SCOTLAND

Frank McGavigan

Glasgow – 22 March
(Participants: Adrian & Janet Dyer, Roland Ennos, Yvonne Golding, Grant Fortune, Tim Godfrey,
Pieter Kastelein, Frank Katzer, Bridget Laue, Paul Sharp, Richard Lewis, Frank McGavigan,
Heather McHaffie, Frances MacKenzie, Christine Nicholson, Geoff Stephenson, Alastair Wardlaw,
Maurice Wilkins.)

Was it the chance to see the newly
restored Kibble Palace at Glasgow
Botanic Garden or the opportunity
to sample Jackie Wardlaw’s baking
that led to a record turn-out? I
will never know, but both were
magnificent. The Kibble Palace, a
large, Victorian, circular glasshouse,
has with the help of a Lottery grant
been completely dismantled and
rebuilt, and more to the point for us,
photo: A.F. Dyer
replanted, mostly with ferns from
exotic regions of the world. Osmunda
Kibble Palace, Glasgow
javanica, Cibotium chamissoi (from
Hawaii), Polystichum lentum (from India), Humata repens (from Australia and Asia), Microlepia
strigosa (the lace fern), Cyathea dealbata (New Zealand’s national emblem), Dicksonia
arborescens (from St Helena and the type of Dicksonia, although it doesn’t look much like others
of its genus), Thyrsopteris elegans (endemic to the Juan Fernandez Islands) and Equisetum
myriochaetum (the giant horsetail) were just a few I took note of. As always it is pointless listing
everything as a mere list cannot do the collection justice. I would urge you to visit for yourself.
After viewing the insectivorous plant house (there is definitely a murderous streak among
pteridologists) we toured the rest of the glasshouses, which hold collections of orchids and
begonias as well as more ferns, on our way to GBG’s hidden gem, its filmy fern house,
which is not normally open to the public. Here the drooling was audible, not only over
Leptopteris superba (the Prince of Wales Feathers fern from New Zealand) and our own
Trichomanes speciosum (good to see the sporophyte and not just gametophytes), but other
gems such as Lastreopsis hispida (with black bristles on the rachis) and many more.
Then it was on to Alastair Wardlaw’s garden in Bearsden to view his collection of hardy
ferns. I say hardy but many that he coaxes through the winter struggle to survive for me,
only a few miles away, for example, Blechnum fluviatile and Lophosoria quadripinnata. I
don’t even attempt tree ferns whereas Alastair has several that appear to flourish with the
minimum of winter protection (e.g. Cyathea smithii, Dicksonia antarctica, D. fibrosa,
D. lanata and D. squarrosa). Even perfectly hardy ferns such as Dryopteris aemula are
battered and forlorn in my garden, whereas they were in pristine condition in Alastair’s. So
even at the end of March it was well worth the visit with winter-green aspleniums,
blechnums and polystichums in abundance and still in prime condition.
Lunch, prepared by Jackie, was delicious as always. For his part Alastair had pressed specimen
fronds of the various members of the Dryopteris affinis agg. for those who were interested in
learning the differences. Then we had PowerPoint presentations, from Heather on ferns in
unusual places (including the RBGE’s by now famous bog fern – see the Pteridologist 2008)
and from Yvonne on the BPS trip to La Réunion, featuring in particular Cyathea borbonica,
which does not even get a mention in Large and Braggins’ otherwise excellent book on tree
ferns. Then more food from Jackie (how does she do it?) to finish off a most satisfying day.
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Aberfeldy, Perthshire – 28 June
(Participants: Frank Katzer, Frank McGavigan, Chris Nicholson.)

We began and finished the day with coffee at the excellent Watermill bookshop and café in
Aberfeldy. In between we effortlessly notched up 18 taxa. First we walked the circuit of the Birks
of Aberfeldy (car park at 27/854486) on a well-made path up and around the gorge of the Moness
Burn. Birk is an old Scots word for birch, but the dominant tree at the bottom of the glen was beech,
as always casting shade too deep for much else to grow. Where some light penetrated there was the
occasional plant of Dryopteris dilatata and patches of Pteridium aquilinum. At higher altitude the
beech was replaced by mixed woodland, mainly oak, allowing not only far more ferns to flourish
but a wider range of species. We soon found, without straying from the path, Gymnocarpium
dryopteris and Phegopteris connectilis, Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, members of the
Dryopteris affinis agg. (which we didn’t attempt to distinguish), D. filix-mas, Polypodium vulgare
and Polystichum aculeatum. Higher up at last the birks came into their own and we added
Oreopteris limbosperma to our record card. Crossing the upper bridge over the burn and viewing a
magnificent waterfall, we found a lot more beech and oak fern on our way back down the other side
of the glen. Here we also added Cystopteris fragilis and Asplenium trichomanes, but sadly not
any filmies, despite looking in some likely spots. Finally, almost back to the car park we sighted
what at first we thought was Equisetum sylvaticum but which turned out to be the shade variant
of E. arvense (certainly more attractive than the stuff that proliferates in my garden).
We then drove the short distance to the north side of Schiehallion, one of our best known
mountains, to one of only two sites for Gymnocarpium robertianum in Scotland. At
27/7159 5728 there are a few grykes near an old limestone quarry, and in one of these two
clumps flourish. How they got there and why they haven’t spread further remain a mystery.
Nearby there were Asplenium viride, A. trichomanes, Cystopteris fragilis, and appropriately
Geranium robertianum. On the way back we stopped on the shores of Loch Kinardochy
(27/774551) to inspect the Dryopteris carthusiana that Frank Katzer had amazingly spotted
earlier from the car travelling at 40mph. Returning to Aberfeldy, we went for a stroll in this
pleasant town, and found on a wall Asplenium scolopendrium and a very crested
Dryopteris. Clearly not planted in the wall this was a self-sown sporeling, now a sizeable
plant. Who says fancy forms of ferns can’t still be found in the wild?

Attadale, Strathcarron, Wester Ross (18/926392) – 30-31 August
(Participants: Tim Godfrey, Roger Golding, Yvonne Golding, Bridget Laue & Paul Sharp, Howard
Matthews, Frank McGavigan, Frances MacKenzie, James Merryweather, Chris Nicholson, Paul
Ripley, Geoff Stephenson, Mike Taylor, Maurice Wilkins.)

Mr and Mrs Macpherson of Attadale had kindly let us use their dining room for a PowerPoint
presentation by James Merryweather as an introduction to our theme for the weekend –
differentiating the male ferns of Britain. James explained how the separate species had come
about and elucidated some of the distinguishing features of each. But not until we were out in
the field examining live plants did we realise just how difficult our task was, and this was our
first lesson i.e. it isn’t easy, particularly making confident identification of the three species in
the Dryopteris affinis agg. Secondly, there is no one clear, distinguishing feature for each
species (even the famous black spot is not reliable): a suite of characters has to be examined
and a ‘best fit’ made. Thirdly, there are lots of hybrids to confuse the issue, and fourthly, there
are always plants that don’t seem to fall neatly into any species and on several occasions we had
to give up trying. Indeed, ‘Walk on by’ became our unofficial theme tune. James insisted that it
gets easier with practice and I daresay he is right, but to ask the average fern enthusiast to record
consistently and accurately Dryopteris affinis, D. borreri or D. cambrensis is being
unrealistically optimistic. Some of us still have difficulties with D. filix-mas and D. oreades! But
I suppose we will have to keep trying.
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We spent the morning of Saturday in and around Attadale itself, examining various
Dryopteris plants and trying to gain a clearer understanding of the differences. The task was
complicated by the fact that the D. cambrensis that James had lined up for us to see had
been strimmed away in verge clearing by the local roads department. However, D. affinis
and D. borreri were in abundance, as were D. filix-mas and D. dilatata. We also noted
Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Gymnocarpium dryopteris and Polypodium
vulgare, and on old walls Asplenium ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes.
In the afternoon we drove to
Leacanashie (18/8535) on the other side
of Loch Carron where we identified
more D. affinis and D. borreri but no
D. cambrensis. Also recorded were
Athyrium
filix-femina,
Blechnum
spicant, Polypodium vulgare, and, most
unusually, sporing bracken. Unlike in
the rest of Britain, 2008 was a beautiful
summer for the north of Scotland, and
we concluded that the warm weather
had encouraged the sporing. We moved
on to a rocky hillside on the Glenmore
Estate (18/868406) to examine
D. oreades (noting that the sori covered
only half the pinnule surface, a key
characteristic). We also ticked off
Oreopteris limbosperma, Phegopteris
connectilis,
Blechnum
spicant,
D. affinis, Polypodium vulgare and
Pteridium (this time not sporing,
perhaps because of the higher altitude).

photo: R. Golding

James Merryweather investigating
Dryopteris affinis

The evening was spent dining at Attadale where we had been invited as guests of Mr and
Mrs Macpherson. Locally smoked salmon, Attadale’s own venison stew, blackcurrant
cheesecake, and locally produced cheeses, washed down with fine wine, all made for a
convivial evening, and indeed was the highlight of the weekend for some.
The next day Geoff Stephenson took us on a tour of Attadale Gardens with its carefully
created vistas, spectacular sculptures, and beautiful plants that have to be tough enough to
withstand the harsh winters, gale force winds and late spring frosts of northern Scotland.
Our real interest was of course in the ferns of which there is an extensive collection: native
species and varieties and several exotics, including tree ferns (protected in a geodesic
glasshouse). I was particularly struck by Dryopteris darjeelingensis, now with the more
mundane name of D. gamblei, but of course there were many more of interest. The gardens
are open to the public, so go and see for yourself, but I cannot guarantee that you will be
given the opportunity to take away a fern of your choice for free, as we were.
Finally, on Sunday afternoon, we went to the limestone crags at Glasnock (18/861442). On the
walk up the hillside in more acid territory we noted the usual species – Athyrium filixfemina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis, D. oreades, Oreopteris limbosperma,
Phegopteris connectilis, Polypodium vulgare and Pteridium aquilinum. Then suddenly,
when the limestone was reached, Polystichum lonchitis became abundant, accompanied by
Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes, A. viride, Cystopteris fragilis, the occasional plant
of Polystichum aculeatum, and Selaginella selaginoides. None of these presented an
identification problem, which came as a relief after our struggles with the male ferns. So it
seemed a good idea to end our weekend on a high, before the threatening rain became a reality.
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Woodsia alpina Monitoring, Beinn an Dothaidh, Argyll – 13 September
(Participants: Cliff Davies, Frank Katzer, Frank McGavigan, Heather McHaffie.)

Monitoring known Woodsia alpina sites has become an annual task for the Scottish group,
based on the survey carried out in the 1970s by John Mitchell, who marked up Polaroid
photos of each site. (This useful technique is no longer possible, but on the other hand
modern GPS receivers mean that the location of sites can be more accurately identified.)
Starting at Achallader Farm (27/323443) we made our way up the very muddy path into Coire
Achaladair to a site not included in the Mitchell survey where a single plant had been recorded
in 1992 (27/333416). We could find no trace of it. We know that W. alpina is sensitive to both
drought and excess water (plants are usually tucked under an overhang protected from torrential
rainfall), but its disappearance could have been due to any number of causes. So a disappointing
start, but we did record in the vicinity Dryopteris expansa, Polystichum lonchitis, Asplenium
viride, Cystopteris fragilis and Huperzia selago. Then we moved on to a John Mitchell site,
recorded in 1978, or rather two colonies side by side. Here W. alpina was very much in
evidence and we were able to draw up detailed comparisons with the earlier record:
Woodsia alpina – Colony N1 – Beinn an Dothaidh (N) – Grid Ref. 27/3324 4139
Tuft number
1978
2008

Estimated no. plants
1978
2008

Total no. fronds
1978
2008

Length of largest frond
1978
2008

1

1

1 or 2

c.6

7

Medium

Medium

2

3

1

c.16

c.15

Medium

Medium

3

1

1

c.8

3

Medium

Small

4

1

2 or 3

c.2

16

Small

Medium

5

1

2

c.6

c.9

Medium

5.0-6.0cm

6

2

2

c.10

6

Medium

V. small

7

2

1

c.11

5

Medium

Small

8

2

1

14

11

2.5cm*

5.0cm*

9

1

2

5

11

6.0cm*

3.0cm*

10

1

2

5

6

4.0cm*

3.0cm*

11

-

1

-

8

-

Medium

12

-

1

-

5

-

Small

* On both occasions, only 3 tufts could be examined closely
Woodsia alpina – Colony N2 – Beinn an Dothaidh (N) – Grid Ref. 27/3324 4137
Tuft number
1978
2008

Estimated no. plants
1978
2008

Total no. fronds
1978
2008

Length of largest frond
1978
2008

1

2

1

28

c.45

6.5cm

6.0cm

2

2

2

c.16

c.21

Large

8.0-10.0cm

3

1

-

c.3

-

V. small

-

4

1

1

c.7

10

V. small

Small

5

1

-

10

-

5.0cm

-

6

1

-

c.8

-

Medium

-

7

2

-

c.12

-

Large

-

8

-

1

-

10

-

Small

9

-

1

-

12

-

Small

In addition we found one plant between the two colonies (eight fronds, small to medium size).
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What conclusions can we draw? Certainly in 30 years there have been changes: some plants
have diminished or disappeared altogether, especially in Colony N2, but on the other hand
new plants have appeared, and, if we compare the total number of fronds between 1978 and
2008, we find there has been an increase of some 16%. Perhaps we should not read too
much into this apparent good news; weather conditions can vary from year to year with dry
weather desiccating fronds so that they disappear, at least temporarily until the plant can
access rainwater seepage again, or permanently if dry conditions persist (2008 was a
particularly wet year.) We will need to keep monitoring, but in the meantime we should be
glad that this little bit of Britain’s diverse but threatened nature is thriving.

Linn Botanical Garden, Cove, Argyllshire – 4 October
(Participants: Billy Alexander, Tim Godfrey, Charlotte Karsemejer, Frank McGavigan, Chris
Nicholson, Maurice Wilkins, Jim & Jamie Taggart.)

