HORTICULTURAL SHOWS
RHS TATTON PARK FLOWER SHOW – 21-26 July

Yvonne Golding

The BPS made an appearance at the RHS Tatton Park Flower Show in 2009 for the first time.
We took a van load of ferns from our gardens and some that Yvonne had been looking after at
The Firs (University of Manchester Experimental Grounds). Roland Ennos drove the large
Luton van and the stand was set up by Roger Golding, Yvonne Golding and Michael Hayward.
Roger produced very attractive hand-written labels for the ferns and Michael made up spore
packets and printed leaflets. Roland cooked us many sustaining meals and had an interesting
time being hauled out of the mud on the showground on Sunday. During the week the team of
20 BPS members each took a turn in manning the stand and talking to the public. The stand
was a simple arrangement of ferns grown in pots, enhanced by a pair of Coalbrookdale fern
chairs and plant stands, the whole effect being that of a Victorian conservatory. We were able
to enhance our stand with two new BPS posters and gave away many new promotional
leaflets. The judges liked it and awarded us a Silver Flora Medal plus £190 prize money.
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BPS stand, Tatton Park Flower Show 2009
Michael Hayward, Yvonne Golding (with Silver Medal certificate) & Roger Golding

In all we exhibited about 60 ferns, which were a mixture of British natives: Cryptogramma
crispa, Cystopteris fragilis and Gymnocarpium dryopteris, with two pretty horsetails –
Equisetum pratense and E. × mildeanum (challenging to distinguish!), together with a range
of British hardy cultivars, foreign hardy species and cultivars, and greenhouse species and
cultivars. Many were admired but maybe the stars of the show were Yvonne’s platyceriums
and tiny Ophioglossum petiolatum, Michael’s Polystichum setiferum ‘Green Lace’ and an
especially fine Dryopteris erythrosora, and Roger’s Adiantum reniforme.
We formed good relationships with the main fern sellers at the show. We purchased so
many ferns from Bentley Plants that the owner, John Wilson, joined our Society! As usual,
Fibrex Nurseries had a good range of ferns on display with their prize-winning begonias,
including Davallia (formerly Humata) tyermanii and Dryopteris crassirhizoma. Ken Green
from The Walled Garden, Hornby, who joined our Society at Southport Flower Show last
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year, displayed some nice ferns, including Osmunda japonica and a fine Cyathea cooperi,
in amongst flowers and hostas. The main fern attraction (apart from our BPS stand!) was
once again that put on by Gold Medal winners Fernatix. The specimens were beautifully
spaced so as to see the full form of the plants. My favourites were Polystichum vestitum, a
very fine multi-trunked Blechnum gibbum and that fantasy tree fern Cyathea
tomentosissima. Kerry and Steven from Fernatix, who are very talented fern-growers and
exhibitors, have yet to re-join our Society but we are working on it!
The aim of our
stand was to show
the public the huge
range of ferns that
can be grown in
pots in different
situations.
We
attracted 15 new
members and were
able to share our
enthusiasm about
ferns with a lot of
visitors.
Many
learnt how to grow
ferns from spore
and took away
over 100 packets
of spores to try for
themselves.
A
photo: A.J. Evans
good range of
BPS stand, Tatton Park Flower Show 2009
merchandise was
sold, together with
Yvonne Golding & Michael Hayward
about 100 copies
of Pteridologist. We hope that after reading our excellent journal others will want to join our
Society. See the BPS website for more photographs and further information about the Show.

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW – 20-23 August

Michael Hayward

At the Southport Flower Show we never know in advance what type of site we will be allocated
for our stand and this year we found ourselves pushed into a corner of the marquee, never the
best location for attracting visitors. As an experiment I had cut some large Dicksonia antarctica
fronds that we were able to display along the end wall of the marquee. These attracted a
considerable number of comments and made up for our poor position. Our background display
this year was of photographs of the newly restored fernery in the Southport Botanic Gardens at
Churchtown, well worth a visit by any members passing through the area. Many small ferns in
pots were used to decorate the stand and the usual displays of spore sowing and fern
propagation given. Further information and photographs can be seen on the BPS website.
The weather was mixed but a great improvement on the RHS Tatton Show. New frame-based
tents were in use for the first time – a considerable improvement on the previous pole-based
marquee, being virtually leak-proof and giving much better protection from adverse weather.
The numbers of members and others entering the competitive displays of ferns continues to
increase and I was particularly pleased that Robert Sykes was able to bring some of his
excellent ferns this year. There were some splendid specimens on display, though some
ferns were a little battered after being used at Tatton. Yvonne Golding made a superhuman
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effort, entering every class available, and deservedly won the Happiland Trophy. The BPS
cup for the Individual Championship was again won by Brian Russ who always produces a
well balanced display of consistently high standard.
This year’s winners of the competitive classes were:
Class 8

Class 9
Class 10
Class 11
Class 12
Class 13
Class 14
Class 15
Class 16
Class 17

Individual Championship. Four hardy British Ferns (dissimilar), two Greenhouse
Ferns (dissimilar) and two Foreign Ferns Hardy in Great Britain: 1st B. Russ,
2nd R. Sykes, 3rd Y. Golding (4 entries)
Three Hardy British Ferns (distinct species, not varieties): 1st Y. Golding (2 entries)
One Foreign Fern Hardy in Great Britain: 1st R. Sykes, 2nd Y. Golding,
3rd B. Russ (6 entries)
Three Polypodium (3 distinct varieties): 1st Y. Golding (1 entry)
Three Polystichum (3 distinct varieties): 1st R. Sykes, 2nd Y. Golding (2 entries)
Three Athyrium (3 distinct varieties): 1st Y. Golding (1 entry)
Three Asplenium excluding A. scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties or species):
1st Y. Golding (1 entry)
One British Fern (any genus or variety): 1st Y. Golding, 2nd O. Fairclough
(4 entries)
One Greenhouse Fern: 1st P. Stewart, 2nd H.J. Abbott, 3rd Y. Golding (7 entries)
Three Asplenium scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties): 1st Y. Golding,
2nd B. Russ (2 entries)

