
A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHORS

Michael Kessler was born and grew up in Peru where he spent much of his childhood
chasing birds across the forest and mountains of the country. He studied biology at the
University of Göttingen, Germany from 1986 onwards, culminating with his PhD thesis
on the taxonomy, ecology, and biogeography of the high-Andean tree genus Polylepis
(Rosaceae) in 1995. He then shifted his focus to the plant diversity of tropical montane
forests, and, inspired by the work of Hanna Tuomisto in Amazonia, picked ferns as a
study group. Over the years, ferns have become the main focus of his work, with research
mainly on diversity patterns and ecology, but also numerous taxonomic studies,
especially on Bolivian ferns. Since 2008, he has worked as scientific curator of the
botanical garden and researcher at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. Currently, his
fern work is mainly concerned with understanding the evolutionary and ecological
processes that determine the richness and composition of fern assemblages, involving
fieldwork in, e.g., Mexico, the Andes, Uganda, Indonesia, and New Guinea. Other
projects involve studies on the diversification of bromeliads and palms in the neotropics
and the flora of the canton of Zurich in Switzerland.
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Marcus Lehnert was born on 1 October 1975 in Neutstadt/Ostholstein, Germany. He
attended Göttingen University, where he received his Diplom (M.S. equivalent) in 2002
and his Ph.D. in 2007. His research was based first at the Albrecht-von-Haller Institute
for Plant Sciences, Göttingen (2000–2007), with interludes at the Instituto de Ecología,
Universidad Mayor de San Andres, La Paz, Bolivia (2002–2003) and the University of
California, Berkeley (2006–2007). From 2008-2012, he was employed as a Postdoctoral
Researcher in the Botany Department of the State Museum for Natural History in
Stuttgart. Since 2013 he has been a research assistant at the Nees Institute for Plant
Biodiversity, University Bonn. His research interest focuses on the taxonomy, phylogeny,
and floristics of ferns but also includes mycorrhiza, general biogeography, and the
systematics of several angiosperm families. For his fieldwork, he has visited among
others Puerto Rico, Panama, Peru, Argentina, Brazil, and several times Ecuador,
Colombia, Bolivia and New Guinea. Marcus Lehnert is currently working on a large-
scale projects focusing on the use of DNA barcoding for the rapid assessment of
biodiversity (Accelaration of Biodiversity Assessment—ABA Ecuador and German
Barcode of Life-GBoL). He has contributed his taxonomical expertise on scaly tree ferns
(Cyatheaceae) to floral projects like “Catálogo de las Plantas Vasculares del Cono Sur”
and “Ferns of Bolivia.”