Of the many beautiful gardens along the western seaboard of Scotland with fine fern
collections (e.g. Logan, Culzean, Brodick, Ascog, Benmore, Arduaine, Attadale, Inverewe,
etc.), probably the least well known is the privately owned Linn Botanical Garden
(26/223826), tucked away as it is on the little peninsula that lies between the Gare Loch and
Loch Long. But Linn is different and worth taking the trouble to find. At first sight it
appears an overgrown jungle but you soon realise the garden is crammed with exotic and
unusual plants – even the brambles are Chinese (Rubus henryi particularly caught our eye).
Indeed we could easily have missed many gems if they had not been pointed out by Jamie
Taggart, who runs the garden with help from its founder, his father, Jim.
Jamie has planted specimen ferns in carefully chosen sites where they will thrive – Cyathea
smithii in the gorge of the stream for protection and moisture, and Trichomanes speciosum and
Leptopteris superba next to the waterfall. Usually it is a case of siting tree ferns on a slope and
away from a potential frost pocket, in other words in a position that best suits the fern rather than
the visitor, but that makes it all the more exciting when you catch a glimpse of some rarity. And
rarities there are aplenty: Blechnum wattsii and B. nudum from Australia, B. palmiforme from
Tristan da Cunha and the Gough Islands, B. colensoi from New Zealand, B. tabulare from South
Africa (as well as the now common B. chilense), Culcita macrocarpa from south-west Europe
and the Atlantic islands, Cyathea australis, C. dregei from southern Africa, C. smithii and the
better known C. dealbata from New Zealand, Dicksonia berteroana and Thyrsopteris elegans
(both endemic to the Juan Fernandez Islands), D. sellowiana from Central and South America,
and of course D. antarctica, D. fibrosa and D. squarrosa, Sadleria cyatheoides from Hawaii,
Todea barbara from Australia, New Zealand and southern Africa, Pyrrosia rupestris (surviving
unprotected for four winters so far), a finely cut Araiostegia species that Jamie reckoned would
not be hardy even at Linn, unlike all the others I’ve mentioned. The list would be a lot longer but
by this time the persistent rain that accompanied us had made my notebook a soggy mess.
From memory, other more common ferns were Woodwardia radicans and two different
versions of W. unigemmata, several Blechnum penna-marina from separate geographical
locations, Matteuccia orientalis, Onoclea sensibilis, Cystopteris diaphana, the Mediterranean
variant of Asplenium ceterach as well as our local one, a splendid island of Osmunda regalis in
the middle of the pond, several versions of D. wallichiana or wallichiana hybrids,
D. lepidopoda (whose fronds emerge pink), Pellaea rotundifolia (thriving outside),
Polypodium scouleri, and the not-so-common hybrid between P. cambricum and P. vulgare,
P. × font-queri. Jamie allows Polystichum aculeatum to self-sow and flourish but treats
Athyrium filix-femina as a weed. All of these ferns are intermingled with other exciting plants
too numerous to mention. We were particularly taken with the leaf colour and shape of several
epimediums of Chinese origin, perfect companion planting for ferns.
However, by this time we were all thoroughly soaked, so the lunch provided by the Taggarts in
front of a magnificent log fire was very welcome. They also made sure we went home laden
with ferns and other plants. Needless to say, as we left, the sun came out, but we’ll be back.
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GROUP OF EUROPEAN PTERIDOLOGISTS (GEP) EXCURSION
Austria – 19-23 July

Arnaud Bizot & Michel Boudrie

The 2008 GEP meeting was co-organised by Ronnie Viane and his wife Lien Van den heede,
together with Christiane Baumann and Franco Passarello. A group of 15 enthusiastic
pteridologists met in the small town of Miesenbach, at the foot of the Schneeberg (Snow
Mountain), about 60 kilometres SSW of Vienna in Lower Austria (Niederösterreich).
Members from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Germany and Italy were present, but
unfortunately our friends from the UK could not attend this time. One of the major
objectives of the meeting was to study members of the Asplenium trichomanes complex.
We went first to the Hausberg, situated just east of Miesenbach at c. 575 metres. Along a
forested trail, bordered by calcareous outcrops and passing into a narrow gully, we noticed in
rock crevices various Asplenium trichomanes subspecies (pachyrachis, quadrivalens,
inexpectans) and possible hybrids, A. viride, A. ruta-muraria, Cystopteris fragilis, Dryopteris
filix-mas, D. dilatata, D. carthusiana, Athyrium filix-femina (rare), Polystichum aculeatum,
P. lonchitis (rare) and Polypodium interjectum. The presence of subsp. inexpectans and
nothosubsp. tadei-reichsteinii (= A. trichomanes subsp. inexpectans × subsp. pachyrachis) had
been confirmed by Ronnie in 2007. During this visit, Arnaud Bizot found another hybrid:
A. trichomanes nothosubsp. lucanum (= subsp. inexpectans × subsp. quadrivalens).
The afternoon was occupied by visiting the very interesting site at the locus classicus of
A. trichomanes subsp. inexpectans: a narrow limestone gorge at c. 500 metres, close to the
town of Gutenstein. Some very rare hybrids were observed, such as A. × bavaricum
nothosubsp. adulteriniforme (A. trichomanes subsp. inexpectans × A. viride) and
A. trichomanes nothosubsp. melzeranum (A. trichomanes subsp. hastatum × subsp.
inexpectans), close to all their parents and all growing together in crevices of calcareous
rock or on old walls. Under an overhanging cliff above the road we later also found subsp.
pachyrachis.
Due to favourable weather conditions, the second day was devoted to the Schneeberg
Mountain. The original Salamander rack-railway took us safely and in about 30 minutes to the
highest train station in Austria (1,795 metres). Along the path to the top of Schneeberg, nice
Botrychium lunaria and Selaginella selaginoides were seen in the grass. Asplenium viride,
Polystichum lonchitis, Cystopteris alpina and C. fragilis were growing in the crevices of the
limestone rock. When a chilly wind came up around noon, everybody took refuge in the
restaurant on the top (2,075 metres) for a hot soup. After lunch we found some extensive
populations of Huperzia selago in the grassy slopes, as well as Lycopodium annotinum. Before
going down to the bottom of the valley along the rather steep western slope (‘Fadensteig’)
covered by unstable screes, we saw Cystopteris montana and Dryopteris expansa. Some
Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. viride and A. trichomanes were growing in sheltered situations. At
the upper forest edge (c. 1,330 metres), Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Dryopteris expansa and
Athyrium filix-femina were growing in a thick layer of humus overlaying the limestone rock.
The last day was spent exploring the dolomitic cliffs above the village of Zweiersdorf in the
Hohe Wand massif. Here, Albert Nieschalk had found the exceptional hybrids A. × reuteri
nothosubsp. stiriacum (A. lepidum subsp. lepidum × A. trichomanes subsp. inexpectans) and
A. × reuteri nothosubsp. aprutianum (A. lepidum subsp. lepidum × A. trichomanes subsp.
quadrivalens). Unfortunately none of these hybrids was noticed, but we found good specimens
(all checked by flow cytometry) of A. trichomanes subsp. inexpectans, next to subsp.
hastatum, subsp. pachyrachis and their hybrid A. t. nothosubsp. moravicum. A. viride and
A. ruta-muraria subsp. ruta-muraria were growing abundantly, as well as Gymnocarpium
robertianum at the base of the cliffs and in the screes. In a particularly humid spot, a nice
population of Asplenium scolopendrium was thriving. Then the trail followed vertical
dolomitic cliffs hosting populations of A. lepidum subsp. lepidum and the common wall-rue.
Their hybrid, A. × javorkae nothosubsp. javorkae, was occasionally observed inter parentes.
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HORTICULTURAL SHOWS
SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW – 21-24 August

Michael Hayward

The 75th Anniversary Southport Show had a slow start due to very wet poor weather which
had caused the cancellation of the Royal Lancashire Show in August for the second year
running. Attendances increased as the week progressed, to around the target of 100,000.
Many improvements to the drainage and surfacing have been carried out on the Victoria
Park site over the last few years, and this year a much needed new set of Sign Boards were
provided for the Amateur Societies. We also took the opportunity to revamp the style of our
stand, with a raised platform at the back for the notice board, potted ferns and vases of
fronds, thus improving the appearance.
The theme for the 2008 show was ‘Liverpool’ and to celebrate this we had our own Liver
bird (syn. Pterodactyl) perched over our displays. Over 20 members (including the helpers)
visited the stand this year and a number of new members were recruited to the Society. A
new leaflet on the care of tree ferns in the north of England was popular with visitors, the
care of tree ferns being one of the more frequent topics we are asked about. A
demonstration of propagation methods was, as always, popular and a display of BPS cards
and other goods for sale as always proved another eye catcher.
The number of entrants in the fern classes continues to slowly increase and a very large variety
of fern species and cultivars were displayed in the competitive classes this year. The BPS
challenge cup was again won by Brian Russ and the Happiland trophy by Harvey Shepherd.
The judge of the fern classes was Ursula Key-Davis. Prize-winners are listed below.
Class 8

Individual Championship: Four Hardy British Ferns (dissimilar), two Greenhouse
Ferns (dissimilar) and two Foreign Ferns Hardy in Great Britain: 1st B. Russ,
2nd Y. Golding, 3rd M. Hayward (4 entries)

Class 9

Three Hardy British Ferns (distinct species, not varieties): 1st H. Shepherd
(2 entries)
Class 10 One Foreign Fern Hardy in Great Britain: 1st Y. Golding, 2nd O. Fairclough,
3rd H. Shepherd (6 entries)

Photo: R. Viane

GEP 2008
Standing: Elsa Soster, Christiane Baumann, Carlo Argenti, Agnes Boudrie, Sandra Argenti,
Arnaud Bizot, Pascal Holveck, Franco Passarello, Angelika & Rolf Thiemann, Ronnie Viane
In front: Lien Van den heede, Mario Soster, Michel Boudrie, Daniella Ivanova
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Class 11 Three Polypodium (3 distinct varieties): 1st Y. Golding (1 entry)
Class 12 Three Polystichum (3 distinct varieties): 1st H. Shepherd (2 entries)
Class 13 Three Athyrium (3 distinct varieties): 1st Y. Golding (1 entry)
Class 14 Three Asplenium excluding A. scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties or species):
1st H. Shepherd (1 entry)
Class 15 One British Fern (any genus or variety): 1st H. Shepherd, 2nd Y. Golding,
3rd I. Rawson (3 entries)
Class 16 One Greenhouse Fern: 1st J. Abbott, 2nd R. Hamish, 3rd P. Steward (7 entries)
Class 17 Three Asplenium scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)
My thanks go to Ruth Berry Piearce, Robert Crawford, Roland Ennos, Ann Gill, Alec
Greening, Linda Greening, Yvonne Golding, Trevor Piearce, Martin Rickard and Harvey
Shepherd for manning the stand this year. The number of members helping in this way
again increased but more would be welcome! My aim is for helpers to spend half of the day
manning the stand and the other half viewing the show. Sleep-overs can be arranged for
anyone coming from a distance and we usually arrange social activities in the evening. You
save your entrance fee and car parking fees by helping on the stand. The dates for next
year’s show are 20-23 August.

photo: R.B. Piearce

BPS stand, Southport Flower Show 2008
Trevor Piearce, Ann Gill, Michael Hayward

In addition to having a stand at the Southport Show, the Society is planning to have a stand
at the RHS Tatton Park Flower Show, 22-26 July 2009. Volunteers will be needed for each
day of the show (free entrance) and details can be had from Yvonne Golding who has taken
the lead in this new venture. The format of the stand will be very different at Tatton but the
time spent on the stand should be equally enjoyable. Yvonne and I will both be able to
provide sleep-overs for helpers at the Tatton Park Show. This is a great opportunity to bring
the activities and membership benefits of our Society to a wider public.
60