My thanks go to Ruth Berry Piearce, Robert Crawford, Roland Ennos, Ann Gill, Yvonne
Golding, Joan Hindle, Trevor Piearce and Harvey Shepherd for manning the stand this year.
We are always looking for new volunteers to help on the stand. Members travelling a
distance are particularly welcome and sleep-overs can be arranged as necessary. The dates
for next year’s show are 19-22 August 2010.

photo: R. Ennos

BPS stand, Southport Flower Show 2009
Harvey Shepherd, Yvonne Golding (with Happiland Trophy) & Michael Hayward
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SECRETARIAL NOTES
Please note: names and contact details of all officers can be found
on the inside of the front cover of this Bulletin.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010 – The 107th AGM will take place on Saturday
10th April 2010 at The Natural History Museum, London at 2p.m.
SUBSCRIPTIONS 2010 – Members are reminded that subscriptions were due on 1st January and
should be paid to the Membership Secretary. Cheques should be made payable to ‘The British
Pteridological Society’. Current rates are given inside the front cover of this issue. Payment can be
made by Credit Card or PayPal. The latter was introduced last year and is quicker, cheaper and
easier to manage than Credit Cards. Instructions for both are given on the renewal form.
Standing Order forms are printed on the reverse of renewal forms and are also available from
the Membership Secretary and the BPS website. Standing Orders may be paid on 1st January
or 1st February. In either case, membership is deemed to be from 1st January to 31st December.
Members are reminded that according to Clause 11 of the Constitution “Any member whose
subscription is unpaid within six calendar months of it becoming due shall be liable to have
his/her name removed from the list of members of the Society”. Defaulting members who
do not amend their Standing Orders with their bank and are still paying at the old rate shall
be notified that they will not receive the Fern Gazette until such time as their Standing
Orders are updated. Members still paying even earlier rates shall be notified that their name
will be removed from the Membership List until such times as Standing Orders are updated
or cancelled. Any monies received from old Standing Orders will be treated as a donation.
GIFT AID – Since 2003 the BPS has been a registered charity. This enables us to claim
back from the Inland Revenue 20p for every pound paid in the annual subscription for each
member who authorises us to do so. In 2009 we were able to claim for 155 members, which
brought in £891. While this is obviously an extremely valuable addition to the Society’s
annual income, it could be considerably more. There are probably a further 200 members or
so on whose subscriptions the Society could claim Gift Aid if these members authorised it
and this could lead to perhaps another £1,000 per annum. All that is required is a minimal
amount of form filling (about one minute) and a second class stamp. Even better, the form
has only to be filled in once. The forms are retained by the Gift Aid Secretary and the
same ones used year after year to make the claim.
The small number of provisos is set out below:
1. Gift Aid is available only to members who reside in the UK.
2. Members on whose subscription Gift Aid is claimed must be paying income tax or
capital gains tax at least equal to the amount claimed.
3. Members whose subscriptions are allowed as an expense in connection with their
employment may not claim Gift Aid.
If the Inland Revenue allows us to claim relief on your membership subscription
please authorise us to do so. It’s the equivalent of a yearly £4 donation to the Society.
DIRECT DEBIT – The Society does not offer a Direct Debit facility for subscriptions. The
reasons are two-fold. Expensive software is required to create a direct debit tape to send to
the bank and is too expensive for a small Society like the BPS. With Standing Orders the
bank does all the administration, whereas with Direct Debits a considerable additional
workload would fall on the Society, in particular the Treasurer, and it is necessary to bear in
mind that all officers offer their time and services on a voluntary basis.
PUBLICATIONS BY AIRMAIL – Our journals can be sent by airmail to overseas
members, provided that they advise the Membership Secretary and pay an additional
subscription to cover airmail postage. See inside front cover for rates.
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E-MAIL ADDRESSES – These are published in the Membership List “for members who have a
relatively stable e-mail address and who keep up-to-date with their messages”. A supplementary list
and amendments are published in the Bulletin. Members who wish to have their e-mail address
added, changed or removed are requested to inform the Membership Secretary by e-mail.
NOTIFYING CHANGES OF ADDRESS – Please inform the Membership Secretary of
changes of address and telephone number. He is responsible for notifying any other officers
and appointees who need to know.
E-BPS DIARY SYSTEM – On our website there is an eBPS Diary System, enabling us to
see all the Society’s events on one calendar. With meetings happening all over the country
it is only too easy for events to overlap; we hope the diary system is helping to alleviate this
and proving to be a useful planner for members. The system relies on regular updates so
please send details of your BPS events to the Committee Secretary, Graham Ackers.
CODES OF SAFETY, CONDUCT AND DECLARATION FORM – All members
attending Society field meetings should be aware of the Society’s Safety Code (see 2000
Bulletin 5(5): 275), as well as the Code of Conduct for the Conservation and Enjoyment of
Wild Plants (see 1999 Bulletin 5(4): 199), and are required to sign a Declaration form.
Copies of these documents can be obtained from the Meetings Secretary or BPS website.
GREENFIELD FUND – This fund, set up as a memorial to one of our Society’s great fern
growers, Percy Greenfield, is used to finance approved projects, helping with the cost of
necessary equipment, books and travel expenses. Percy Greenfield’s interest leaned very
much towards the non-scientific side of our activities and it is felt that he would have
