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We are still in the grip of this virus, hopefully none of you have caught it. Although restrictions are being 
slowly lifted the question is, will they be lifted enough to allow any meetings this year, or, given the age 
profile of the membership, putting many of us in the higher risk categories, what level of risk are we, pre-
pared to put ourselves in? 

 

Something I have noticed with a number of my 
ferns, especially Polystichum setiferum and its cul-
tivars is aborted growth. Presumably due to the 
very dry spring.  

 

Thanks are due to Gert-Jan van der Kolk, Cor 
van der Moesdijk,  Pola Kijanska and Sam Har-
riott for material used in this edition. 

In the last edition I got Cor van der Moesdijk’s 
name wrong, for which I apologise. 

Classic Cultivar 1     Article and photo by Gert-Jan van de Kolk 

Polystichum setiferum ‘Cristatum Mrs. Thompson’ 

I think it is a wish of many of us fern cultivar lovers to own a choice fern from the fern craze. 

 

Perhaps one of the most interesting one is Polystichum setiferum ’Cristatum Mrs Thompson’ 

This crested form of Polystichum setiferum was found by Mrs Thompson in 

Devon in 1860 (Druery) and is one of the few crested forms that keep appearing in the old books. This usually means that 

the fern is of good quality. And to be honest the fern does look wonderful on the Nature print of Col Jones. Whether we 

still have the original crown in one of our collections is hard to say. The important fern growers in those days did sow a lot 

of their stock and one of those plants was the “Fine crested form of Mrs Thompson” 

This means that plants that are still around are most likely spore sown plants. Perhaps this plant was sown so much as the 

young plants are as variable as it gets. Some are normal and some are crested and some look repeated branched. The old 

fern growers would have been very hopeful that something new would come out of the sowing. As far as I know all of the 

extraordinary variable and very promising sporelings eventually turned into identical plants to the parent. I have not read 

about any of the other crested Polystichum setiferum to be so variable in their junior life. 

Plants of Polystichum setiferum ‘Cristatum Mrs Thompson’ are also know as ‘Thompsoniae’ 

If you sow spores of plants that go around as ‘Thompsoniae’ you will see that the variety in the young plants is as inter-

esting as spore sowing can get. 

The variable character of the sporelings is a great way to see if your Cristatum is the “fine crested form of Mrs Thompson” 

or related to one of the many different forms that have seen found over the years. 

Mark’s Musings 





 

 

These comments are among others based on discussions with the late Jimmy Dyce, Bob Trip-
pitt and Ray Coughlin, which I all visited between 1982 and 1986. Jimmy Dyce did sent me 
quite some pinnae of Bevis plants he had and also copies of his literature on Bevis. Jimmy 
Dyce emphasized that at that time nearly all Bevis named plants sold were not the original 
Bevis. According to Jimmy Dyce Druery had named all his sowings Bevis and to his opinion 
the plants sold by Reginald Kaye were certainly not the original Bevis. My plant was obtained 
from Bob Trippitt and all my plants are sowings from this plant. I was lucky to find a few spo-
rangia a few years later after I received the plant from Bob. It is , however, difficult to see the 
difference between the Bevis "look alikes" progeny and its Bevis  parental plant. As Druery did 
I therefore also called them all Bevis. All Bevis "lookalikes" are always sterile. Apart from two 
times (in 40 years) I found a plant with one frond of the plant with many fronds containing one 
small or part of a pinnule full of spores. Normally a plant with many fronds gives only 1-5 sin-
gle sporangia on one or on different fronds on a whole Bevis plant with many fronds and you 
need several Bevis plants, because these sporangia occur not on the same plant from year to 
year. The sterile Gracillimums sporelings are strikingly different and also the 100% fertile re-
versions look quite different. This all happens in the same sowing. The second and third or 
fourth generation "Bevis" progeny did give much less Gracillimums (one plant I called Green 
Lace) and more fertile reversions. Among the sowed plants I noticed one different sterile plant, 
which Martin Rickard many years later called an Edward's plant. I have seen fine divided 
plants (Green-type?), but I was not able to raise mature plants out of them. To this date I nev-
er raised a Druery or Green type. Maybe in the future???  In more sowings of the last years I 
found a lot of Foliosums (a new sterile type), of which Edward's to my opinion is a poor ana-
logue. These Foliosums and also the Edward's plant is from a sowing of a second or third gen-
eration (Bevis) plant of Bob Trippitt's Bevis plant. In these sowings of the last couple of years 
no Gracillimums appeared, only two Bevis lookalikes, many fertile reversions and approx. 
30%  or  less fully sterile Foliosums (among a one or two Edward's) were obtained.  