SECRETARIAL NOTES
Please note: names and contact details of all officers can be found
on the inside of the front cover of this Bulletin.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009 – The 106th AGM will take place on Saturday
4th April 2009 at The University of Manchester Museum, Oxford Road, M13 9PL at 2p.m.
SUBSCRIPTIONS 2009 – Members are reminded that subscriptions were due on 1st January
2009 and should be paid to the Membership Secretary. Cheques should be made payable to
‘The British Pteridological Society’. Current rates are given inside the front cover of this issue.
Payment can be made by Credit Card – see renewal form. Standing Order forms are printed
on the reverse of renewal forms and are also available from the Membership Secretary and the
BPS website (www.eBPS.org.uk). Standing Orders may be paid on 1st January or 1st
February. In either case, membership is deemed to be from 1st January to 31st December.
Members are reminded that according to Clause 11 of the Constitution “Any member whose
subscription is unpaid within six calendar months of it becoming due shall be liable to have
his/her name removed from the list of members of the Society.”! Defaulting members who
do not amend their Standing Orders with their bank and are still paying at the old rate shall
be notified that they will not receive the Fern Gazette until such time as their Standing
Orders are updated. Members still paying even earlier rates shall be notified that their name
will be removed from the Membership List until such times as Standing Orders are updated
or cancelled. Any monies received from old Standing Orders will be treated as a donation.
GIFT AID – Since 2003 the BPS has been a registered charity. This enables us to claim
back from the Inland Revenue 20p for every pound paid in the annual subscription for each
member who authorises us to do so. Over 200 members have authorised us to claim Gift
Aid on their behalf, which has brought in over £1,000 each year. While this is obviously an
extremely valuable addition to the Society’s annual income, it could be considerably more.
There are probably a further 200 members on whose subscriptions the Society could claim
Gift Aid if these members authorised it and this could lead to perhaps another £1,000 per
annum. All that is required is a minimal amount of form filling (about one minute) and a
second class stamp. Even better, the form has only to be filled in once. The forms are
retained by the Gift Aid Secretary and the same ones used year after year to make the claim.
The small number of provisos is set out below:
1. Gift Aid is available only to members who reside in the UK.
2. Members on whose subscription Gift Aid is claimed must be paying income tax or
capital gains tax at least equal to the amount claimed.
3. Members whose subscriptions are allowed as an expense in connection with their
employment may not claim Gift Aid.
If the Inland Revenue allows us to claim relief on your membership subscription
please authorise us to do so. It’s the equivalent of a yearly £4 donation to the Society.
DIRECT DEBIT – The Society does not offer a Direct Debit facility for subscriptions. The
reasons are two-fold. Expensive software is required to create a direct debit tape to send to
the bank and is too expensive for a small Society like the BPS. With Standing Orders the
bank does all the administration, whereas with Direct Debits a considerable additional
workload would fall on the Society, in particular the Treasurer, and it is necessary to bear in
mind that all officers offer their time and services on a voluntary basis.
E-MAIL ADDRESSES – These are published in the Membership List “for members who have a
relatively stable e-mail address and who keep up-to-date with their messages”. A supplementary list
and amendments are published in the Bulletin. Members who wish to have their e-mail address
added, changed or removed are requested to inform the Membership Secretary BY E-MAIL.
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NOTIFYING CHANGES OF ADDRESS – Please inform the Membership Secretary of
changes of address and telephone number. He will be responsible for notifying any other
officers and appointees who need to know.
PUBLICATIONS BY AIRMAIL – Our journals can be sent by airmail to overseas
members, provided that they advise the Membership Secretary and pay an additional
subscription to cover airmail postage. See inside front cover for rates.
E-BPS DIARY SYSTEM – On our website there is a new eBPS Diary System in place,
enabling us to see all the Society’s events on one calendar. With meetings happening all
over the country it is only too easy for events to overlap; we hope the diary system will help
to alleviate this and be a useful planner for members. The system relies on regular updates
so please send details of your BPS events to the Committee Secretary, Graham Ackers.
CODES OF SAFETY, CONDUCT AND DECLARATION FORM – All members
attending Society field meetings should be aware of the Society’s Safety Code (see 2000
Bulletin 5(5): 275), as well as the Code of Conduct for the Conservation and Enjoyment of
Wild Plants (see 1999 Bulletin 5(4): 199), and are required to sign a Declaration form.
Copies of these documents can be obtained from the Meetings Secretary or BPS website.
GREENFIELD FUND – This fund, set up as a memorial to one of our Society’s great fern
growers, Percy Greenfield, is used to finance approved projects, helping with the cost of
necessary equipment, books and travel expenses. Percy Greenfield’s interest leaned very much
towards the non-scientific side of our activities and it is felt that he would have wanted this
taken into consideration when decisions are made. Workers eligible for university or college
grants and similar support are not therefore eligible for help from the fund. Applications will
normally be dealt with once a year and should be submitted by 1st November. Anyone wishing
to apply for this funding should contact the General Secretary for further information.
CENTENARY FUND – This fund is used to promote the study of all aspects of
pteridophytes – horticultural, scientific and educational, whether by amateurs, students or
professional pteridologists. As such its scope is much broader and more flexible than the
Greenfield Fund. Applications will normally be dealt with once a year and should be
submitted by 1st November. Anyone wishing to apply for this funding should contact the
General Secretary for further information.
THE J.W. DYCE AWARD – This award was set up to honour the memory of Jimmy Dyce
who was a member from 1935 until his death in 1996. During this time he held all the key
committee posts, virtually single-handedly saved the Society from extinction after the war,
and contributed in so many other ways to shape the Society as it is today. The second J.W.
Dyce award will be made at the AGM 2009 to the author(s) of the best paper, article, book
or other substantial piece of work published during 2008 in any of the three BPS journals,
on the BPS website, or as a special publication. Winning entries, other than books, will be
placed on the website for all to read. The award, which is a cash prize of £100, is open to
everyone, whether professional or amateur, pteridologist, horticulturalist or fern enthusiast.
MEMBERS’ INFORMATION SERVICE – Members often require information and advice
on many aspects of pteridophytes but are reluctant to ask or simply do not know where to
obtain help. Queries from members on any aspects of the biology, identification or cultivation
of ferns should be sent, with three first class stamps, to the Horticultural Information Adviser.
FOREIGN FERN SOCIETY JOURNALS HELD BY THE SOCIETY – The Society
exchanges journals with a number of other fern societies in the world. We have a collection
from societies in America, Australia, New Zealand, India and the Netherlands. If members
would like to browse these please contact Tim Pyner (t.pyner@btinternet.com) who now
holds the stock.
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READING CIRCLE – The Society operates a reading circle for the American Fern
Journal, a quarterly publication containing much information for those seriously interested
in ferns. The Fiddlehead Forum, which publishes many ‘ferny’ items of interest to the
amateur grower, accompanies it. To receive these journals contact the Horticultural
Information Adviser.
BACK NUMBERS OF JOURNALS – We have a large number of back issues of our
journals and it is a shame that more members of the Society do not avail themselves of
them. Those that do frequently tell me they wished they had done so long ago as they
contain a wealth of fern material. They can be obtained from the Back Numbers
Organiser Pat Acock who will gladly lighten his loft. You can have a sample pack for £6
including postage.
NEW! SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 10 – The Occasional Paper of The British
Pteridological Society, originally published in 1875 and reproduced by Michael Hayward.
See the Publications Secretary’s report for more details (p. 77). Copies are available from
Pat Acock for £2.50 + postage (inland £0.75, Europe £1.00, world printed papers £1.25).
BPS FIRST MINUTE BOOK – This historical document containing the Committee
Minutes from the inception of the Society in 1891 to 1983 is available in full colour on a
CD ROM at £10 per copy, including postage. Place your order with Pat Acock.
BPS WEBSITE – www.eBPS.org.uk (hosted by The Natural History Museum.) In today’s
internet-oriented world, it is increasingly important for the Society to see its website as a
major means of communication. The website provides information for the membership, but
it is also, and perhaps more importantly, a ‘shop window’ to present the Society and
pteridology to the wider world. Our aim is to make our website the premier source on the
internet of information about pteridophytes and pteridology. There have been a number of
further significant enhancements to the website this year. We are setting up a system of
'content providers' for specific areas of the website which will hopefully improve the
quantity of good quality information (see below). Members with views on what the website
should provide and with offers to help with content should contact the Website Editor,
Anthony Pigott. Good digital photographs of members involved in fern-related activities are
always welcome as are suggestions or contributions for wild sites, gardens and nurseries for
‘Where to See Ferns’.
WEBSITE CONTENT PROVIDERS – Historically much of the BPS website content has
been generated by the Editor, other than some regular updates, such as meetings
programmes, spore lists, merchandise, etc., which have been provided by the officer
responsible. This has tended to limit the content of the website to what the Editor could
generate himself and persuade others to do. Therefore we are now setting up a more
comprehensive network of content providers for specific pages and topics in order to
increase the quantity of good quality content, as well as spreading the work more evenly.
More details and a list of those people who have agreed to be content providers will be
published shortly on the website.
AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY – The AFS has had a reciprocal payment arrangement
with the BPS for many years through their respective Membership Secretaries. See AFS
advert on p. 80.
BRITISH WILDLIFE – Concessionary individual subscriptions to British Wildlife
magazine are available to BPS members: www.britishwildlife.com. This excellent
journal occasionally carries articles on ferns and reviews fern publications. See the
excellent review of James Merryweather’s AIDGAP identification Key and CD in BW
20(1) October 2008.
63

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – Our Society is affiliated to the RHS
(www.rhs.org.uk). This enables a limited number of members to enjoy certain privileges in
connection with RHS Shows, competitions and services. Some RHS Journals are available
free to members at indoor meetings. See The Garden, December 2008 for some articles on
ferns. Further information is available from the Treasurer.
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES – The Treasurer has Rules for Seeking Reimbursement of
Personal Travelling and Administrative Expenses by Officers and Members acting on
behalf of the Society. Forms for claiming these expenses can be obtained from the Treasurer
by phone or e-mail request.
COPYRIGHT – All contributors to the BPS journals and website are required to sign an
agreement assigning ownership of copyright of the article, photograph etc. to the BPS. This
has the aim of safeguarding the contributors’ work from unlawful copying and use. It does
not stop contributors from using their own work elsewhere provided that they acknowledge
the original source of publication.
MERCHANDISE – Do you have a BPS sweatshirt, polo shirt or fleece? These are all dark
green with a small embroidered BPS logo in yellow. Other items, such as BPS ties, metal
badges, ferny greetings cards, bookmarks, pens, calendars and mugs, are also for sale. Can’t
find your order form? Contact the Merchandise Organisers or look on the website for
details. The Organisers also welcome suggestions for new stock.
BOOKSALES – It has become more difficult to find second-hand fern books at reasonable
prices so if you are thinking of selling any of your books please consider first offering them
to the Society. Frank would also be pleased to receive any donated or bequeathed books that
could then be offered to members at affordable prices. Contact him by e-mail if possible.
SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 20th-23rd August 2009 – Why not spend a few hours
or a day helping man the Society’s stand? You do not need to be an expert on ferns or fern
growing, just prepared to spend a few hours or a day with us. Expenses are available, as
well as free entry to the Show. Details are available from Michael Hayward, 6 Far Moss
Road, Blundellsands, Liverpool L23 8TQ. mhaywardL23@blueyonder.co.uk.
TATTON PARK FLOWER SHOW 22nd-26th July 2009 – For the first time our Society
will be represented at this show. Please come along and visit us in The National Plant
Societies Marquee. If you have any well grown specimen ferns in pots that you would
consider loaning for display at this event or if you would like to help in any way then please
contact the General Secretary.
NURSERY ADVERTISEMENTS – Members with nurseries that offer ferns are reminded
that they may place an advertisement in the Bulletin, Pteridologist and on the website, free
of charge in return for the inclusion of a note about the Society in their catalogues. The
Website Editor can include an image if required. If members wish their nursery to be
included, please contact the General Secretary.
PUBLICITY AND MARKETING OFFICER – The Committee would like to establish a
new post of Publicity and Marketing Officer. If you would like to help co-ordinate and
hopefully expand our activities in this area then we would like to hear from you. Please
contact the Committee Secretary for more information.
EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR – The Society already offers educational opportunities
for its members. We would like someone to co-ordinate and expand upon these activities for
the general public as well as for our members. We anticipate that any volunteer for this post
would have some experience in education. Please contact the Committee Secretary if you
are interested in helping to establish this post.
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SPORE EXCHANGE – Anne Wright has now retired as Spore Exchange Organiser. Matt
Busby is providing this important service for members in 2009. This service could be run
by an individual, a couple, or individuals working as a team. If you would like to be
involved with the Spore Exchange Scheme, even if it is in a small way then please contact
the Committee Secretary, Graham Ackers.
CULTIVAR REGISTRATION SUB-COMMITTEE – Preliminary work began in 2008
and the Sub-Committee is about to commence preparing the first entries in a draft Register
of the Cultivars of Polypodium. Once the format of the document has been confirmed and
building the Register is underway the Society will apply to be registered as the International
Cultivar Registration Authority for Polypodium. The registration authority has indicated
that such an application is likely to be accepted but the Sub-Committee decided to delay
application until it was confident of compiling a register that was reasonably comprehensive
within about a year of registration and then reasonably confident of being able to keep it up
to date. The contact is now Colin Ellis (cpellis39@mac.com), the current Chairman of the
Sub-Committee.
NEW REGIONAL GROUP – After contacting all those in the region, a group of BPS
members from South Wales and the adjacent counties met on the 13th September to
consider setting up a new Regional Group of the Society. Although the number of attendees
at this inaugural meeting was quite small, there was very considerable enthusiasm for the
formation of a group and it was decided that this should go ahead. The group will be called
the South Wales and the Borders Group and an outline programme of field and garden
meetings for 2009 was agreed. All members of the BPS who responded to the initial
suggestion will be sent the 2009 programme when it is finalised, as will those in the region
who have provided the BPS with an e-mail address. Any other interested members should
contact Brian Dockerill at 19 Westfield Road, Glyncoch Pontypridd, Mid-Glam. CF37
3AG, tel. 01443 402999 or brian.dockerill@tiscali.co.uk for further information. They look
forward to meeting you at future events of what we feel sure will become a thriving group.
DESTINATION OF PTERIDOPHYTE RECORDS – Members are reminded that
records of ferns, horsetails, clubmosses and quillworts in the wild should be sent to the
appropriate Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI) Vice-county recorders, whose
addresses are available from the BSBI website or BSBI yearbook, which is available to
BSBI members. For those without access to the Internet or yearbook, records may be
sent to the BPS Recorder, Fred Rumsey, who will forward them to the BSBI. These
records are stored centrally at the Biological Records Centre, and can be accessed by
the BPS.
NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING PROJECT – If you have been following
Chris Page’s series of articles on Recording Ferns in Pteridologist (see Vol. 4, Part 6, pp
188-189) you will have read that keeping photographic records of fern sites is a very
powerful method of monitoring the effect of environmental conditions on fern
populations. With this in mind we are launching this new project with the hope that
members who regularly photograph ferns will contribute by supplying their photographs
and also to encourage members who visit sites on a regular basis to start keeping their
own photographic records. This new project will ultimately be launched on our website.
Please contact the General Secretary with any contributions or for more information.
NEW BPS IDENTIFICATION KEY – Adrian Dyer is developing a new fern
identification key for beginners that will ultimately be downloadable from our website. He
is looking for volunteers among BPS members or their families who would be willing to try
out the key during the coming season and then report back with any difficulties and/or
successes. Please contact Adrian by e-mail for a test copy: adrian@dyer499.freeserve.co.uk.
65