wanted this taken into consideration when decisions are made. Workers eligible for university
or college grants and similar support are not therefore eligible for help from the fund. Anyone
wishing to apply for this funding should contact the General Secretary for further information.
CENTENARY FUND – This fund is used to promote the study of all aspects of
pteridophytes – horticultural, scientific and educational, whether by amateurs, students or
professional pteridologists. As such its scope is much broader and more flexible than the
Greenfield Fund. Anyone wishing to apply for this funding should contact the General
Secretary for further information.
THE J.W. DYCE AWARD – This award was set up in 2007 to honour the memory of Jimmy
Dyce who was a member from 1935 until his death in 1996. The third J.W. Dyce award will be
made at the AGM 2010 to the author(s) of the best paper, article, book or other substantial
piece of work published during 2009 in any of the three BPS journals, on the BPS website
or as a special publication. The award, which is a cash prize of £100, is open to everyone,
whether professional or amateur pteridologist, horticulturalist or fern enthusiast.
MEMBERS’ INFORMATION SERVICE – Members often require information and
advice on many aspects of pteridophytes but are reluctant to ask or simply do not know
where to obtain help. Queries from members on the identification or cultivation of ferns
should be sent, with three first class stamps, to the Horticultural Information Adviser.
BACK NUMBERS OF JOURNALS – We have a large number of back issues of our
journals and it is a shame that more members of the Society do not avail themselves of
them. Those that do frequently tell me they wished they had done so long ago as they
contain a wealth of fern material. They can be obtained from the Back Numbers Organiser Pat
Acock who will gladly lighten his loft. You can have a sample pack for £6 including postage.
FOREIGN FERN SOCIETY JOURNALS HELD BY THE SOCIETY – The Society
exchanges journals with a number of other fern societies. We have a collection from
societies in America, Australia, India and the Netherlands. If members would like to browse
these please contact Tim Pyner (t.pyner@btinternet.com) who now holds the stock.
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READING CIRCLE – The Society operates a reading circle for the American Fern Journal,
a quarterly publication containing much information for those seriously interested in ferns. The
Fiddlehead Forum, which publishes many ‘ferny’ items of interest to the amateur grower,
accompanies it. To receive these journals contact Tim Pyner (t.pyner@btinternet.com).
BPS WEBSITE – www.eBPS.org.uk (hosted by The Natural History Museum.) In today’s
internet-oriented world, it is increasingly important for the Society to see its website as a major
means of communication. The website provides information for the membership, but it is also,
and perhaps more importantly, a ‘shop window’ to present the Society and pteridology to the
wider world. Our aim is to make our website the premier source on the internet of information
about pteridophytes and pteridology. In addition to further enhancements to the website, this
year we have launched a new public bulletin board or ‘forum’ for the discussion of all aspects
of ferns and other pteridophytes – www.fernforum.net/bb. We have set up a system of
‘content providers’ for specific areas of the website, which will hopefully improve the quantity
of good quality information. Members with views on what the website should provide and
with offers to help with content should contact the Website Editor, Anthony Pigott. Good
digital photographs of members involved in fern-related activities are particularly welcome as
are suggestions or contributions for wild sites, gardens and nurseries for ‘Where to See Ferns’.
AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY – The AFS has had a reciprocal payment arrangement with the
BPS for many years through their respective Membership Secretaries. See AFS advert on p. 182.
BRITISH WILDLIFE – Concessionary individual subscriptions to British Wildlife
magazine are available to BPS members: www.britishwildlife.com. This excellent journal
occasionally carries articles on ferns and reviews fern publications. See the excellent review
of James Merryweather’s AIDGAP identification Key and CD in BW 20(1) October 2008.
ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – Our Society is affiliated to the RHS. This
enables a limited number of members to enjoy certain privileges in connection with RHS
Shows, competitions and services. Some RHS Journals are available free to members at
indoor meetings. Further information is available from the Treasurer.
PAYMENT OF EXPENSES – The Treasurer has Rules for Seeking Reimbursement of
Personal Travelling and Administrative Expenses by Officers and Members acting on
behalf of the Society. Forms for claiming these expenses can be obtained from the Treasurer
by phone or e-mail request.
COPYRIGHT – All contributors to the BPS journals and website are required to sign an
agreement assigning ownership of copyright of the article, photograph etc. to the BPS. This
has the aim of safeguarding the contributors’ work from unlawful copying and use. It does
not stop contributors from using their own work elsewhere provided that they acknowledge
the original source of publication.
MERCHANDISE – Have you bought a BPS sweatshirt, polo shirt or fleece yet? These are
all dark green with a small embroidered BPS logo in yellow. Other items, such as BPS ties,
metal badges, ferny greetings cards, bookmarks, pens, calendars and mugs, are also for sale.
Can’t find your order form? Contact the Merchandise Organisers or look on the website for
details. The Organisers also welcome suggestions for new stock.
BOOKSALES – It has become more difficult to find second-hand fern books at reasonable
prices so if you are thinking of selling any of your books please consider first offering them
to the Society. Frank would also be pleased to receive any donated or bequeathed books that
could then be offered to members at affordable prices. Contact him by e-mail if possible.
NURSERY ADVERTISEMENTS – Members with nurseries that offer ferns are reminded
