competition 
 
12.30 Choosing and growing tulip bulbs, Q&A with Chris Blom of Bloms Bulbs 

(blomsbulbs.com) 
 
Lunch 
 
2pm Q&A session on bulbs with Christine Skelmersdale, (broadleighbulbs.co.uk), 

Alan Street, (avonbulbs.co.uk), Chris Blom (blomsbulbs.com), Matt 
Bishop(Galanthus enthusiast) and Nuala Sterling (rhslilygroup.org) – plus 
‘Identify the Bulb’ competition. 

 
 
To book: Telephone 01460 220231, £12 admission, £10 RHS members, to include 
admission to the gardens and a cup of tea and slice of cake. 

  



Mediterranean Plants and Gardens garden tour – Itinerary: 

(Sun 10 July – Thurs 14 July) 

 

The first day of the garden tour, Monday 11 July, will start with a visit to Felbrigg, a 

National Trust property whose gardens contain a range of plants including some from 

Australia, New Zealand and South America. We will be shown round by head gardener Tina 

Hammond. 

http://www.explorenorfolkuk.co.uk/felbrigg-hall.html  

 

From there we go to Thorpland Hall, near Fakenham, owned by Nigel and Annabel Savory. 
This garden is gentle, old-fashioned, and full of charm and atmosphere. The house is 
spectacular, with gorgeous chimneys. 
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=32141  
 
The final visit on Monday is to Corpusty Mill, owned by Roger Last who will be happy to 

answer questions. This is a garden of several parts, developed over years, and has follies, 

water features and a meadow. 

www.corpustymillgarden.co.uk 

 

On Tuesday we will visit a striking, formal and stylish two-acre garden, and be shown round 

by the owner, garden designer George Carter. This is Silverstone Farm where many details 

have reference to the past. Look out for interesting gates and fences. 

http://georgecartergardens.co.uk/silverstone-farm  

 
We’ll go on to Dale Farm near Dereham which has a two-acre garden with a large spring-fed 
pond. There is also a gravel garden, kitchen garden and an orchard. 
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=22394 
 
A contrast to all the gardens is found at the Urban Jungle Nursery where we will finish the 
day on Tuesday, seeing some fascinating plants 
http://www.urbanjungle.uk.com/ 
 
Wednesday starts with our visit to East Ruston Old Vicarage the superb 42-acre garden owned 
by Alan Gray and his partner Graham Robeson. They made the garden from rough pasture 
surrounding what was a dilapidated house close to the sea. The beautiful and unusual planting is 

exceptional and the garden is maintained immaculately.  As it is so special we will be there for 
the whole morning finishing with lunch.  
http://www.e-ruston-oldvicaragegardens.co.uk/pages/view/564/home.htm 
On our way back to Norwich in the afternoon we’ll visit Hoveton Hall. The walled garden 
and water garden are interesting and the head horticulturist, Dr Stewart Wright, has a 
particular interest in salvias and strobilanthes. 
http://www.e-ruston-oldvicaragegardens.co.uk/pages/view/564/home.htm 
http://www.hovetonhallestate.co.uk/Gardens.html 
 
On the final morning of the tour we’ll take a short walk – because the hotels are so centrally 
located in Norwich – to the Bishop’s Garden where we will be shown round by head 
gardener Simon Gaches 
http://www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk/england/item/bishop-s-house-garden.html  

 

http://www.explorenorfolkuk.co.uk/felbrigg-hall.html
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=32141
http://www.corpustymillgarden.co.uk/
http://georgecartergardens.co.uk/silverstone-farm
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/garden.aspx?id=22394
http://www.urbanjungle.uk.com/
http://www.e-ruston-oldvicaragegardens.co.uk/pages/view/564/home.htm
http://www.hovetonhallestate.co.uk/Gardens.html
http://www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk/england/item/bishop-s-house-garden.html


Except where otherwise stated the prizes will be as follows: 

 First Prize, £10          Second Prize, £6                      Third Prize, £4 

 

Restriction in size: Entries in all classes must be no larger than 2½’ x 2½’ 
 

Section 1 Roses 
Class 1  Three stems of cluster flowered roses, one or more varieties, in 

one vase 
 

Class 2 Three blooms of large flowered roses, three different varieties, in 
one vase 

 

Class 3 One specimen bloom of a large flowered rose, one vase. 

 
Class 4 One stem of a cluster flowered rose, one vase. 

 
Class 5 Three stems of a species rose, one variety, one vase. 
 

Class 6        A pot grown miniature rose 
 

Class 7 A vase of mixed roses, arranged for decorative effect, own vase to 
be used, to fit in an area of 3x3ft 

 

Section 2 – other ornamental plants 
Class 8            A tree or shrub in bloom, one vase. 

 

Class 9            A tree or shrub shown for its ornamental foliage, one vase. 

 

Class 10          Clematis, one species or hybrid, three flowers, in one vase. 

 
Class 11  Three hardy herbaceous plants of different genera in bloom, one vase of 

each 

       First Prize, £25; Second £18; Third, £12. 
 

Class 12          A hardy herbaceous perennial, including bulbs, in bloom, one vase,    

(mixed cultivars permitted) 

 

Class 13          Mixed hardy herbaceous plants (at least 5 genera to be represented),       

                        one vase  

 

Class 14          Mixed hardy herbaceous plants (of a single genus), one vase  

                        (mixed cultivars permitted) 

 

Class 15          An annual or biennial in bloom one vase. 

 

Class 16        A pot, pan or vase of bulbs grown under glass or otherwise. (Mixed 

cultivars permitted). 

 

THE SUMMER ORNAMENTAL  PLANT  COMPETITION 

SATURDAY 11th June AND SUNDAY 12th June 2016 

 