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2008
MINUTES of the 105th Annual General Meeting of the British Pteridological Society held
on Saturday 5th April 2008 at the Natural History Museum, London at 1400 hrs.
[Preamble. These minutes are shorter than those of previous years as a result of most of the
Officers’ and Committee Appointees’ Reports for 2007 being published in the Bulletin for
2007 in advance of this AGM. The exception is the report of the General Secretary, which
was updated by Yvonne Golding, read out at the meeting, and thus also reproduced here.
These minutes have been reviewed by Robert Sykes, Yvonne Golding and Alison Paul, and
their approval will be sought at the next Annual General Meeting on 4 April 2009. Notes,
not being part of the minutes, are enclosed in square brackets as is this one.]
IN THE CHAIR: The President, Mr Robert Sykes.
PRESENT: Graham Ackers, Pat Acock, Jo Basil, Clive Brotherton, A.R. (Matt) Busby,
Rob Cooke, Richard Dadd, Gerry Downey, Adrian Dyer, John Edgington, Alison Evans,
Lizzie Evans, Mary Gibby, Rowan Godfrey, Roger Golding, Yvonne Golding, Alistair
Grandison, Nigel Hall, Nick Hards, Michael Hayward, Graham Hoare, Jack Hubert,
Jennifer Ide, Howard Matthews, Frank McGavigan, Christine Mullins, Karen Munyard,
Steve Munyard, Alan Ogden, Alison Paul, Anthony Pigott, Tim Pyner, Julian Reed, Martin
Rickard, Fred Rumsey, Bryan Smith, Gill Smith, Barrie Stevenson, Sandy Strang, Matt
Stribley, Alistair Urquhart, Philip Urquhart, Danny Vanstraelen, Alastair Wardlaw, Lesley
Williams.
Item 1 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Ian Bennallick, Jonathan Crowe, Peter
Freshwater, Elise Knox-Thomas, Frank Katzer, Bridget Laue, Sylvia Martinelli, James
Merryweather, Mike Porter, Paul Ripley, Mike Taylor, Robin Walls.
Item 2 – APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Minutes of the 104th Annual General
Meeting of the British Pteridological Society held on Saturday 24th March 2007 and
published in the Bulletin (Vol. 6, No. 6) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
Item 3 – MATTERS ARISING: There were none.
Item 4a – REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY (Yvonne Golding):
2007 was another busy year for the BPS committee. We met in January in London at the
Natural History Museum; we had our AGM in Edinburgh where we welcomed our new
President Robert Sykes, two new Vice Presidents – Rob Cooke and Mike Porter, and four
new committee members: John Edgington, Roger Golding, Howard Matthews and Matt
Stribley. This new committee met for the first time in May, this time in Manchester, and
went back to London for our October meeting.
This year we have re-written our constitution, a task that took much longer than we
originally anticipated! There were many clauses that had to be changed to reflect our
current situation and to make our Society more compatible with Charity Law. We have
changed the wording of the Objects which we now think better describe the wide-ranging
activities of our Society. We had a heated debate about whether we should change the name
of our Society but for the moment we are leaving it as British Pteridological Society. We
have agreement though that we can use a qualifying strap line along the lines of ‘the society
for fern enthusiasts’ wherever possible. We finalised the constitutional changes at our
committee meeting in January 2008. We have the full agreement of the committee for the
changes. Today we will be asking you to vote for it.
After the successful indoor meeting at Wisley in November, a small working group met on
the Sunday to discuss the future direction of the BPS and to try and come up with an
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achievable three year plan. These Planning Meetings, a relatively new initiative, are held
every three years during the first year of a new Presidency. Such meetings enable key
members of the committee to discuss strategic issues unencumbered by routine committee
business. One of the main topics identified for discussion was the desire to raise the profile
of the BPS, both to attract new members and also to engage more with the general public,
which is our statutory duty as a charity. We have come up with some ideas, which we are
actively pursuing. These include a greater presence at flower shows, and fern meetings for
the general public. Other issues discussed were education about ferns, both for our members
and the public, what else we can provide for gardeners and how we can expand our regional
groups to cover the whole of the UK.
We were sorry to learn of the deaths of four of our members. These were Dr Donald
Carmichael of Devon who joined the Society in 1997, Dr Robert Finch of Cambridge
who joined in 1968; in January of this year, Mr Alf Hoare aged 89 of Hertfordshire who
joined the Society in 1969 and lastly in February of this year, Mr Wallace Fyfe who
became interested in ferns when he discovered a Victorian fernery in his garden at Ascog
Hall on the Isle of Bute. He raised funds to restore it to its former glory and it will be his
lasting legacy. Obituaries for Alf Hoare and Wallace Fyfe will be published in the 2008
Bulletin.
Another downside of the year’s end is marked by the retirement of some of our hardworking officers. We say goodbye to James Merryweather who has done a splendid job in
editing ten issues of Pteridologist, the last six of which were very professionally presented
and in full, glossy colour. We look forward to new input in Pteridologist from Martin
Rickard, assisted by Alec Greening. I understand it is to be a bumper issue this year and
published in the spring, so they have certainly got off to a good start.
Pat Acock retires after ten very productive years as Meetings Secretary, organising full and
ambitious programmes of trips (which he almost always attended) up and down the country
and abroad. But luckily Pat continues to help us out in so many other ways and long may it
continue. We wish his successor Rob Cooke the best of luck in this role.
Frank McGavigan retires as an elected committee member and we shall miss his measured
and logical approach on issues at meetings but he continues as Regional Organiser for
Scotland where he has embarked on a recording project monitoring some of our rarest ferns.
He also has input into the newly formed website sub-committee.
Matt Busby also retires as a committee member but he is still very much involved with the
Society as Archivist and adviser on horticultural matters, and is about to embark on another
important role.
And Anne Wright is trying to retire as Spore Exchange Organiser; Barry and Anne have
provided this very popular and important service to members both in this country and
abroad for ten years. We urgently need to find replacements for them so we can
maintain this service for members. If anyone feels willing and able to fill this post Anne
has agreed to give full training and work with you over the course of this year so the
new person can confidently take over. It also comes with a fridge if that is any
incentive!
Our Society is run entirely by a fleet of volunteers who work on behalf of our membership
and I would like to thank all of them for their hard work throughout the year.
Item 4b – REPORT OF THE TREASURER (Gill Smith): The Treasurer referred the
meeting to the accounts published in the Bulletin, and invited questions and comments.
There were none, and the members agreed to adopt the accounts.
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Item 5 – QUESTIONS ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Membership Secretary’s Report. Adrian Dyer asked whether the committee had any
thoughts about addressing the gentle decline in membership. Mary Gibby reported that this
was an issue with other specialist societies, caused perhaps by the lack of exposure in
schools, and a decline in a passion for looking at plants in detail (although conservation
does currently have a high profile). Both agreed that we should perhaps be seen to be doing
something ‘useful’, such as recording. Robert Sykes reported that the Butterfly
Conservation Society had a strong membership, partly because butterflies were good
indicators of global warming on a year by year basis (plants only demonstrating global
warming effects over a much longer time scale).
Danny Vanstraelen suggested setting up a web forum as a way of attracting new members,
including younger people. It was pointed out that there were two fern forums in existence
already – the USA-based Fernet, and the UK-based UKFerns. However, Rob Cooke
maintained that to attract new members, a BPS forum was required. [Note, this will be
discussed by the committee.]
Website Editor’s Report. Jennifer Ide enquired about progress on putting the Society’s
journals on-line, wondering whether their absence could be one cause of declining
membership. Anthony Pigott responded with the following points:–
• The committee had decided that there would be a two year delay before a journal could
be put on the web.
• An investigation was underway to determine how many journals were currently available
in electronic format (probably runs of about five years).
• Some editing work will be required before they could be put on-line.
• Then would follow the more significant work of including the majority of the journals
available only in paper form. One possibility would be to pay for this to be done.
In answer to a question about whether the Society should have its own website, Anthony
Pigott pointed out that the Society has its own domain, but is hosted on the Natural History
Museum’s server.
Item 6 – QUESTIONS ON COMMITTEE APPOINTEES’ REPORTS
Archivist’s Report. Expanding on this report, Yvonne Golding reported that Manchester
Museum had agreed to house our archives free of charge, and were in the process of
drawing up a loan agreement. Jennifer Ide asked whether her own investigations into
archive preservation should be continued, but it was suggested these be put on hold until
after the removal of the archives to Manchester.
Fern Varieties Subcommittee Report. As an addition to this report, Robert Sykes reported
that a Fern Registration Subcommittee had been formed with the intention of identifying
one or more fern variety Registrars from within the Society. Although there were
international Registrars for many other groups of horticultural plants, to date ferns had not
been catered for. The first group to be addressed will be the genus Polypodium, because
Martin Rickard had already performed much of the appropriate groundwork.
Item 7 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE, AND APPOINTMENT
OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS
Vice-Presidents. Nominations had been received for Mr A.R. (Matt) Busby and Dr Adrian
Dyer, and they were elected unanimously.
Officers. All of the Officers except the two noted below were available for re-election. This
was proposed by Nick Hards, seconded by Howard Matthews, and they were unanimously
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re-elected en bloc. They are: General Secretary Dr Yvonne Golding, Treasurer Mrs Gillian
Smith, Membership Secretary Mr Mike Taylor, Conservation Officers Dr Heather McHaffie and
Dr Fred Rumsey, Fern Gazette Editor Prof. Mary Gibby, Bulletin Editor Miss Alison Paul,
Website Editor Mr Anthony Pigott.
Meetings Secretary. Following ten years of service, Pat Acock was retiring, and
nominations had been received for Rob Cooke as his replacement, and he was elected
unanimously.
Pteridologist Editor. Following six years of service, James Merryweather was retiring, and
nominations had been received for Martin Rickard as his replacement, and he was elected
unanimously. He will be assisted by Alec Greening.
Elected Committee Members. The two longest serving members, Mr A.R. (Matt) Busby
(elected 3/2005) and Mr Frank McGavigan (elected 3/2004), were retiring and were not
available for re-election as Elected Committee members.
The remaining six members (Dr Michael Hayward, Dr Sylvia Martinelli, Prof. John
Edgington, Mr Roger Golding, Mr Howard Matthews and Mr Matt Stribley) were available
for re-election. This was proposed by Rob Cooke, seconded by Adrian Dyer, and they were
unanimously elected en bloc.
In addition, nominations had been received for Mr Alec Greening, Dr Bridget Laue, Mr
Paul Ripley and Mr Bryan Smith, and they were all unanimously elected.
Independent Examiners. Dr Nick Hards and Mr Alex Storie had agreed to act as
Independent Examiners.
Item 8 – CHANGES TO THE BPS CONSTITUTION
Robert Sykes outlined the background to the re-drafting of the constitution, which had been
circulated to all members. Some of the amendments reflect changes in the way the Society
is run, and some merely tidy up the existing document. It was not possible to take
amendments at this meeting, but it was necessary to vote on its adoption.
In clause 3.1, the replacement of the names of the journals with “regular publications” was
queried, but it was pointed out that this was to allow more flexibility, and there was no
hidden agenda to abandon any of the three current journals!
The votes for adopting the revised constitution were 45 for, 0 against and 1 abstention.
[Note, the new constitution is published elsewhere in this journal.]
Item 9 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS
J.W. Dyce Award. This was a new award to commemorate the great contribution made to
the Society by the late Jimmy Dyce. It would be presented annually to the writer of the best
article (or book) to appear in the previous year, and consisted of a cash prize of £100. Five
articles had been considered:–
‘The species and subspecies in the Dryopteris affinis group’ by C.R. Fraser-Jenkins in The
Fern Gazette, vol. 18, part 1, 2007.
‘Dynamics of long-distance dispersal: the spread of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum and
Asplenium trichomanes (Aspleniaceae: Pteridophyta) on London walls’ by J.A. Edgington
in The Fern Gazette, vol. 18, part 1, 2007.
‘Male Ferns 2007’ by James Merryweather in the Pteridologist, vol. 4, part 6, 2007.
‘The Fine Ferns of Flora Graeca’ by Graham Ackers in the Pteridologist, vol. 4, part 6,
2007.
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‘Fern Collections in Manchester Museum’ by Barbara Porter in the Pteridologist, vol. 4,
part 6, 2007.
In the end, it had been decided to make the award jointly to Christopher Fraser-Jenkins
and James Merryweather, having written technical and approachable articles respectively
on the difficulties in identifying male ferns. Neither recipient was present, but Robert Sykes
read out a rather entertaining e-mail from Christopher Fraser-Jenkins acknowledging the
award.
Outstanding Service Awards. This was a new award initiated during the chairmanship of
Adrian Dyer, and this time was awarded to two people. James Merryweather had edited the
Pteridologist for a total of ten years (including a break), during which he had changed the
format of the magazine to be artistically presented and very colourful. As well as his many
other duties, Pat Acock had run many highly successful meetings, most of which he
attended, both at home and abroad, and he was present to receive the award of an engraved
cut-glass goblet.
Focus on Spleenworts Meeting 1 November 2008. Robert Sykes drew attention to this
meeting, to be held at the Natural History Museum, and encouraged members to attend.
New Spore Exchange Organisers Needed. Following the request of the current organisers
Barry and Anne Wright to retire, Robert Sykes emphasised the importance of finding
replacements for what was one of the Society’s most important jobs, and requested any
volunteers to contact him.
Website Areas to be Delegated. There was a need for discrete areas of the website to be
delegated to individual editors, and Robert Sykes urged members both to offer editorial
assistance, and to accept editorial roles. [Note, this will be progressed by the committee.]
Restoration of the Fernery at Benmore Gardens. Mary Gibby had written to Robert
Sykes concerning the restoration of the Benmore fernery. The letter had then been
circulated to committee members, and some copies were made available at the meeting for
attendees to read. A final £65,000 was still required, and Mary had asked whether the BPS
could contribute, perhaps considering helping towards the cost of some interpretation on
ferns that would complement the plantings. Adrian Dyer made a similar suggestion that we
might consider sponsoring something. The previous feedback received from the committee
had been variable, but the meeting was generally sympathetic to supporting this project
providing BPS funds were available.
The Second James Bolton Fern Drawings. The first set of Bolton’s fern drawings for the
first British fern book [Filices Britannicae] were housed at the Natural History Museum.
His second set of unpublished watercolour drawings were now up for sale by an American
dealer at £65,000, and Graham Ackers had offered a contribution to the NHM to help
acquire these. He asked the meeting whether BPS and/or individuals would be interested in
contributing also. There was general agreement that BPS could make an offer, but that the
amount of such an offer should be carefully considered.
A Week-long Field Meeting? Martin Rickard wished to test the idea of running week-long
UK field meetings, and asked attendees whether they might be interested in attending such a
meeting in the north of Scotland in say 2009 or 2010. A show of hands indicated
considerable interest for this idea.
Robert Sykes closed the meeting at 15.10.
Graham Ackers
Committee Secretary
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BPS ACCOUNTS FOR 2008
2007

2008

£15,485.05
£1,415.82
£3,386.44
£827.85
£1,131.03
n/a
£243.00
£543.00
£23,032.19

£13,937.58
£1,773.82
£765.00
£864.03
£0.00
£440.01
£96.00
£277.93
£18,154.37

£3,946.30
£2,905.00
£0.00
£12.28
£533.06
£34.00
£15.00
£25.00
£723.26
£933.64
£356.13
£1,749.31
£0.00
£530.00
£116.81
£267.20
£828.00

£3,360.30
4,362.03
£3,778.00
£169.00
£405.40
£36.00
£12.00
£44.79
£1,296.54
£1,025.54
£452.56
£7,355.97
£339.93
£540.17
£73.86
£727.24
£166.80

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£12,974.99

£24,146.13

Balance (income minus expenditure)

£10,057.20

–£5,991.76

Brought Forward from previous year

£29,240.06

£39,297.26

Total in Ordinary Account

£39,297.26

£33,305.50

ORDINARY ACCOUNT
INCOME
Subscriptions
Interest
Booksales
Merchandise (see note 9)
Inland Revenue Gift Aid (see note 8)
Publishers Licensing Society
Donations
Other
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Pteridologist
Fern Gazette
Bulletin
Printing & Stationery
Administration & Postage
Subscriptions to Societies
Plant & Spore Exchanges
Meetings
Merchandise
Trustees’ Expenses
Archive Storage
Booksales
Special Awards
Autumn Mailing
Credit Card Costs
Computer Leasing
Other

CENTENARY FUND (Restricted Account)
Interest
Interest brought forward from previous year
Grant

£342.09
£1,481.25
£0.00

£334.34
£1,823.34
£500.00

Total Interest

£1,823.34

£1,657.68

Capital brought forward from previous year

£5,583.73

£5,583.73

Total in Centenary Fund

£7,407.07

£7,241.41
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GREENFIELD FUND (Restricted Account)
Interest
Interest brought forward from previous year
Grant

£120.23
£1,432.04
£0.00

£117.51
£1,552.27
£0.00

Total Interest

£1,552.27

£1,669.78

Capital brought forward from previous year

£1,051.00

£1,051.00

Total in Greenfield Fund

£2,603.27

£2,720.78

PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT
Brought forward from previous year
Income
Interest
Expenditure

£6,678.84
£1,914.73
£323.39
£166.13

£8,750.83
£941.09
£395.00
£0.00

Total in Publications Account

£8,750.83

£10,086.92

TOTAL FUNDS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2008
Ordinary Account
Centenary Fund
Greenfield Fund
Publications Account

£39,297.26
£7,407.07
£2,603.27
£8,750.83

£33,305.50
£7,241.41
£2,720.78
£10,086.92

Total Funds

£58,058.43

£53,354.61

Charitable Organisations Investment Fund
Bank of Scotland & Others

£40,926.92
£17,131.51

£43,166.95
£10,187.66

Total Funds

£58,058.43

£53,354.61

REPRESENTED BY

INCOME 2008
Publishers
Licensing Society
Publications
2%
5%
Merchandise
5%
Booksales
4%
Interest
10%

Subscriptions
74%
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EXPENDITURE 2008
All Other
Expenditure
12%