that they may place an advertisement in the Bulletin, Pteridologist and on the website, free
of charge in return for the inclusion of a note about the Society in their catalogues. The
Website Editor can include an image if required. If members wish their nursery to be
included, please contact the General Secretary.
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PUBLICITY AND MARKETING OFFICER – The Committee would like to establish a
new post of Publicity and Marketing Officer. If you would like to help co-ordinate and
hopefully expand our activities in this area then we would like to hear from you. Please
contact the Committee Secretary for more information.
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE – An education subcommittee has been formed, led by
Alison Evans and supported by Yvonne Golding, Bridget Laue, Frank McGavigan and
Heather McHaffie. We would be very pleased to hear your views on how we can develop
the educational role of the BPS, or to have information about any fern-related educational
initiatives or resources that you have found useful.
SPORE EXCHANGE – Matt Busby is now the Spore Exchange Officer. Each year the
spore list is published on our website.
NEW REGIONAL GROUP – A new group was formed in November 2009 to cover areas
of Greater Manchester, Cheshire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire. The group is to be called
Manchester and North Midlands and will initially be led by Yvonne Golding. The
programme for 2010 is on our website but if you would like more information then please
get in touch. All BPS members are welcome to join any of our excursions.
DESTINATION OF PTERIDOPHYTE RECORDS – Members are reminded that
records of ferns, horsetails, clubmosses and quillworts in the wild should be sent in the first
instance to the BPS Recorder, Fred Rumsey, who will forward them to the BSBI. These
records are stored centrally at the Biological Records Centre, and can be accessed by the
BPS. Members may also like to contact the appropriate Botanical Society of the British
Isles (BSBI) Vice-county recorders, whose addresses are available from the BSBI website
or BSBI yearbook, which is available to BSBI members. For those without access to the
Internet or yearbook please contact the BPS Recorder for details.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS (SHOWS, FERN COURSES & SYMPOSIA):
GARDENERS’ WORLD LIVE SHOW, NEC. 16th-20th June 2010 – Following on from the
success at RHS Tatton Park Flower Show last year, our Society will be represented at this show
held at NEC Birmingham. Please come along and visit us in The National Plant Societies Marquee.
If you have any well grown specimen ferns in pots that you would consider loaning for display
at this event, or if you would like to help in anyway then please contact Bryan and Gill Smith.
SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW. 19th-22nd August 2010 – Why not spend a few hours or a
day helping to look after the Society’s stand? You do not need to be an expert on ferns or fern
growing, just prepared to spend a few hours or a day with us. Expenses are available, as well as free
entry to the Show. If you grow ferns why not consider entering your best specimens; Southport is
one of the few shows with amateur classes for ferns. Details are available from Michael Hayward,
6 Far Moss Road, Blundellsands, Liverpool L23 8TQ. mhaywardL23@blueyonder.co.uk.
ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN EDINBURGH. 19th June 2010 – Fern Identification: a
1-day course. Tutor: Heather McHaffie. £45. To book, contact RBGE education office
0131-248-2937 or e-mail education@rbge.org.uk.
FSC KINDROGAN FIELD CENTRE. 2nd-5th July 2010 – Fern Identification: a 3-day
residential course. Tutor: Heather McHaffie. £175. To book, contact the Field Studies
Council on 01250-870-150 or e-mail admin.kd@field-studies-council.org.uk.
FERN WORKSHOP IN HAWAII. 13th-23rd September 2010 – Tutor: Alan Smith. For
more information or to book contact Heather Driscoll, Field Coordinator at University of
California, 1001 Valley Life Sciences. #2465. Berkeley, CA 94720;
hdriscoll@berkeley.edu or tel. 510-642-2465.
INDIAN FERN SOCIETY. INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON FERNS AND FERN
ALLIES. 10th-12th November 2010 – Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, India. E-mail the
BPS General Secretary for a circular.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009
MINUTES of the 106th Annual General Meeting of the British Pteridological Society held
on Saturday 4th April 2009 at Manchester Museum at 1400 hrs.
[Preamble. These minutes are shorter than those of previous years as a result of all of the
Officers’ and Committee Appointees’ Reports for 2008 being published in the Bulletin for
2008 in advance of this AGM. Robert Sykes, Yvonne Golding, Gill Smith and Alison Paul have
reviewed these minutes, for which approval will be sought at the next AGM on 10 April 2010.]
IN THE CHAIR: The President, Mr Robert Sykes.
PRESENT: Graham Ackers, Pat Acock, Tony Braithwaite, Piet Bremer, Clive Brotherton,
Bruce Brown, A.R. (Matt) Busby, Jonathan Crowe, John Edgington, Roland Ennos, Alison
Evans, Liz Evans, Mary Gibby, Ann Gill, Roger Golding, Yvonne Golding, Alec Greening,
John Grue, Frances Haigh, Eleanor & Nick Hards, Michael Hayward, Joan Hindle, Jennifer
Ide, Frank Katzer, Elise Knox-Thomas, Bridget Laue, Howard Matthews, Malcolm Merritt,
Alan Ogden, Alison Paul, Mike Porter, Tim Pyner, Martin Rickard, Paul Ripley, Paul Sharp,
Bryan & Gill Smith, Matt Stribley, Robert Sykes, Barry Thomas, Melville Thomson, Ken
Trewren, Alastair Wardlaw, Joan Watson, Joan & John Woodhams, Anne & Barry Wright.
Item 1 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mike Canaway, Brian Dockerill, Adrian Dyer,
Sylvia Martinelli, Frank McGavigan, Karen & Steve Munyard, Paul Ruston, Alistair &
Margaret Urquhart, Sarah Whittingham.
Item 2 – APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Minutes of the 105th Annual General
Meeting of the British Pteridological Society held on Saturday 5th April 2008 and
published in the Bulletin (Vol. 7, No. 1) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
Item 3 – MATTERS ARISING: There were none.
Item 4a – VACANT POSTS. The President was pleased to announce that A.R. (Matt) Busby