The last two years I got Bevis plants from Martin Rickard and Gert-Jan van der Kolk. One 
plant is from Alec Greening, one from the Bolton Collection and one from Reginald Kaye (via 
Gert-Jan) and one from Martin Rickard; from his garden. They are all old plants before the tis-
sue culture of Bevis. The Bolton plant could be traced back by Gert-Jan to approx. 1910 and 
looks more like Bob Trippitt's plant. The other three are quite the same and are probably all 
Reginald Kaye's plants. Note that differences in fronds and pinnules between all types of 
"Bevis" lookalike plants are still small and differences vary due to soil and growing conditions 
and spring or autumn fronds. Such differences in fronds on the same plant can also being 
found on other Bevis progeny plants such as Green Lace, Green, Gracillimums and the Folio-
sum group. Of course all normal plants react always on growing conditions. 

The Bolton plant and also the Trippitt plant do look more or less on the plate of the original 
Bevis in Druery's book. Here Druery mentions that never spores have been found on this 
plant. This on the contrary to his description of Bevis and his progeny in the front end of his 
book.  

If we still do have the original Bevis nobody can say for sure!!!!! 

More on ‘Bevis’ 

The following information from Cor van der Moesdijk originally got lost somewhere in the cyberspace around my sys-

tem.. I am very happy to be able to include it here.  It gives much valuable information. 



New Frond 

Classic Cultivars 2 

Gymnocarpium Dryopteris ‘Plumosum’ 

This was not, originally going to be a “Classic Cultivar” piece, just an observation about a potentially interesting sporelings. 

However, a discussion with Gert-Jan (he can be persuasive!) plus the realisation that, So far, all these articles have been 

around what could be called “The Big Five” of cultivars: Asplenium scolopendrium, Polystichum setiferum, Athyrium filix-

feminae, Dryopteris (filix-mas/affinis) and Polypodium, it was time the net was spread a bit wider. 

Martin Rickard, in the “Plantfinder’s Guide to Garden Ferns” states it was found in the early 1900’s by Mr Christopherson in 

the Lake District, on, strangely, a Limestone hill, Martin surmises that the lime may well have leached out as this fern pre-

fers acid conditions. He also points out that it should, more correctly, be called ‘Foliosum’ as it is fertile, coming true from 

spores. In conversation with Gert-Jan, he told me that it was discovered around 1908 and the photo 2 pages below, from 

the BFG was published in 1915. Around 1910 the society visited the site during its annual meeting and most (all?) the origi-

nal plant was collected. 

I have looked through the BPS CD of the First Minute Book around this time, unfortunately the ink is too feint for me to 

read and, difficult though it is to believe, the writer has handwriting almost as bad as mine, so no further information from 

that source! 

I feel I should point out that what follows is not a criticism of the plants themselves, as delightful ferns in their own right. I 

do enjoy seeing both plants, especially in large clumps, which mine have yet to achieve. But , for me, this has always felt a 

slightly disappointing cultivar in that, it has never really seemed particularly “plumose”. When you look at most plumose 

forms of ferns they stand out as distinctly different and more blousy than the species. However, with this one, when it 

comes through each season, I have to go and look at the other patch to check I am looking at the cultivar. Seen together, 

the difference is obvious but seen on its own, at least to me, I am never completely sure which I am looking at. 

I know, if I was sensible, I would go and write labels and solve the problem that way. Possibly, by the time you are reading 

this I will have done so, or not. (I have) 

Species with a bit of Cystopteris diaphana? creeping in from the left. 



Another interesting Frond 

Rhizome 

Gymnocarpium Dryopteris ‘Plumosum’ as purchased  many years ago. 

The plant below, came up as a self sown sporelings which is much more how I would imagine a ‘Plumose’ oak Fern 

should look. I just hope it retains its current growth pattern.  



Gert-Jan sent me this photo of the 

original find which, I think, looks 

closer to my sporelings than to any 

of the ’Plumosums’ I have seen  

Sporelings with latest, more devel-

oped frond. 



Do we still have this Scollie? 

 

While looking through my old copies of the Pteridologist for anything I could fine on Gymnocarpium Dryopteris ‘Plumosum’ 

I got distracted (several times if I am honest!). This particular time was caused by a short article in Volume 3 Part 6 (2001) 

by Mr A. R. Busby titles: An Interesting Harts tongue Fern 

In it he describes being at the Southport Flower Show in 2000 and seeing a log with ferns on it planted by Lawrence Kirby, 

amongst which was a Scollie with a continuous dark margin around the frond, present on all of them. 

This triggered a memory so he searched old editions of the British Fern Gazette and found a 1957 report of an excursion to 

North Somerset where  Mr. J.W.Dyce reported the group finding several such plants, which the Gazette editor (Rev. E.A. 

Elliot) named as Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Maerens’ 

According to Mr. T.A. Dyer, who had also seen this, it starts as a pale white line as the frond unfolds, gradually becoming 

brown, then black. 