Fern Gazette
18%

Booksales &
Merchandise
36%

Bulletin
16%

Pteridologist
14%

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Trustees Expenses
4%

1. The accounts reflect the subscriptions actually received in the year.
2. The Publishers Licensing Society approached BPS with a view to obtaining royalties for
copying BPS publications. They were able to go back over previous years and collect amounts
due to BPS so in this first year income is higher than would normally be the case.
3.The Society possesses the following stock:
Back issues of the Bulletin, Fern Gazette and Pteridologist valued at approximately £1,500.
Merchandising valued at approximately £2,500 & capital of £834.87
Booksales – new and second-hand books valued at approximately £7,500 & capital of £434.32.
FSC Key to Common Ferns – 344 valued at £616
BPS Special Publications entitled (no. copies) valued at:
Fern Names and their Meanings (81) £365
Polystichum Cultivars (50) £625
Cultivation and Propagation (240) £1,200
New Atlas of Ferns (68) £612
History of British Pteridology (708) £2,124
Fern Books Before 1900 (369) £5,535
BPS Abstracts & Papers (373) £1,119
Occasional Paper of the BPS (11) £28
CD Rom – BPS Minute Book (6) £60
4. Full details of Merchandise and Booksales Accounts can be obtained from the Managers.
5. The Society decided to split our two Restricted Funds into ‘Capital’ and ‘Interest’.
The ‘Interest’ section of the Funds is available for payment as grants.
6. A grant of £500 was made from the Centenary Fund in 2008 to Sarah Whittingham to help
research two new books on Pteridomania (a report will be published in the 2009 Bulletin).
7. Computers for specific BPS officers’ use are being leased from Dell Computers. This gives the
Society the ability to keep up with computer technology without having to invest capital funds.
8. Gift Aid returns are not listed on these accounts as the claim form was lost by the Inland Revenue. This
was not realised until later in the year; the return has been re-submitted but IR have a backlog. At the time
of completing these accounts, it had not been received. This will now appear in the 2009 accounts.
9. In the past year, several credit/debit card input slips have NOT been entered into the BPS account
by BoS. The total amount missing is £178.70. This has been notified to BoS who are investigating.
£120.70 of this was accounted for in the Merchandise 2008 accounts. This has been removed from
2008 combined accounts to allow paperwork to balance to bank accounts.
Gillian Smith, Treasurer

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2008
I have examined the accounting records maintained by the Treasurer of the British Pteridological
Society. I can certify that the accounts presented to me are in accordance with the books and records.
Dr Nick Hards, Independent Examiner, 24 February 2009
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS
& COMMITTEE APPOINTEES FOR 2008
GENERAL SECRETARY – Yvonne Golding
In 2008 the BPS committee met in January at The Natural History Museum in London; we
had our AGM in London where we welcomed Adrian Dyer and Matt Busby as new VicePresidents together with new committee members Bridget Laue and Alec Greening and also
welcomed back Paul Ripley and Bryan Smith. Rob Cooke took over from Pat Acock as
Meetings Secretary and Martin Rickard became Publications Secretary. This new
committee met for the first time in May in Manchester and we were back to London for our
October meeting.
Our committee is very hard working and we take pleasure in acknowledging their efforts.
Anne Wright retired as Spore Exchange Organiser in 2008. Barry and Anne between them
have provided this popular and important service to members both in this country and
abroad since 1997 and we will be acknowledging that service by awarding them one of our
Outstanding Contribution Awards. Unfortunately we have not been able to find a
replacement for them but Matt Busby has come to the rescue and is providing this valuable
service for us in 2009. We do still urgently need to fill this post; the spore exchange is a
popular service and an important incentive to attract new members. It could be run by one
person or perhaps by a couple. If anyone feels willing and able to fill this post, full support
will be provided so the new person can confidently take over. It also comes with a fridge if
that’s any incentive!
Another retiree is Alastair Wardlaw who, besides being President of our Society from 2001
to 2004 and spearheading our bid to become a registered charity, has convened the Tree
Fern Special Interest Group and edited the newsletter (latterly in Pteridologist) since 1997.
He has really put tree ferns on our agenda and encouraged many of us to grow them in our
own gardens. We therefore also recognise Alastair’s input by awarding him one of our
Outstanding Contribution Awards.
In 2008 we awarded the first J.W. Dyce award jointly to Christopher Fraser-Jenkins and
James Merryweather for their articles in Fern Gazette and Pteridologist enlightening us on
the subject of the Dryopteris affinis group. The award (of £100) is open to anyone who
writes an interesting and informative article for any of our publications.
From time to time we also like to recognise exceptional service by conferring honorary
membership. This year we are awarding this gratifying (and useful!) award to Prof. Barry
Thomas and John Woodhams. Barry has been a member of the Society for a staggering 45
years and a committee member for 35 of those years, including holding the offices of
President and Treasurer (for 14 years) and various periods editing The Fern Gazette and
Pteridologist. John Woodhams, a member for 38 years, has also served as a committee
member and Vice-President and hosted numerous Society visits to RBG Kew. We hope
they will continue to enjoy their membership during retirement.
Also in 2008 we made an award from the Centenary Fund to Dr Sarah Whittingham, who is
an architectural historian, to help research two new and exciting books on Pteridology. One
by Shire Publications on The Victorian Fern Craze is to be published in 2009 and another
published by Francis Lincoln Publishers on Pteridomania. We look forward to these books
and having our Society acknowledged in them.
Since our AGM of last year we have learned of the death of six of our members. Rita
Coughlin joined the BPS in 1969 with her husband Ray who was an avid fern grower and
raised many new cultivars; Rita looked after his fern collection for as long as she was able
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after Ray’s death in 1996. Gerry Downey was a keen and excellent grower of species ferns
and was a BPS member for 34 years; Pat Hill-Cottingham, a member since 1985, published
her work on Somerset ferns; Edward Needham was a very significant fern grower, though
only a member for a few years; Barbara Porter was a keen fern grower and member since
1993 and John Hicks who joined in 1999 was a regular at South-East Group meetings.
Please read their obituaries in the Bulletin. In addition, we have learned of the death of three
overseas fern enthusiasts: Milton Edwards of Belgrave Australia who joined the BPS in
2006, Bob Halley of California, USA, a member since 1989 and Claude Jérôme of France
who, though not a BPS member, was an active member of the Group of European
Pteridologists. Our sympathy goes out to their families.
Looking ahead, our Committee is actively seeking ways to improve our Society both for its
members and to raise our profile to the general public to attract new members and to raise
awareness of ferns, their cultivation, ecology and conservation. To this end we would like
to appoint two new officers: Publicity and Marketing Officer and an Education Coordinator. If you have any skills in this area and would like to help, even in a small way,
then please contact Graham Ackers.
In the future we would like to be able to allocate all members, if they should wish, to a
Regional Group so they can be put in touch with local fern-lovers and take part in meetings,
excursions, exchange horticultural knowledge (and plants!) and monitor and record native
ferns in their area. We already have six flourishing Regional Groups in Scotland, Yorkshire,
North-West and South-East England, East Anglia and Cornwall. To this list we are pleased
to announce the formation of a new group, South Wales and the Borders, led by Brian
Dockerill. We wish him every success and support in this new venture. We are also hoping
that other groups will follow, notably in the Midlands and Wessex.
One of the strengths of our Society is the horticultural knowledge amongst its members and
the huge range of ferns and their cultivars that are grown in their gardens. A new
Subcommittee has been set up with a view to ultimately establish our Society as the
International Cultivar Registration Authority for particular fern groups. They are starting
with Polypodium. We wish Colin Ellis and his committee the best of luck in this new venture.
In these times of recession, when money is short, it is difficult for a small specialised
charity such as ours to maintain its current membership, let alone encourage new members.
We are not alone in this difficulty. If we want to promote our Society we really must
engage more with the general public and as a charity we should be doing this anyway. We
can all contribute as individuals by encouraging friends and family to join and take an
interest in ferns. We already meet enthusiastic gardeners through our annual presence at
Southport Flower Show facilitated by Mike Hayward. From time to time we are lucky
enough to have a presence at other venues; in June 2008 Ray Smith and Matt Busby put on
a fern display at the University of Birmingham Botanic Garden Open Day. This year (2009)
we plan to represent the BPS for the first time at the RHS Tatton Park Flower Show in The
National Plant Societies Marquee. This gives us the opportunity to engage with thousands
of visitors. If this is a success maybe our presence will become a regular feature and who
knows others may want to represent our Society at other large venues. We hope that as
many members as possible will visit us in Cheshire. In addition, we are planning a Fern Day
at Manchester Museum in September 2009. The museum already runs a successful series of
events called Big Saturdays. We are slotting into this series by presenting a range of talks
and displays of anything fern-related, including living plants, all aimed at the general public
with little or no knowledge of ferns. If this is a success then maybe we can develop a fern
road show that members can take to other parts of the country.
I hope you will agree that your committee is working very hard to help maintain the success
of our Society in a changing world and to fulfil its charitable purposes.
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Mike Taylor
2008 was a very disappointing year with a further drop of 73 in membership numbers,
making a total drop of 139 since 2005. We now have a total of 654 members made up of
443 Full, 87 Optional, 29 Complimentary, 6 Honorary, 7 Student and 82 Subscribers. There
are a further 49 family members. The amount recovered in Gift Aid for 2008 should be
approximately £1,043; the Society will have benefited by the magnificent sum of over
£6,000 since we first started claiming Gift Aid.
Only 36 new members were recruited in 2008 compared with 62 in 2007, however, on the
bright side 8 members re-joined for 2008 and we have already had 17 new members for
2009. There has been no drop in the number of Subscribers and the number of members
who pay via the AFS has increased by two to a total of 67.
I personally do not know what else we can do to encourage people to join the Society. We
produce three great publications, we have a spore exchange system in place and we organise
pteridological meetings that range from small local affairs to international meetings all over
the world. Any of these are worth the £20 membership fee.
MEETINGS SECRETARY – Rob Cooke
2008 was another year in which we were able to arrange a varied and well attended
meetings programme; I hope those of you who did not attend read the reports and have
your appetites whetted for this forthcoming year. Although I have been Meetings
Secretary for a year now, I must give a huge vote of thanks to Pat Acock, who before
passing on the mantle organised last year’s programme. Now that the responsibility for
the 2009 programme has fallen to me, I well realise the amount of work Pat put in;
indeed he continues to guide and support me, and I am very pleased that he remains on
the sub-committee. I must too thank the members of the sub-committee, and welcome
Roger Golding, who joins us this year. We have put together a good programme of
meetings and I hope many of you attend. As always we are very keen to receive offers to
run meetings, or suggestions of where to hold meetings, so please do let me or other
members of the committee have your ideas.
CONSERVATION OFFICER – Fred Rumsey
As in 2007 the Society’s local groups working with Heather and myself and other
individual members have been actively involved in gathering valuable monitoring data for
the conservation agencies on several threatened fern species and related re-introduction
programmes. We hope to integrate more fully such actions in future meetings programmes.
Additions continue to be made to the British list – both native (Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta)
and alien. As noted last year invasives have a potentially profound effect on our flora and
most arise as garden escapes; their study and documentation is thus of some importance. A
revised British Checklist of all taxa giving their conservation and legal status is currently
being prepared. Advice continues to be given on conservation issues relating to
pteridophytes when requested.
RECORDING OFFICER – Fred Rumsey
I am very grateful to the many members who have helped contribute records this year and it
is pleasing to be able, once again, to document the discovery of new species and hybrids to
the British Flora made as a result of members’ actions. I would like to apologise for the lack
of progress on delivery of the new recording cards – it is hoped that versions of these can be
made generally available on request soon. Anthony Pigott and I continue to liaise with the
Botanical Society of the British Isles as to how we might mutually benefit with regards to
recording matters. Please contact me if you are unsure how to pass records to the
appropriate authorities, or indeed if you want guidance or support for activities that involve
record gathering. Belatedly, in 2009 I hope to outline in the Society’s journals and website
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how we as a Society can contribute to these important activities and the potential benefits to
members of doing so. It is still my hope that recording will become more widely embraced
within the Society and better integrated into our field meetings. As I have said before, your
expertise and knowledge is important and shouldn’t be overlooked. All records are
important!
PUBLICATIONS SECRETARY – Martin Rickard
All three journals are running to schedule at the time of writing. Special Publications
continue to sell steadily, with one new addition this year. Michael Hayward has reproduced
The Occasional Paper of The British Pteridological Society, published in 1875, as Special
Publication no. 10. It is a slim volume but of great interest as it was produced 16 years
before the recognised birth date of our current Society. Initially this Paper was issued with a
free nature print by Col. Jones; through diligent research Michael has re-found this print
and a full size reproduction is included plus another full size reproduction of Wollaston’s
chart for distinguishing between Dryopteris oreades, D. filix-mas and D. affinis. His table is
still good today, 134 years later – although the names have changed of course! Copies are
available from Pat Acock for £2.50 + postage (inland £0.75, Europe £1.00, world printed
papers £1.25).
FERN GAZETTE EDITOR – Mary Gibby
The Fern Gazette Volume 18 parts 3 and 4 were published in August and December 2008
respectively. Part 4 is a much bigger size than normal to accommodate a substantial paper
of c. 100 pages. It was not practical to split this into two parts, and, with the agreement of
the committee, the decision was made to publish an extended part. In anticipation of this
Part 3 had slightly fewer pages than normal.
Currently there is plenty of copy being received; six papers are currently out for review or
have been sent back to authors for revision. The next part is planned for spring 2009. I
welcome feedback from members on the balance of content in the articles in the Fern
Gazette. I know that some papers in particular have generated considerable discussion and
debate, and this can only be good for the subject!
PTERIDOLOGIST EDITOR – Martin Rickard
As planned, the publication of the Pteridologist in 2008 was brought forward to May and
was almost double the size of the previous year’s issue. This was made possible by an
excellent crop of articles being submitted by members and by the other half of the editorial
team, Alec Greening, finding a very competitive quote from a local printer. We believe
costs for 2009 should be similar so we hope to be able to produce another bumper issue.
Deadline for copy will continue to be January 31st each year. Please send in your
contributions in good time, preferably not on the 31st January! Publication is again targeted
for May or June.
BULLETIN EDITOR – Alison Paul
The 2008 Bulletin is another large one – 92 pages, with 52 contributors – reflecting the
continuing high number of BPS meetings, both National and those organised by our
Regional Groups. Sadly it also contains quite a few obituaries. I would like to thank those
contributors who sent in their reports or photographs in good time and urge others to do the
same in future.
WEBSITE EDITOR – Anthony Pigott
The website continues to develop, both with the usual updates of BPS information, such as
meetings programmes, spore lists and publications, and new features such as news of the
cultivated fern herbarium, the Editor’s Blog and on-line pteridophyte distribution. The home
page has continued to evolve, especially to enable visitors to access new information quickly.
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We continue to look at how more people can be involved in the development and running of
the website and at how the website itself can be best structured to facilitate that. As always,
offers of contributions and other help are extremely welcome.
PROJECT OFFICER – Anthony Pigott
We now have four main projects underway.
Recording & Mapping. This project will implement a number of items all aimed at increasing
the participation of the BPS in the recording and analysis of pteridophyte distribution in Britain
and Ireland. This will include encouraging members to make records and working with the
BSBI to facilitate the input of new data and access to existing records. This has been delayed
by the availability of key individuals but we hope to restart very soon.
Photographic Recording. This project is separate to but complementary to the Recording
& Mapping Project. People will be asked to take photographs of fern sites at different
points in time with a view to learning about variations in conditions and abundance. The
project is about to be launched.
On-Line Journals. The BPS has decided to make back numbers of its journals available
on-line. There is a tremendous wealth of pteridophyte knowledge in those pages which is
currently difficult to access and search. This project has looked at the technical and
administrative issues involved. The coming year should see the availability of more recent
issues that are already in some digital format. We are actively investigating the possibility
of bulk scanning of the older paper-only issues.
Website Development. We see the website as being of increasing importance to the BPS and
the way it communicates with its members and the public. This project has looked at ways to get
more people involved and to make the website easier to expand and develop. A recent initiative
has seen the identification of named information providers for many sections of the website.
SPORE EXCHANGE ORGANISER – Anne Wright
The Spore Exchange continues to be a popular and important part of the Society’s activities. In
2008, 119 members requested and received spores from the exchange. Of these, 82 requests were
from UK members and 37 from overseas. This reaffirms the international nature of our exchange.
The overseas requests were from Australia 3, Belgium 4, Canada 1, Denmark 3, Estonia 1,
Finland 1, France 1, Germany 5, Hungary 1, Italy 1, Latvia 1, Luxembourg 1, Mauritius 1,
Netherlands 3, Norway 1, Portugal 1, South Africa 1, Switzerland 1, Thailand 1 and USA 4.
We are always extremely grateful for donations, but still receive a small number that prove
to contain either no spores at all or so few spores that we cannot list that taxon. This is made
worse by the knowledge that the donor would have spent considerable time collecting what
they believed to be an adequate donation of spores. We hope that donors will not be
offended if we let them know of any problems with their donations. If there are any queries
about donating spores, please feel free to email spores@ebps.org.uk and we will do our best
to help. May we also make a heartfelt plea that species names etc. are written very clearly in
CAPITAL LETTERS – it can take a considerable amount of time to look up all the possible
permutations on the internet!
We are extremely grateful to Matt Busby for taking on the exchange, and it is to be hoped
that a more permanent team can soon be in place. It remains only to say thank you to the
loyal band of donors, without whom we would not have this valuable service.
PLANT EXCHANGE ORGANISER – Jonathan Crowe
Donor forms were distributed with the spring 2008 mailing. The Plant Exchange List was
compiled and distributed at the end of May 2008.
Statistics for taxa offered are shown below:
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Status
Code
Sp0