had taken over as Spore Exchange Organiser from the Wrights, but that this was only on a
temporary basis, and a permanent person or team was still needed. The newly created and
important posts of Publicity and Marketing Officer and Education Officer now required filling.
Item 4b – REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY: This report, which was
published in the Bulletin (Vol. 7, No. 1) was read out by its author Yvonne Golding.
Item 4c – REPORT OF THE TREASURER: The Society’s accounts for 2008 had been
published in the Bulletin (Vol. 7, No. 1), and coloured versions were made available at the
meeting. In presenting the accounts, the Treasurer Gill Smith drew attention to the following:
• The Society’s current (working) bank account is with the Bank of Scotland.
• The effects of reducing interest rates were very noticeable in the BoS account; significant
capital had been put on deposit with COIF (Charitable Organisations Investment Fund)
and this was achieving higher interest rates than could be found elsewhere.
• The Society had been approached by the Publishers Licensing Society, as a result of
which the BPS is in receipt of royalties for photocopies of BPS publications.
• The benefits from Gift Aid had not been realised in 2008 as the Inland Revenue had lost
the claim form; this income will appear in the accounts for 2009.
• The Treasurer asked members if they thought that pie charts helped in the presentation of
Accounts; those present agreed that this was a useful feature.
• The Independent Examiners were thanked for their work.
The accounts were accepted, with thanks to the Treasurer.
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Item 5 – QUESTIONS ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Membership Secretary. Although a drop in subscriptions was reported for 2008, Gill
Smith was able to report signs of an increase for 2009.
Fern Gazette. The next issue was due at the end of May 2009. Mary Gibby would welcome
feedback on the publication of checklists. Martin Rickard thought this was an excellent
idea, and Alison Paul pointed out that these were not generally published in other journals.
Pteridologist. Barry Thomas questioned the funds available for this publication. As a result
of Alec Greening requesting tenders from printers, although larger, the 2008 edition had
been produced more cheaply than for 2007. Whether this tender approach could be used for
the other two journals was a balance between the benefits of building a relationship with a
printer and achieving cost savings.
Website. Graham Ackers reported on the instigation of a Content Provider system to spread
the load of website content creation; details would appear on the website. A web forum had
also been set up in prototype, and would be made generally available if successful.
Projects. Yvonne Golding reported that Anthony Pigott had just launched the BPS
Photographic Recording Project on the website. Originally Chris Page’s idea, this involves
taking repeat photographs of fern sites over say a five year period. Members were
encouraged to take part in this project.
Jennifer Ide suggested that the Society might consider on-line publishing, as practised by
some other societies. The President pointed out that the committee was open to ideas, and
would consider this further.
Item 6 – QUESTIONS ON COMMITTEE APPOINTEES’ REPORTS
Plant Exchange. Ken Trewren expressed surprise that there were so few participants.
Merchandise. Bryan Smith would welcome fern photographs from members for the 2010
BPS calendar.
Archive. The room in the Manchester Museum intended to house our archives had been
viewed by some during the lunchtime tour.
Miscellaneous. Jennifer Ide congratulated the officers on producing their reports in time for
publication in the 2008 Bulletin. As a result of this, there was no necessity to present most
reports at the AGM, and the President ascertained that the members present were happy
with this format.
Item 7 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE AND APPOINTMENT OF
INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS
President-elect. Prof. Mary Gibby had been nominated and was elected unanimously.
Vice-Presidents. Nominations had been received for Mr Patrick Acock and Miss Jennifer
Ide, and they were elected unanimously.
Officers. All of the Officers were available for re-election. This was proposed by Barry
Thomas, seconded by Jennifer Ide, and they were unanimously re-elected en bloc. [General
Secretary Dr Yvonne Golding, Committee Secretary Mr Graham Ackers, Treasurer Mrs Gillian
Smith, Membership Secretary Mr Mike Taylor, Meetings Secretary Mr Rob Cooke, Conservation
Officers Dr Heather McHaffie and Dr Fred Rumsey, Project Officer Mr Anthony Pigott,
Publications Secretary Mr Martin Rickard, Fern Gazette Editor Prof. Mary Gibby, Pteridologist
Editor Mr Martin Rickard, Bulletin Editor Miss Alison Paul, Website Editor Mr Anthony Pigott.]
Elected Committee Members. All ten were available for re-election. This was proposed by
Alan Ogden, seconded by Mike Porter, and they were unanimously elected en bloc. [Prof. John
Edgington, Mr Roger Golding, Mr Alec Greening, Dr Michael Hayward, Dr Bridget Laue, Dr
Sylvia Martinelli, Mr Howard Matthews, Mr Paul Ripley, Mr Bryan Smith & Mr Matt Stribley.]
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Independent Examiners. Dr Nick Hards and Mr Alex Storie had agreed to continue in this
capacity.
Item 8 – AWARDS
Honorary Membership. The committee had
proposed Barry Thomas and John Woodhams
for honorary membership. In thanking the
Society for this benefit, both gave brief
accounts of their long associations with the
Society. [See citations p. 183.]
Outstanding Contribution Awards. Two
presentations were made. Barry and Anne
Wright had provided a vital service in expertly
running the Spore Exchange for ten years.
Alastair Wardlaw as a past President had
effectively resolved several issues at that time,
and had run the Tree Fern Special Interest
Group. Both parties gave their thanks.
J.W. Dyce Award for the best published article
in 2008. This was presented in their absence to
Fred Rumsey and Helena Crouch for their
Pteridologist article ‘Brake out! Pteris go wild
in the British Isles’.
Item 9 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS

photo: Y.C. Golding

Barry & Anne Wright receive their
Outstanding Service Award, AGM 2009

The National Trust for Scotland was proposing to close Arduaine Garden on the basis
that it does not
make money, and
the President had
written to them to
try and avert this
closure. He asked
and was granted
authority from the
meeting to write a
further letter on
behalf
of
the
Society. However,
Mary Gibby pointed
out that the National
Trust for Scotland
was
currently
experiencing
considerable financial
difficulties resulting
in staff redundancies.
Robert Sykes closed
the meeting at 15.10.
photo: Y.C. Golding

Alastair Wardlaw receives his Outstanding Service Award from
Robert Sykes, AGM 2009
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Graham Ackers
Committee
Secretary

BPS ACCOUNTS FOR 2009
2008

2009

£13,937.58
£1,773.82
£765.00
£864.03
£0.00
£440.01
£96.00
£277.93
£18,154.37

£12,632.97
£329.74
£6,293.50
£1,033.45
£1,935.67
£200.46
£690.00
£39.50
£23,155.29

£3,360.30
£4,362.03
£3,778.00
£169.00
£405.40
£36.00
£12.00
£44.79
£1,296.54
£1,025.54
£452.56
£7,355.97
£339.93
£540.17
£73.86
£727.24
n/a
n/a
£166.80

£5,075.96
£1,948.98
£4,395.77
£309.81
£554.42
£96.00
£43.00
£147.37
£345.23
£1,271.01
£517.98
£1,864.63
£100.00
£551.59
£94.76
£642.48
£1,120.93
£2,500.00
£0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£24,146.13

£21,579.92

Balance (income minus expenditure)

–£5,991.76

£1,575.37

Brought Forward from previous year

£39,297.26

£33,305.50

Total in Ordinary Account

£33,305.50

£34,880.87

ORDINARY ACCOUNT
INCOME
Subscriptions
Interest (see note 11)
Booksales
Merchandise
Inland Revenue Gift Aid (see note 8)
Publishers Licensing Society
Donations (see note 12)
Other
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Pteridologist
Fern Gazette
Bulletin
Printing & Stationery
Administration & Postage
Subscriptions to Societies
Plant & Spore Exchanges
Meetings
Merchandise
Trustees’ Expenses
Archive Storage
Booksales
Special Awards
Autumn Mailing
Credit Card Costs
Computer Leasing
Promotion & Advertising
Donation to Benmore Fernery
Other

CENTENARY FUND (Restricted Account)
Interest
Interest brought forward from previous year
Grant

£334.34
£1,823.34
£500.00

£71.70
£1,657.68
£0.00

Total Interest

£1,657.68

£1,729.38

Capital brought forward from previous year

£5,583.73

£5,583.73

Total in Centenary Fund

£7,241.41

£7,313.11
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GREENFIELD FUND (Restricted Account)
Interest
Interest brought forward from previous year
Grant

£117.51
£1,552.27
£0.00

£26.94
£1,669.78
£0.00

Total Interest

£1,669.78

£1,696.72

Capital brought forward from previous year

£1,051.00

£1,051.00

Total in Greenfield Fund

£2,720.78

£2,747.72

PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT
Brought forward from previous year
Income
Interest
Expenditure
Total in Publications Account

£8,750.83
£941.09
£395.00
£0.00

£10,086.92
£774.17
£99.87
£0.00

£10,086.92

£10,960.96

TOTAL FUNDS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2009
Ordinary Account
Centenary Fund
Greenfield Fund
Publications Account

£33,305.50
£7,241.41
£2,720.78
£10,086.92

£34,880.87
£7,313.11
£2,747.72
£10,960.96

Total Funds

£53,354.61

£55,902.66

Charitable Organisations Investment Fund (COIF)
Bank of Scotland & Others

£43,166.95
£10,187.66

£43,695.20
£12,207.46

Total Funds

£53,354.61

£55,902.66

REPRESENTED BY

INCOME 2009
Publications
3%
Other
Gift Aid
3%
Publishers
4%
Licensing Society
1%
Merchandise
5%

Subscriptions
55%
Booksales
28%

Interest
1%
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EXPENDITURE 2009
All Other
Expenditure
17%
Pteridologist
24%
Donation to
Benmore Fernery
11%
Promotion &
Advertising
5%

Fern Gazette
9%

Autumn Mailing
3%
Booksales
9%

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Merchandise
2%

Bulletin
20%

1. The accounts reflect the subscriptions actually received in the year.
2. The Society has not paid anything to an agency for advertising but has been promoting and
advertising via RHS national shows and public display days.
3. The Society possesses the following stock:
Back issues of the Bulletin, Fern Gazette and Pteridologist valued at approximately £2,000.
Merchandising valued at approximately £2,500 & capital of £1,512.59.
Booksales – new and second-hand books valued at approximately £7,000 & capital of £818.83.
FSC Key to Common Ferns – 247 valued at £494.
BPS Special Publications entitled (no. copies) valued at: Fern Names and their Meanings (77) £346;
Polystichum Cultivars (43) £537; Cultivation and Propagation (233) £1,165; New Atlas of Ferns (63) £567;
History of British Pteridology (704) £2,112; Fern Books Before 1900 (363) £5,445; BPS Abstracts
& Papers (371) £1,113; Occasional Paper of the BPS (25) £62; CD Rom – BPS Minute Book (6) £60.
4. Full details of Merchandise and Booksales Accounts can be obtained from the Managers.
5. The Society decided to split our two Restricted Funds into ‘Capital’ and ‘Interest’.
The ‘Interest’ section of the Funds is available for payment as grants.
6. No grants were paid in 2009 but £2,500 was donated towards restoration of Benmore Botanic Garden’s
Fernery for interpretive material; fern posters and acknowledgement of the BPS’s support will be displayed.
7. Computers for specific BPS officers’ use are being leased from Dell Computers. This gives the
Society the ability to keep up with computer technology without having to invest capital funds.
8. Gift Aid returns listed on these accounts are for 2008 and 2009. The figure for 2008 was
£1,044.38 and for 2009 £891.29. The reduction in the amount is due to the Treasury changing
the percentage return from 28% to 20% in the 2008 budget.
9. In 2008, several credit/debit card input slips were NOT entered into the BPS account by BoS, as
noted in the 2008 accounts. Although BoS were persistently chased, none of the misplaced entries
were found and no reparation was offered by BoS. Therefore the sum of £178.70 had to be written off.
10.Note 6 to the 2008 accounts stated that a report by Sarah Whittingham (recipient of a BPS grant)
would be published in the 2009 Bulletin. This will instead feature in the 2010 Pteridologist.
11.Interest rates have been very low and the BoS account received NO INTEREST at all in 2009 as
interest is only paid at 2% below base rate. Even the COIF interest started the year at 2.2% and
dropped to 0.5% by the end of December.
12.Donations include £190 prize money (Silver Medal) from Tatton Park RHS Show and an OPAL grant of £500.
Gillian Smith, Treasurer