Dr. Warberg had also seen specimens in Kent. 

This is not something I have ever seen, nor do I remember it being mentioned in any of my ferny discussions with any of 

you. 

Mr. Busby finished his note with a couple of questions : Have other members noticed this feature? Does it come true from 

spores?  

I would like to add a question of my own: Do any of you have Scollies with this or any similar feature. If so I would love to 

put a photo or two in the next edition, and, if you happen to have any surplus spores from it, I know a garden in East Sussex 

(as well as one in Wales!) that could find a good home for them! 

Up-date on xPhlebosia 

In the last edition I included a piece and photos of my newly purchased  x Phlebosia ‘Nicolas Diamond’. I was 

interested to, shortly afterwards receive the 2020 Fern gazette (Volume 21 Part 3), where the first article is a 

formal description  of this plant by R.L.L. Viane and H. Pompe. 

 Not, I very strongly and sadly suspect, prompted by my piece!! 

It is a very interesting article,  going into great detail and I recommend it to anyone who’s interest was piqued 

by my superficial note, although one plus for me—I did show a photo of the whole plant! 

BPS Plant Exchange 

Roger Golding sent me an excellent  suggestion: that I add a reminder to you all, about the BPS Plant Ex-

change. Something I used to use a great deal, but have not done so for several years, either offering plants or 

requesting them.  

Given that we have been unable to spread any surplus plants around at meetings this year, perhaps we 

should be considering making more use of this valuable resource 

 



Catty Ferns 

Until about a moth ago, our cat was the only one in this neighbourhood, then our new neighbours introduced 

their two young grey cats, very similar in colouring to ours, and two more appeared about the same time from 

other houses in the close, one ginger, one black. Two things resulted from this, We had to by a new, electronic 

cat flap and, our cat, Smokey, started to spray around the garden (and a couple of times in the conservatory 

when the other cats had been in pinching his food! Hence the new flap 

Several times when I have been on my knees in the greenhouse, checking on the young ferns in the ground I 

have smelt cat pee and assumed Smokey had been spraying through the netting over the door, put up to stop 

him, them and squirrels getting in. 

I now know he was innocent. The fern below (Pteris cretica ’Albolineata’ ) is the culprit! If you run your hand 

through the fronds you get the fragrant smell of incontinent cats. 

Having confirmed this I decided to try stroking my other Pteris (well, you've got to amuse yourself somehow 

during lockdown and “in the privacy of your own home” etc.) The species has this quality, but not as badly, as 

do the other similar ribbon-like species I have: henryi and galinopes but the other couple, whose names I am 

not sure of, do not. 

Strangely, you don’t see this mentioned when they are being sold as houseplants, I wonder why. 

I would be interested in which other species or varieties of Pteris possess this, or other, smells when brushed 

through. 



Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Bolton’s Variegated’             Photos by, and used with the permission of: Pola Kijanska 

Pola posted a photo on one of the Facebook groups of this frond, although I had heard of the cultivar I had never seen it 

and asked if I could use it on here, which resulted in me being sent a photo of the whole plant as well! 

Another to add to the “wanted” list. 



Short Note 

In case you don’t know, The BPS now has a YouTube Channel. If you search for British Pteridological Society you will find 

it. You might have to scroll down a bit, I did when I first looked. Now it appears at the top when I search, but that might 

be because I am one of the, currently, 14 subscribers on it. I don’t know how the YouTube algorithms work. 

As I write this there are two videos up. The first, just under 5 minutes, by Dr. Alison Evans, showing us around some of 

her garden, while the second, at just over 6 minutes is on Cyanotypes. I don’t know who created this one. 

I would encourage you to have a look at these and, maybe, create one yourself. I have a couple of clips I have done, just 

need to do the main part, then lean some very basic editing to add a third to the list. Assuming I can survive the cringe of 

watching and listening to myself while editing. I do have a small segment I recorded for a photography YouTube episode 

and that was a trial to do (art, not ferns). 

If you want to have a laugh at my embarrassment, its on Joseph Seager’s channel, published November 2018, titled 

“Photography can Inspire”. I have just watched it again, but could only manage about 20 seconds of me! 



Identification Corner 

I have not included anything here for a while, but I have one for you all now, a fern from a Facebook group that seems 

to be causing identification problems. 

It belongs to a grower in Victoria, Australia, Sam Harriot, and arrived as a “weed” with a fern  purchased from a Fern 

Nursery there. 

It is deciduous, which killed my initial thoughts of a Polystichum setiferum cultivar, going by the frond, which were all 

that was initially posted. 







The owner would love to know what this is, so, if you can identify it, please let me know and I will pass on the information to 

him. 

Stay safe all of you, Issue 14 will be due on October, so if you have anything I can include, please for-