Plant Status Description

No. in
2003
3

No. in
2004
10

No. in
2005
0

No. in
2007
0

No. in
2008
6

Sporeling less than 1 year old

Sp1

Sporeling 1-2 years old

8

13

15

13

17

Sp2

Sporeling 2-3 years old

10

13

15

7

19

Esp

Established plant

3

11

39

7

20

Bul

Bulbil

7

0

0

1

6

Rhs

Rhizomes

9

11

1

1

1

Plant status not stated by donor

21

0

0

0

0

Totals

61

58

70

29

69

2003

2004

2005

2007

2008

Donors only (thus only offering plants)

8

6

8

7

4

Donors also having ‘wants’

7

5

-

-

3

‘Wanters’ only (thus not offering plants)
List requesters only (neither offering
plants nor having ‘wants’)
Total number of participants

9

3

-

-

-

10

16

19

13

3

34

30

27

20

10

The statistics for participants are shown below:
Category of Participant

It can be seen that participation in the scheme has halved compared to last year. However,
the number of taxa offered has more than doubled, possibly because the spring mailing is a
better time to distribute donor forms. Despite few taking up the opportunity in 2008, it is
intended to retain the ‘wants’ feature next year.
BOOKSALES ORGANISER – Frank Katzer
It has been yet another very busy year for BPS booksales. Sales have been down, with just
over £750 worth of sales but the emphasis has been on stocking up. Initially I acquired
selections of new books and they will become a useful stock when they go out of print. The
main event of the year was the purchase of Nigel Hall’s collection of over 250 books. These
will be for sale at the next AGM. To make this sale as fair as possible to all members we
decided to auction the books that are of interest to multiple members. My main task at the
moment is to price them and to identify which books will generate most interest at the
AGM. I hope that the auction will be a success and that most people interested in fern books
will be able to buy items for their collections. BPS booksales is very grateful for the bequest
of the book collection of Barbara Porter, who died in June 2008. As usual BPS booksales
will always welcome bequests of books or offers to purchase either individual books
or whole collections. Please keep in mind that I cannot offer internet prices but then
neither would book shops. To contact me please use either my work e-mail:
Frank.Katzer@moredun.ac.uk or the booksales e-mail: Booksales@eBPS.org.uk, by post:
13 Hawdene, Broughton ML12 6FW, Scotland, or by phone +44 (0)1899 830374.
MERCHANDISE ORGANISERS – Bryan & Gill Smith
We returned to a reasonably successful year for Merchandising in 2008, which was
encouraging. We had around 25 mail orders (which came from the UK, USA, South Africa,
Denmark, Hungary and Eire) compared with only three (from the UK and Italy) in 2007. Faceto-face selling also continued, and we sold merchandise at the AGM in April and the
Asplenium Workshop in November. For all national meetings we attended, we gave attendees
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the option to pre-order items. Colleagues in the north, as before, sold merchandise at the
Southport show (August), and at the AGMs of the Yorkshire Regional Group and the NorthWest Regional Group. Overall, sales amounted to nearly £1,000, compared with less than £800
in 2007. Further details can be found in the Merchandise section of the Treasurer’s accounts.
The current merchandise list (October 2008), which was distributed with the autumn
mailing, boasts some 17 ranges and a total of over 40 individual products. We were
particularly pleased to produce and include the first ever BPS calendar using Bryan’s
photos. Encouraged by the success (nearly 40 were sold), we will do this again for a 2010
calendar, and members are encouraged to submit photos for possible inclusion.
The list continues to be available through the BPS website, and we send out copies when
we fulfill orders. It is still our aim to add photographs of items to the website. If anyone has
any ideas for ferny items that they’d really like to see and that they think other members
would also like to buy, please do let us know.
HORTICULTURAL INFORMATION ADVISER – Matt Busby
During this year I received only two communications by post, one asking for advice on the
cultivation of Osmunda regalis in pots and one from a member of the gardening public
asking me to recommend a supplier of Botrychium lunaria. This gardener was suitably
advised of the situation regarding this species; however, it was heartening to know that their
local garden centre had recommended our Society for expert advice.
ARCHIVIST – Matt Busby
The move of the Archive from Coventry to Manchester Museum anticipated during 2008
has not occurred owing to reasons outside the control of the Society’s Committee. I am
hopeful that the move will take place in the foreseeable future. During the year various
items have been added to the Archive and a few members have requested information from
it for their researches. Work has begun on digitising the more important colour-slides and I
am indebted to Roger Golding for his assistance.
May I appeal to members to consider donating items to the Society Archive? We would
particularly welcome photographs and colour-slides of members and meetings, especially
from the 1950s and 1960s.
FERN VARIETIES NOMENCLATURE SUBCOMMITTEE – Matt Busby
Once again this subcommittee has remained inactive for another year. The subcommittee
consists of Dr Alan Leslie, Martin Rickard, and me as convener.

THE AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY
The AFS invites all readers of this Bulletin to join the American Fern Society. You are welcome to visit the
AFS website: amerfernsoc.org. Regular members receive Fiddlehead Forum five times a year, a newsletter
published for those who are interested in growing ferns, hunting for them and expanding their knowledge of
ferns. Journal members also receive the scientific quarterly American Fern Journal. Membership costs
$19 and $32 per annum respectively for members residing outside USA, Canada or Mexico, including
postage for airmail-assisted delivery. For particulars please write to Dr George Yatskievych, Missouri
Botanical Garden, P.O. Box 299, St Louis, Missouri 63166-0299, USA (george.yatskievych@mobot.org).
Online credit card payment is now available for the AFS via the AFS website.
AFS SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS: Our societies have an exchange arrangement whereby
members of the BPS can pay their AFS subscription through the BPS Membership Secretary and
vice versa. To take advantage of this, prospective members residing in Great Britain should contact
Mr M.G. Taylor, Westlea, Kyleakin, Isle of Skye IV41 8PH (Membership@eBPS.org.uk).
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OF THE

CONSTITUTION
BRITISH PTERIDOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Registered Charity No. 1092399

Adopted at the Annual General Meeting on 5 April 2008
1. NAME
The Society shall be called “The British Pteridological Society”.
2. OBJECTS
The objects of the Society are to promote all aspects of pteridology by encouraging the
appreciation, conservation, cultivation and scientific study of ferns, horsetails, clubmosses and
quillworts through publications, meetings, the provision of grants and other appropriate
means.
3. MANAGEMENT
3.1 The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, a President-elect, for one year before
his/her term as President, up to six Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary, a Committee Secretary,
a Treasurer, a Publications Secretary, the Senior Editors of the Society’s regular publications
and the Society’s Web Site, a Membership Secretary, a Meetings Secretary, a Conservation
Officer, a Project Officer and such others as the Society may appoint from time to time. All
posts are honorary.
3.2 The Management of the Society shall be in the hands of a Committee consisting of not more
than ten elected members with the addition of the Officers of the Society. Eight members,
including at least two of the President, the General Secretary, the Committee Secretary and the
Treasurer, shall constitute a quorum. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional
members, who shall retire at the next Annual General Meeting.
3.3 Any holder of a Committee appointment, such as Spore Exchange Organiser, Plant
Exchange Organiser, Merchandise Organiser, Booksales Organiser, or Archivist, who is not also
either an elected Officer of the Society or an elected Member of the Committee, will be eligible
to attend Committee Meetings but will have no voting rights.
3.4 The election of Officers and members of the Committee shall take place at the Annual
General Meeting. Terms of office shall be as follows:
3.4.1 President: three years, not eligible for re-election in the following three years.
3.4.2 The President-elect will be elected to the presidency one year before the expiry of the
term of the current President, and will serve that one year as President-elect before
taking up office.
3.4.3 Vice-presidents: three years, eligible for re-election.
3.4.4 All other officers: one year, eligible for re-election.
3.4.5 Elected members: one year, eligible for re-election, up to a maximum of five years,
thereafter eligible for re-election after a lapse of one year.
3.5 Nominations for Officers and members of the Committee must normally be received by
the Committee Secretary ten days before the Annual General Meeting.
3.6 A resolution in writing signed and agreed to by all members of the Committee for the
time being in the United Kingdom shall be as valid and effectual as if it had been passed at
a meeting of the Committee duly called and held, and may consist of several documents in
the like form each signed by one or more members of the Committee.
3.7 The Committee may fill any casual vacancy amongst its Officers or Committee
members until the next Annual General Meeting.
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3.8 All Committee members shall be Trustees of the Society within the meaning of the
Charities Act 1993 (or any statutory modification or re-enactment of that Act).
4. POWERS
4.1 In furtherance of the objects but not otherwise the Committee may exercise the
following powers:
4.1.1 to raise funds and to invite and receive contributions provided that in raising funds the
Committee shall not undertake any substantial permanent trading activities and shall
conform to any relevant requirements of the law;
4.1.2 to buy, take on lease or in exchange any property necessary for the achievement of the
objects and to maintain and equip it for use;
4.1.3 subject to any consents required by law to sell, lease or dispose of all or any part of
the property of the Society;
4.1.4 subject to any consents required by law to borrow money and to charge all or any part of
the property of the Society with repayment of the money so borrowed;
4.1.5 to employ such staff (who shall not be members of the Committee) as are necessary for the
proper pursuit of the objects and to make all reasonable and necessary provision for the
payment of pensions and superannuation for staff and their dependants;
4.1.6 to co-operate with other charities, voluntary bodies and statutory authorities operating in
furtherance of the objects or of similar charitable purposes and to exchange information
and advice with them;
4.1.7 to establish or support any charitable trusts, associations or institutions formed for all or
any of the objects;
4.1.8 to do all such other lawful things as are necessary for the achievement of the objects.
4.2 An Executive Committee comprising the President, General Secretary, Committee Secretary
and Treasurer shall have power to act on urgent matters arising between Committee meetings.
The Executive Committee shall report its actions to the Committee at the earliest opportunity.
4.3 The Committee may appoint from its own body, with or without the addition of other
members, such other committees as may be needed. The Committee may also appoint assistants
to any Officer; such assistants shall be entitled to deputise for the respective Officers at meetings.
5. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE
5.1 The funds of the Society, including all donations contributions and bequests, shall be
paid into an account operated by the Committee in the name of the Society at such bank as
the Committee shall from time to time decide. All cheques drawn on the account must be
signed by at least two members of the Executive Committee.
5.2 The funds belonging to the Society shall be applied only in furthering the objects.
6. ACCOUNTS
The Committee shall comply with their obligations under the Charities Act 1993 (or any
statutory re-enactment or modification of that Act) with regard to:
6.1 the keeping of accounting records for the Society;
6.2 the preparation of annual statements of account for the Society;
6.3 the auditing or independent examination of the statement of account of the Society; and
6.4 the transmission of the statements of account of the Society to the Charity Commission.
7. GENERAL MEETINGS
7.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held at such time and place as the
Committee may decide for the purpose of passing accounts, electing Officers and the
Committee and transacting the general business of the Society.
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7.2 An Extraordinary General meeting shall be called by the Committee Secretary within
thirty days of receiving a request in writing from the Committee or from not less than
twenty members stating the purpose for which such a meeting is required.
7.3 At least twenty-one days notice of any General Meeting shall be given to all members.
8. NOTICES
The accidental omission to give notice of a meeting to, or the non-receipt of notice of a
meeting by, any member shall not invalidate any proceedings or resolutions at any meeting
of the Society or any committee thereof except in the case of removal from membership.
9. ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
9.1 The annual subscription payable by members shall be payable in advance and due on
the First of January in each year, or on joining the Society.
9.2 The rates of subscription shall be fixed by a General Meeting from time to time.
10. HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
The Committee may elect any person or persons to Honorary Membership of the Society.
Honorary Members shall be entitled to all the privileges of membership, but shall not be
liable for payment of any subscription.
11. REMOVAL FROM MEMBERSHIP
11.1 Any member whose subscription is unpaid within six calendar months of it becoming
due shall be liable to have his/her name removed from the list of members of the Society.
11.2 Any member whose conduct in the opinion of the Committee is prejudicial to the
interests of the Society may be removed from membership by a two-thirds majority vote of
those present at a meeting of the Committee on the Agenda of which the words “Removal
of a Member” shall have appeared; provided no member may be so removed unless due
notice has been sent to the member of the intention of the Committee to proceed under this
rule and of the nature of the charges made and an opportunity has been afforded of
answering such charges to the satisfaction of the Committee. A member so removed shall
forfeit any claim upon the Society.
12. AWARDS
The Committee may make awards in respect of outstanding scientific or horticultural
achievements in the field of pteridology.
13. ALTERATION TO RULES
13.1 Any proposal for alteration or addition to this Constitution shall be in writing, and
shall be signed by twenty members, and be deposited with the General Secretary not less
than thirty days before the Annual General Meeting or before an Extraordinary General
Meeting called for the purpose. Such alteration or addition shall be included in the Agenda
of that meeting and circulated to all members and shall not be carried unless the votes of
two-thirds of the members present at the meeting are cast in favour.
13.2 No alteration shall be made which would have the effect of making the Society cease
to be a charity at law.
14. DISSOLUTION
The Society may be dissolved by a vote of at least three-quarters of those present and voting
at an Extraordinary General Meeting called for that purpose and if an effective resolution
for dissolution is passed the surplus funds and property of the Society shall be disposed of
to an agreed charitable organisation of similar interest.
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OBITUARIES
GERALD DOWNEY