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2009
I have examined the accounting records maintained by the Treasurer of the British Pteridological
Society. I can certify that the accounts presented to me are in accordance with the books and records.
Alexander Storie AIB Scot., Independent Examiner, 20 February 2010
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS
& COMMITTEE APPOINTEES FOR 2009
GENERAL SECRETARY – Yvonne Golding
In 2009 the BPS committee first met in January at The Natural History Museum in London.
We had our AGM in Manchester at the University Museum where we welcomed our overseas
member Piet Bremer from The Netherlands and Joan Watson from Manchester who each gave
stimulating talks on very different aspects of Pteridology. We also welcomed Pat Acock and
Jennifer Ide as Vice-Presidents and in this final year of Robert Sykes’ Presidency we elected
Mary Gibby as the President-elect. This new committee met in May at the Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh and we were back to the NHM in London for our October meeting. Also at
our AGM we took great pleasure in awarding Honorary membership to Barry Thomas and
John Woodhams who between them have been members of the Society, holding various
Committee positions, for about 85 years! We hope they continue to enjoy their membership.
We also recognised the efforts of Spore Exchange Organisers Anne and Barry Wright and our
ex President and tree fern expert Alastair Wardlaw with Outstanding Contribution Awards.
Our committee is very hard working and we take great pleasure in acknowledging their efforts.
We awarded the second J.W. Dyce award jointly to Fred Rumsey and Helena Crouch for their
entertaining and informative article ‘Brake Out’ in Pteridologist 2008. The award (of £100) is
open to anyone who writes an interesting and informative article for any of our publications.
Since our AGM of last year we have learned of the death of Major Richard Unett who was
a real stalwart of the BPS Leeds & District Group for almost 20 years and a regular at
national field meetings (his obituary is in this Bulletin), and Dr Derek Hill of Reigate,
Surrey. Our sympathy goes out to their families.
A BPS grant from the Centenary Fund to Dr Sarah Whittingham has come to fruition with
the publication of her charming book The Victorian Fern Craze, in which our Society is
acknowledged. We eagerly await her next book on Pteridomania published by Francis
Lincoln, which is due out at the end of 2010. Now that the BPS Archive is safe and fully
accessible at Manchester Museum we are hopeful that Sarah may find something of interest
there to report in her forthcoming book.
A donation from the BPS was made to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh to help
towards the restoration of a Victorian Fernery at Benmore Gardens, near Dunoon. The
restoration is now complete and
a small group of BPS members
attended the official opening. It
was a joyous occasion and the
fernery is truly wonderful.
There was also a very good
exhibition on all aspects of
Pteridology including a section
on our Society. Our incoming
President, Mary Gibby, was
instrumental in this venture and
has produced a lovely book The
Benmore Fernery, Celebrating
photo: Q. Whittingham
the World of Ferns in which
our contribution has been
Opening of Benmore Fernery
acknowledged. You can read all
Robert Sykes, Yvonne Golding, Frank McGavigan, Adrian
about the opening of the fernery
Dyer, Mary Gibby, Alastair Wardlaw, Sarah Whittingham,
on our website.
Heather McHaffie, Frank Katzer, Jackie Wardlaw
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On the publications front, 2009 saw the bumper 25th Edition of Pteridologist, now in the
capable hands of Martin Rickard and Alec Greening. Our full colour fern magazine is very
popular and a great incentive to attract new members. Every year the Bulletin seems to get
larger, which is a reflection of the increased activity of the Society over the years, reporting on
the wide-ranging travels of BPS members and demonstrating the extra hard work put in by
Alison Paul; 2009 is her 20th edition as sole editor and before this she co-edited three editions
with Matt Busby; for the first ten years she was also our Membership Secretary, a post she
held for twelve years. It is because of this that we are awarding Alison a BPS Outstanding
Contribution Award for all her efforts over the years.
I am very pleased to report that our scientific journal The Fern Gazette is safe because Mary
Gibby, as well as becoming our next President, has agreed to continue as Editor with extra
editorial help from Pat Acock and Jennifer Ide and with Andrew Leonard’s continuing support
with electronic production. You will have also noticed the expansion of our website and the
important new addition, set up by Anthony Pigott, of the Fern Forum, which is accessed by fern
lovers all over the world and helping to put the BPS on the International map. We look forward to
future developments including Pteridowiki, which will further help to raise the profile of the BPS.
In our quest to raise awareness of ferns and our Society we formed a new Education
Subcommittee headed by Alison Evans. This met for the first time in October 2009 in
Edinburgh. There are many exciting plans for the future and I look forward to reporting on
some of these next year. To further these objectives we would also like to appoint a Publicity
Officer. If you have any skills in this area or would be prepared to help and advise us about
publicity matters then please get in contact with Committee Secretary Graham Ackers.
Another of our BPS aims is to be able to allocate all members, if they should wish, to a Regional
Group so they can be put in touch with local fern-lovers and take part in meetings, excursions,
exchange horticultural knowledge (and plants!) and monitor and record native ferns in their area.
We already have seven flourishing Regional Groups in Scotland, Yorkshire, North-West and
South-East England, East Anglia, Cornwall, and South Wales and the Borders. In November
2009 a small group of BPS members met at The Firs, University of Manchester, and formed a
new group, Manchester and North Midlands, to cover Greater Manchester, Cheshire, Derbyshire
and Staffordshire. This will initially be organised by Yvonne Golding until someone more