1935 – 2008

Gerry joined the Society in 1974. I think I first met him early in 1975. He had read a brief
article I had written in the 1974 Bulletin describing my fern hunting in the French Alps. Even
then Gerry was an incredibly keen collector of ferns and alpines and some of the species I had
seen in France were on his wants list, as were many more I had not seen! Gerry contacted me
and from then on we met most years either at his home in Bicknacre or mine in Saffron
Walden, and later in Pampisford. Prior to contacting me he was also in touch with Christopher
Fraser-Jenkins who supplied him with much fascinating material from his worldwide travels.
Gerry’s garden was fabulous. It was full of treasures yet managed to be aesthetically
attractive at the same time. He had several greenhouses full of ferns and alpines. I
remember him showing me an alpine he had bought for £5. I was astonished – such
extravagance! Could any plant really be worth £5?! (Remember this was in 1975.) The
greenhouses were full of potted specimens but he did plant out many rarities in the garden –
so long as he always had a duplicate under glass. His garage was quite large and at the back
he had a workshop where he had installed a filmy fern case. This particularly fascinated me.
Most species he grew were from Australia or New Zealand. He had obtained them from tree
fern trunks! By keeping the trunks in high humidity it seemed that filmy ferns were easily
encouraged to grow out of them.
Alongside his garden was a drainage ditch, always dry when I saw it. Not his property but it
served as an overflow bed. I particularly remember Polystichum mohrioides from South
America here! Most of Gerry’s ferns were species, not cultivars. He had, however, acquired
a few cultivars over the years and I obtained my first Polypodium cultivar from him –
P. australe (cambricum) ‘Whilharris’. He was one of the first people I ever knew growing
Dicksonia antarctica. He had a large-fronded multi-crowned specimen in a container –
which by the late seventies had not produced a trunk!
His interest in plants led him to collect relevant books. I have not seen his collection since the
1970s but it was very good then. Mainly modern reference works – often very difficult to
come by. My first ever trip to the Chelsea Flower Show (probably 1976) was with Gerry. I
think we only really went to look at Daniel Lloyd’s book stall! The only ferns in the show
were a very nice display put on by Fibrex Nurseries and a mixed display by Maurice Mason
featuring some wonderful specimens of various Platycerium taxa, but the books were the lure!
In 1981 I moved to Herefordshire and largely lost touch with Gerry. His interest in growing
ferns and alpines continued but to some extent I think his passion for photographing birds
took over. Much more recently Gerry started coming to London meetings again and it was
good to re-establish contact. I know he was also involved with the East Anglian BPS
Group; perhaps it was the formation of this group that stimulated his renewed vigour for
ferns? Sadly he was only able to attend local day meetings of the BPS because he could not
easily leave his garden untended for too long. Who’d be a gardener?! I’m sure his
enthusiasm was helped by Pat Acock regularly giving him spores whenever he could from
his overseas trips. Other members also exchanged with him, notably Clive Brotherton and
more recently, Tim Pyner. Needless to say, Gerry was a very successful fern propagator. At
the time of his death I believe he had dozens of spore cultures ‘on the go’.
Throughout this time Gerry was married to June, who supported his various interests, and
keenly joined him on overseas collecting trips. It is thanks to her generosity that most of Gerry’s
collection of ferns, spore cultures and alpines have been distributed to good homes. Hopefully
in the future we will frequently hear that ‘This plant came from the Gerry Downey collection’.
Martin Rickard
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I got to know Gerry as he became a regular
at East Anglia group meetings over the last
ten years. By this time he had retired and he
and June had moved to Frinton-on-Sea on the
North Essex coast from their previous home in
Bicknacre. I was aware of his almost mythical
status as a grower and collector of rare and
obscure ferns principally through frequent
mentions in Richard Rush’s Hardy Ferns. I
had also noticed pans of unusual ferns shown
by Gerry at Alpine Garden Society Shows that
were always grown and presented to a very
high standard.
Once Gerry decided to get involved with the
local group and I got to know him I began to
realise what a depth of knowledge he had as
well as a complete dedication to studying,
collecting and growing ferns. He had an
photo: B.D. Smith
immense and wide-ranging knowledge of
ferns and a large number of colleagues and
Gerry Downey (2006)
acquaintances who were happy to send
spores or plant material. In the last few years he had become very interested in
polystichums and was building up a sizeable collection. In particular he was very keen on
the P. mohrioides/plicatum group that occur in South America and the Falklands. I was
always astounded that he was able to make contact with visitors and residents in the
Falklands who were able to provide spores and material that he was able to grow on even
though they may have been in the post for weeks.
A visit to Gerry’s garden was a real treat for fern enthusiasts. Here you could see a vast
array of ferns ranging from tree ferns to the tiniest alpines. There was always a large
number of sporelings being grown on, often of the most obscure species. Gerry was also
very interested in small aspleniums and was often trying to raise hybrids. He was very
generous and when I moved house he invited me to his garden and after we had walked
round he presented me with a selection of potted ferns and divisions.
His pots of ferns used for exhibiting at AGS shows took pride of place in his alpine house
and were a fantastic display of his skills as a grower. Gerry was very single minded and this
was very evident in his competitive nature when it came to shows. I recall how judges were
often described in less than glowing terms when one of Gerry’s much prized and rare ferns
failed to gain the praise and rewards it was worthy of.
On several occasions Gerry and I would share a car journey to BPS meetings. He would
describe in great detail his current interests and would always be keen to know what I was
currently growing. He was a mine of information and interesting anecdotes. He was a very
keen traveller and he and June went to some very exotic destinations where he was often
able to collect spores and grow them on successfully once he got home.
I spoke to Gerry a couple of days before he died and he was looking forward to the spring East
Anglia group meeting the following weekend. As usual he was full of excitement and was
looking forward to bringing plants and specimens and wondering if I could bring any
polystichums along. His passing was completely unexpected and was a great shock to his family
and friends. Gerry is a great loss and we will miss his knowledge, enthusiasm and humour. He
was also a valued friend, and the Society has lost one of its most outstanding members.
Tim Pyner
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WALLACE P. FYFE

1935 – 2008

It was July 1994. My tent was installed by the seashore of the west Kyle of Bute and I was
idly wandering through Rothesay, getting my bearings in a place I had last visited when I
was 15. A leaflet entitled Ascog Victorian Fernery caught my eye, so I instantly knew what
would occupy that day. I decided to declare my pteridological credentials to the friendly
couple who welcomed me and was given a VIP tour of the fernery – re-established that
April, though you’d hardly have known it – followed by tea and cake at the kitchen table. I
returned to Bute regularly for the next eight years and always enjoyed special hospitality at
Ascog. When I visited with a party everybody received the same welcome, for that was the
way of the Fyfes, Wallace and Kath.
They never dreamt they owned their glorious fernery until weed clearance revealed it in the
garden they had taken on years before. Having found their ruins, they threw all their energy
and enthusiasm into this unexpected new project, and after meticulous restoration they
shared it with the public and welcomed friends in the worlds of horticulture, garden history
and pteridology. The Fyfes displayed dedication, and constant willingness and ability to
learn – not only from specialists at the RBGE and Historic Scotland and those of us who
visited, but also by careful observation of the ferns in their care. I remember seeing small
plants of Adiantum reniforme being painstakingly cultivated and then planted – observed –
assessed – considered – moved – and lamented when they died, until one lucky specimen
found itself in the right niche. A. reniforme was no longer a problem, and the process was
applied to all of the plants in their care.
My relatively recent friendship was with both Wallace and Kath, discussing the fernery,
exploring the island, at Buteshire Natural History Society meetings and, most of all, at the
kitchen table where we shared our love of cooking, eating and good fun. I will never forget
our last meeting, his outstretched hand and friendly smile of welcome to our party undulled
by the crushing illness that was soon to take him. He and Kath enthusiastically led us once
more down the steps into the place that united us all in our mutual pleasure in ferns. The
gasps from new visitors said it all about the Fyfes’ extraordinary feat, their restored Ascog
Fernery.
Wallace is survived by Kath, his daughter and grandchildren.
James Merryweather

JOHN ANTHONY HICKS

1928 – 2008

With sadness I report the death of John Hicks. It is hard to believe that he was 80 years old
– he had an enthusiasm and passion for wildlife and its conservation that belied his age.
John joined the BPS in 1999 and was a frequent attender of meetings, particularly of
the South-East Group. As recently as June 2008 he hosted a meeting at his home in Battle,
East Sussex. We were able to view his garden and very fine fernery, of which he was
justifiably proud. He helped to found, and was a Trustee of, the Powdermill Trust for
Nature Conservation, and at our meeting we were able to visit this large wood, which has a
rich and interesting fern flora. This was not the only conservation group that John was a
keen member of and the South-East owes a debt of gratitude to the work that he instigated
and carried out.
John was a kind and gentle man, with a keen sense of humour and an interest in so many
things. He was devoted to Jean, his wife of 59 years, and our sympathy goes out to her, and
to their children Dominic and Theresa and their families.
Paul Ripley
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Dr PAT HILL-COTTINGHAM

1930 – 2008

It is with sadness that we learn of the death of the renowned Somerset naturalist Pat HillCottingham who, with her husband Den, was a keen member of the British Pteridological
Society since 1985. Pat became ‘hooked’ on ferns after attending, with Den, one of Chris Page’s
courses at Pitlochry. As a professional zoologist and biology teacher, her keen observational
skills enabled her rapidly to embrace fern taxonomy. She gave many talks on ferns (and on a
wide variety of other subjects) to local societies, including Somerset Wildlife Trust (SWT),
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and Bristol Naturalists’ Society.
Pat’s pteridological studies included the publication of Somerset Ferns – A Field Guide
(1989), a useful handbook with identification keys and accounts of all the species found in
VCs 5 & 6 (South and North Somerset), accompanied by her own beautiful line drawings.
My own interest in ferns was developing at this time and I still have herbarium specimens
of Polypodium collected in the Mendip Hills that Pat helped me to identify, with tabulated
counts of annulus and basal cells, which are so important in determining the taxa within this
difficult group. She contributed fern records for The Atlas Flora of Somerset (1997) and the
Flora of the Bristol Region (2000). From the 1960s to 1990s, Pat and Den visited New
Zealand where she studied tree ferns and I remember her enthusiastic accounts and her
accomplished photographs of the pteridological delights of that country.
Pat’s scientific curiosity led her to write numerous papers and reports, especially relating to the natural
history of Catcott Heath, where she was SWT’s Reserve Manager. She was senior editor of Somerset’s
Wetlands: An Ever Changing Environment (2006), a beautifully illustrated account of the wildlife
and archaeology of the Somerset Levels and Moors. Pat was a tireless campaigner, a passionate
conservationist and committed educationalist and inspiring teacher. She will be greatly missed.
Liz McDonnell

ALFRED EDWIN HOARE

1918 – 2008

Alf Hoare died on the 18th January 2008, just 16 days short
of his 90th birthday. Alf, a retired electrical engineer and his
late wife Rachel joined the Society in 1970 and frequently
attended Society meetings together. He was a knowledgeable
plantsman whose interest extended further than hardy ferns
and he was a keen member of many specialist societies
covering alpines, bonsai, clematis, cyclamen and lilies, as
well as being a member of the Royal Horticultural Society.
He was also a keen bowls and bridge player.
I recall many conversations with him concerning his triumphs
and failures with his propagation and cultivation of ferns.
Arguably his greatest triumph was the delightful dwarf form of
Asplenium scolopendrium that he raised from spores. He
photo: BPS archives
exhibited it at the Society’s Centenary Fern Show held in the
village hall at Pebworth, Warwickshire on 13th July 1991. This
Alf Hoare
diminutive fern was awarded a certificate for the most interesting
fern in the show. He was also awarded the Society’s Certificate of Merit for the same variety.
One of his last comments was to thank all his friends whoever they may be for being so kind to him
all his life. So passes a member of great worth, we shall miss his good company and generosity.
Rachel (Rae) Hoare died on 15th April 1983 (see Bulletin Vol. 2 No. 5, 1983).
I am indebted to Howard Matthews for keeping us informed of Alf’s progress in his last few years and
Alf’s friend Bunny Goldsmith and his sister Mrs Phyllis King for the facts about Alf’s life and interests.
A.R. Busby
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EDWARD NEEDHAM

c. 1932 – 2008

A few years ago, I was told of Edward’s mysterious but wonderful Cornish valley garden
where permission to visit was difficult to obtain. Only friends of Edward could visit, or
perhaps friends of his friends! This tended to allow access only to people who understood
his interests, often ‘plantsmen’. Not sure whether or not I was a plantsman, I was a little
apprehensive about making contact but I persisted. I need not have worried! Edward was in
fact charming and particularly pleased to show his garden to someone interested in ferns.
That was my first visit in 1986. From then until his death early in 2008 I think I must have
visited him at least once a year.
Edward had bought the garden in 1972 after it had been neglected for 33 years. The original
garden had been laid out in what was basically an oak-wooded valley. There were a few
remaining specimens including red rhododendrons, Pittosporum tobira, Podocarpus
salignus and I presume most importantly tree ferns, which quite happily naturalise around
the garden. He started by clearing and planting out many of the plants that he had collected
for many years. It was the perfect environment for developing a woodland garden,
especially for the Himalayan plants that he had a particular interest in. Edward’s knowledge
of growing plants and understanding their needs was second to none, and by using the
microclimates in the garden he had great success in cultivating a very wide set of plants.
The garden was fabulous and truly was a plantsman’s garden.
At the time of my first visit, he already had a very good collection of ferns, including
several species of tree ferns. He did not grow cultivars, just species. I was astonished to see
Chinese terrestrial and epiphytic species that I had never seen before growing out of doors.
Several were regenerating naturally in the soft Cornish climate. As many had been collected
in the wild, Edward did not have names for them all. He pressed me for names but I was
little help. Later Christopher Fraser-Jenkins paid him a visit but even he was stuck on some
of the polystichums!
Over
the
years,
Edwards’s collection of
ferns grew strongly to
reach the point that I
considered it the best
garden in Britain for
ferns – even though it
held very few cultivars.
The range of plants
grown other than ferns
was also astonishing. His
interest in ferns was still
growing when I last saw
him late in 2007. He was
planting a large new area
with mainly southern
hemisphere species. They
all seemed to be settling
in well. I visited again in
early autumn 2008 and
the garden was still
looking wonderful.
photo: M.H. Rickard

Most years Edward
collected material from

Edward Needham (2006)
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various exotic places, China being a particular favourite. The widely grown Woodwardia
unigemmata from Mt Omei was one of his introductions. He has been responsible for others
– many unnamed! He was an intermittent member of the BPS. He was initially enrolled as a
gift of Bridget and Michael Graham of Polpey. Although he did not participate in Society
activities apart from the spore exchange, Edward was a very important member of the fern
growing community. Many members visited his garden over the years. All were inspired by
its beauty and its wonderful collection of plants, and his generosity.
As with all gardens, the death of the owner presents problems. Fortunately Edward was far
sighted enough to arrange to leave his garden in the care of his good friend Tom Hudson of
Tregrehan near St Austell. Tom in turn has now entrusted the care of the garden to Fiona
and John Lanyon, both of whom are passionate horticulturalists and fern lovers. Until
recently John was the Head Gardener of Knightshayes Court in Devon and is now the
Garden Manager for Trelissick and Glendurgan.
Martin Rickard (with factual assistance from John and Fiona Lanyon)

BARBARA PORTER

1921 – 2008

Barbara joined the BPS in 1993. She was a
popular member of the Society and a very
capable field botanist. She thoroughly
enjoyed going on fern excursions when
she was able and many people have said
how much they enjoyed her company. The
last meeting she attended was the AGM at
Cambridge Botanic Garden in 2006 and I
enjoyed her company very much over that
weekend.
I learned from Barbara’s brother that she
had been interested in all aspects of
natural history since childhood, pursuing
this interest all her life through her school
teaching career and whilst bringing up her
photo: S. Grieve
five children. Barbara’s daughter Alison
has told me of many happy family
Barbara Porter (2007)
holidays and country walks spent looking
for wild plants, bird watching and even monitoring mountain hares with her grandson. She
was never without her camera and
accumulated a huge collection of slides.
In her retirement Barbara worked for ten
years as a volunteer in the herbarium at
Manchester Museum and wrote an article
about this experience in Pteridologist
2007. During this period she ‘sorted out
the ferns’ and successive herbarium staff
became very fond of her. She continued
‘tipping up at the museum’ until just a few
months before her death. I really miss our
regular museum day lunch dates.
photo: Y. Golding

Plaque at The Firs, Manchester
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Barbara was also an excellent
horticulturalist (as was her mother) and

grew some cracking ferns in her garden in Marple. Her favourite fern was her namesake
Todea barbara, which she kept in a large pot by the back door during the summer and in
her cold conservatory in the winter. I have inherited this plant and just hope I can care
for it as she did.
Towards the end of her days Barbara wanted to make provision for her fern collection so
she bequeathed them to the University of Manchester Botanical Grounds (The Firs) where,
together with her colleagues from the museum and some of her family, we have created and
planted a border so that others might also enjoy Barbara’s ferns.
Yvonne Golding

IN MEMORIAM
We were also sorry to learn of the death of the following (date joined BPS in brackets):
Mrs Rita Coughlin of Bromsgrove (1969). An obituary will be published in the 2009 Bulletin.
Mr Milton Edwards of Belgrave, Australia (2006)
Mr Bob Halley of California, USA (1989)
Claude Jérôme of France who, whilst not a BPS member, was an active member of the
GEP (Group of European Pteridologists).

MEMBERSHIP LIST: ADDITIONS & AMENDMENTS
NEW MEMBERS
* new members 2008, ** new members 2009, # members rejoined 2008
** AMS/Museum Natural SC, PO Box 750, 1430 At Aalsmeer, The Netherlands
* Bailey, Dr S.E.R., 61 Carlton Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 6WY.

s.bailey@M336wy.freeserve.co.uk
** Ballinger, Mr T., 285 Mullen Avenue, San Francisco, California 94110, USA.

tmballinger@gmail.com
** Barr, Mr T.A., 40 Oxford Close, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1DY. alex.barre@tiscali.co.uk
# Barrington, Dr D.S., Department of Plant Biology, March Life Sciences Building, University

of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont 05405-0086, USA
* Bell, Mr F.G.T., 8 Church Road, Horfield, Bristol BS7 8SA
** Berry, Mr R.L., 42 Centre Gardens, Bolton, Lancs. BL1 3HZ. ronald.berry@ntlworld.com
** Bille, Mr J., Langkaervej 30, 8381 Tilst, Denmark. jan@lkpmail.dk
* Cummins, Dr P., 112 St Johns Avenue, Kidderminster DY11 6AX.

petercumms@btinternet.com
** Fitzpatrick, N., 2530 East 16th Street, Oakland, California 94601, USA. nanitree@gmail.com
** Gilligan, Mr N.G., Gateside, Whicham, Millom, Cumbria LA18 5LU.

nigel.gilligan@btinternet.com
# Green, Mr K.J., Castle Flat, Hornby Castle, Hornby, Lancaster, Lancs. LA2 8JU.

marygreenplants@aol.com
* Greenwood, Miss P., Fern Cottage, Stiverton House, Keighley Road, Steeton, West Yorkshire

BD20 6QR. pippa_g@hotmail.com
# Griggs, Miss E., 88 Horatio St., Apt. 2D, New York, New York 10014-1563, USA
* Hagen-Oertle, Dr M.F., Gut Halden, Alpenweg, Waedenswil, ZH CH-8820, Switzerland.

mfhagen@bluewin.ch
* Horwath, Mr A., 3700 West Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, NY 13215, USA.

ahorwath@twcny.rr.com
* Jephcott, Miss J., 5 Millers Way, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7QP.

janet.jephcott@googlemail.com
** Jones, Miss P.J., 20 Fairyfield Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham, West Midlands B43 6AG.

pipistrellebirdiegirl@hotmail.co.uk
* Jones, Mr A.L., 35 West Down, Great Bookham, Surrey KT23 4LJ. allanjonz@gmail.com
** Jordaens, Mr D.M.A., Bevelsesteem WE6 98, Nijlen 2560, Belgium. dirk.jordaens@skynet.bf
# Keijzer, Mr F.A., ML Kingstraat 19, Groningen 9728 WN, The Netherlands.

F.A.Keijzer@rug.nl
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# Kuntz, Mr D., 1507 Cherry Lane, Uniontown, Ohio 44685-7706, USA
** Lawton, Miss J.E., 1 Brook Cottages, Roughetts Road, Ryarsh, West Malling, Kent ME19

5LA. judelawton@btinternet.com
* Lehnert, Mr M., Seidenstrasse 65, 70174 Stuttgart, Germany. mlehner1@gwdg.de
** Lyne, Mr I.D., The Coppins, 11 School Hill, Little Sandhurst, Sandhurst, Berks. GU47 8LD
** Maes, Mr M., Tessenderloseweg 79, 2431 Veerle-Laakdal, Belgium.

4-dragon-garden-mario@telenet.be
* Martin, Mr J.N., 17 Vale Street, Kettering, Northants. NN16 9EB
* McCardy, Mr E., 4/5 Links Place, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 7EZ, Scotland
* Murdock, Dr A.G., 2100 Pacific Avenue, Alameda, California 94501, USA.

andymurdock@gmail.com
** National Institute of Biological Resource, c/o PPI, CPO Box 3861, Seoul 100-638, South Korea
** Nokes, Mr P.J., Rosenheath, Burgh Hill, Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7PB
** Phillips, Mr W., 2 Goodshaw Close, Pleckgate, Blackburn, Lancs. BB1 8PG
* Robertson, Ms A.C., Woodland View, Front Row, Glencaple, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire DG1

4RD, Scotland. alison.robertson99@virgin.net
* Robertson, Dr J., Shorelands, George Street, Kirkwall, Orkney Islands KW15 1PP, Scotland
** Shakespeare, Mr R., 19 Yarnborough Hill, Old Swinford, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8

2EB. raymond.sharespeare@blueyonder.co.uk
** Slot, Mr A., Von Brucken Focklaan 25, Heemstede 2102XB, Netherlands. aslot@xs4all.nl
* Stocks, Mrs K.C., 26 Barnard Circuit, Florey, ACT 2615, Australia. mail@verdigris.com.au
* The Office of Public Works - Library, 51 St Stephens Green, Dublin 2, Ireland
* Tolman, Mr A., 36 Michael Pyms Road, Malmesbury, Wilts. SN16 9TY.

fern@funkia.wanadoo.co.uk
# Towill, Dr L.R., School of Life Sciences, Arizona State University, PO Box 874501, Tempe,

Arizona 85287-4501, USA. towill@asu.edu
** Van Woensel, Mr H., 25 Kruisstraat, 2500 Koningshooikt, Belgium.
* Williams, Dr A.J., Grove Cottage, Reynoldston, Gower, Swansea SA3 1AA, Wales.

ajwil52@btinternet.com
** York Museums & Gallery Trust, St Marys Lodge, Marygate, York YO30 7DR

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Baxter, Mr W.D., 33 Webwood Place, Palm Coast, Florida 32164-7723, USA
Berry, Mrs R. (see below: Piearce, Dr T.G. & Mrs R.B.)
Cambridge University Botanic Garden, 1 Brookside, Cambridge, Cambs. CB2 1JE
Fidler, Dr N.Y., Mt Lofty Botanic Garden, 16 Lampert Road, Piccadilly, S.A. 5154, Australia
Gass, Mr J.K., 5 Ballymorran Road, Killinchy, Co. Down BT23 6UE, N. Ireland
Lundquist, Mr C.R., 32 Kendall Road, Isleworth, Middx. TW7 6RA
Nielsen, Mr J.H., Sortsoevej 60, 4850 Stubbekoebing, Denmark
Piearce, Dr T.G. & Mrs R.B., 44 Green Lane, Lancaster, Lancs. LA1 2EZ
Pulver, Ms E.G., 1100 East 55th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60615, USA
Ranker, Dr T.A., Department of Botany, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, 3190 Maile Way,
Room 101, Honolulu, Hawai’i HI 96822, USA
Watson, Ms L.J., 11 Cherington Road, Henleaze, Bristol BS10 5BH
Winning, Dr L.H. & Mrs M., 75 Cardinal Avenue, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 5RZ

CHANGES OF E-MAIL ADDRESS
Aguraiuja, Ms R. ruthaguraiuja@hotmail.com
Bennallick, Mr I.J. ianbennallick@btinternet.com
Berrie, Mrs A. - audrey@berrie.com
Bremer, Dr P. - pietbremer@planet.nl
Brown, Mr B.N. - brucenbrown@supanet.com
Dace, Mr A.P. - suetony.dace@talktalk.net
Ensoll, Mr A.J. - ensoll@btinternet.com
Gill, Mrs A.V. - annvgill@blueyonder.co.uk
Grimbly, Mr P.E. petergrimbly@btinternet.com
Hale, Mr H. - i.d.hale@bham.ac.uk
Hayward, Prof. R.J. r.hayward049@btinternet.com
Ide, Miss J.M. - jmide@sky.com
Koleszar, Dr N.G. - mikloskoleszar@aol.com
Laue, Dr B.E. - bridgetlaue@blueyonder.co.uk
Lindsay, Dr S. - slindsay@rbge.ac.uk

Lundquist, Mr C.R. clivelundquist@yahoo.co.uk
Matthews, Mr H.W. howard.fernman@googlemail.com
Needham, Mr R.A. - robert.needham1@tesco.net
Ogden, Mr A.H. - alanogden@talktalk.net
O’Ryan, Mr J.P.B. - j.oryan@uea.ac.uk
Robinson, Mr K.J. robinsonkevin@supanet.com
Simpson, Ms P.J. pamelasimpson11@btinternet.com
Smith, Mr R.J. - g4tbj@btinternet.com
Tindley, Mr P.B. peter@architecturalplants.com
Veismanis, Mr A. agris.veismanis@gmail.com
Walls, Mr R.M. - robin@rmwalls.plus.com
Wood, Dr C.C. chriswoodassociates@ntlworld.com
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME 2009
Meetings Secretary:
R.J. Cooke
Meetings Subcommittee: P.J. Acock, R. Golding, N.J. Hards, J.M. Ide, P.H. Ripley, M.H. Rickard
Sat. 4 April

AGM & Spring Indoor Meeting – Manchester Museum
Leader:
Yvonne Golding
Mon. 13 - Thurs. 30 April Overseas Field Meeting – Australia
Leaders:
Jennifer Ide & Barry White
Sat. 6 June
Day Meeting – Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Surrey
Contact:
Martin Rickard
Sat. 4 - Sun. 5 July
Weekend Field Meeting – Kent & Sussex Weald
Leaders:
Paul Ripley & Pat Acock
Wed. 22 - Sun. 26 July
*Tatton Park Flower Show, Manchester: BPS Stand
Contact:
Yvonne Golding
Thurs. 20 - Sun. 23 Aug. *Southport Flower Show: BPS Stand
Further Info.: Michael Hayward
Sat. 12 - Sun. 13 Sept.
Weekend Meeting with BSBI on Dryopteris affinis – Cornwall
Leaders:
Matt Stribley, Ken Trewren & Fred Rumsey
Sat. 26 Sept.
Fern Day – Manchester Museum
Contact:
Yvonne Golding
Wed. 30 Sept. - Tues. 13 Oct. *Overseas Field Meeting with HFF – California, USA
Leader:
Sue Olsen
Sat. 31 Oct.
Autumn Indoor Meeting – Hymenophyllum Workshop –
University of Reading
Leader:
Paul Ripley
* Event supported by, but not organised by, the BPS.
For further details of these and other meetings of interest to members, including information
on accommodation, please see the separate Meetings Programme sheet. This can be sent to
overseas members on request and is also available on the BPS website.

REGIONAL MEETINGS
Please note: Regional group meetings are open to all members, so if you are travelling
through or holidaying in one of the following areas you would be very welcome to join in.
For details of meetings please see the BPS website or contact the regional organisers by
e-mail, or by post enclosing a stamped addressed envelope.
Yorkshire

Bruce Brown, 4 Bank Parade, Otley, West Yorks. LS21 3DY
Yorkshire@eBPS.org.uk
South-East England Paul Ripley, 2 Station Villas, Station Road, Appledore, Ashford, Kent
TN26 2DF; SouthEast@eBPS.org.uk
East Anglia
Tim Pyner, 182 Southchurch Boulevard, Southend-on-Sea, Essex
SS2 4UX; EastAnglia@eBPS.org.uk
North-West England Peter Campion, Lake View, Castle Hill, Bassenthwaite, Keswick,
Cumbria CA12 4RG; NorthWest@eBPS.org.uk
Cornwall
Matt Stribley, 8 St George’s Road, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3JE
Cornwall@eBPS.org.uk
Scotland
Frank McGavigan, 12 Glenbank Avenue, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 5AA
Scotland@eBPS.org.uk
S. Wales & Borders Brian Dockerill, 19 Westfield Road, Glyncoch, Pontypridd, Mid-Glam.,
CF37 3AG; SouthWalesBorders@eBPS.org.uk
DISCLAIMER: Views expressed by contributors to The British Pteridological
Society Bulletin are not necessarily those of the British Pteridological Society.
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