qualified, or with more time, comes along. A programme of excursions has been organised for
2010 and this, along with other Regional programmes, can be found on our website.
One of the strengths of our Society is the horticultural knowledge amongst its members and the
huge range of fern species and cultivars that are grown in their gardens. Another strength is the
generosity of BPS members in donating ferns to other members and to worthy causes. Last
year members donated more than 60 taxa of Dryopteris to add to our Patron’s collection at
Highgrove and this we understand will be registered as a National Collection. In the past,
members have donated ferns to other gardens, such as The National Trust’s Ickworth House in
Suffolk, and English Heritage’s Brodsworth Hall in Yorkshire. We hope that members will
continue to support fern growing in public gardens so they can be enjoyed by all.
Another way to meet enthusiastic gardeners and encourage them to grow ferns is through
our presence at flower shows. This year Southport Flower Show was 75 years old and the
BPS was there with a very attractive stand organised by Michael Hayward. Southport still
has amateur classes for ferns and those of us that enter need more competition! So I urge
you to get up to Southport this year, enter some ferns (it can be quite lucrative) and visit the
newly restored fernery.
In 2009 the BPS was represented for the first time at the RHS Tatton Park Flower Show. This
gave us the opportunity to engage with thousands of visitors. The event was co-ordinated by
Yvonne Golding with a team of 20 helpers. This was quite ambitious but we pulled it off,
winning a Silver medal and attracting 15 new members for the Society. It was hard work but a
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great deal of fun and I would like to thank all those that helped to make it possible. You can
read about our presence at shows in the Bulletin and on our website where there are also quite
a few pictures. Now we would like to capitalise on that success and have a presence at other
RHS shows, moving around the country from year to year. So in 2010 Gill and Bryan Smith
will co-ordinate a BPS venture at BBC Gardeners’ World Live at the NEC, Birmingham, and
in 2011 we hope to exhibit at The Scottish Show. I am confident that BPS members will
continue to be as generous and supportive as they were for Tatton.
Another new venture for the BPS in 2009 was our event ‘Ferns and Fossils’ in collaboration
with The University of Manchester Museum and sponsored by a lottery grant from The Open
Air Laboratories Network (OPAL). The programme for the day catered for all ages and all
levels of knowledge about ferns, their relatives, and their fossil ancestors. We had a constant
stream of visitors, many of whom were learning about ferns for the first time. Manchester
Museum estimate that around 2,000 people passed through the doors and around 1,000 actively
participated in this event, which was part of the Museum’s Big Saturday series. You can read
all about the event in the Bulletin and on our website. Again I would like to thank all those
BPS members who helped, Manchester Museum staff and OPAL who supported the event.
I hope you will agree that your committee is working very hard to help maintain the success of
our Society in a changing world and to fulfil its charitable purposes. But we want all our
members to contribute by supporting our activities and encouraging friends and family to join
the BPS and take an interest in ferns.
In conclusion I would like to thank our outgoing President Robert Sykes who leaves the Society
in very fine fettle with many exciting developments still to come; it has been a pleasure to work
with him. Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mary Gibby on her recent
OBE for services to botany. This was well deserved and we feel privileged to welcome her as
our new President.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Mike Taylor
2009 was a more encouraging year, with a small increase of 18 in membership numbers;
hopefully this trend will continue into 2010. We now have a total of 687 members made up
of 466 Full, 91 Optional (not receiving The Fern Gazette), 30 Complimentary, 8 Honorary
and 11 Student members, and 81 Subscribers. The number of Subscribers has decreased by
1 and the number of members who pay via the AFS has decreased by 3 to 64. I was afraid
that we would lose a lot of subscribers due to the recession but the numbers have held up
and many have already renewed for 2010. The price of £20 for AFS membership is good
value, however, we only have 7 members who take advantage of our reciprocal
arrangement, which is why I am embarrassed every year when George Yatskievych and I
settle up. At Tatton Park Show Yvonne had a recruiting drive that brought in 15 new
members; we hope they will renew their membership in 2011.
Due to changes in the taxation rate the amount recovered in Gift Aid decreased from £1,044
to £891. This decrease in revenue could easily be reversed if those members who have not
signed up for Gift Aid did so; it’s so easy and you only need do it once. The Society has
benefited by £6,979 since we first started claiming Gift Aid.
MEETINGS SECRETARY – Rob Cooke
Last year we had a very successful meeting programme again, and the reports are in the
Bulletin. My thanks as ever to those who have organised and run the meetings so well. We
have another full programme planned for this year. As you read this we will have held the
first meeting in Nice, in France, but later in the year we will be going to Wales, Scotland
and Ireland, as well as England, consisting variously of garden and field visits. If you have
missed the programme, or you now have the opportunity to come along then please do so;
you can find the latest details on the BPS website. This national programme in
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complemented by a full range of regional meetings, and again details of these programmes
are on the Web or available from group leaders.
As ever I am indebted both to those who have offered to run meetings, and also the
meetings subcommittee who help pull the programme together; if there is somewhere in
particular you would like to visit, then please do get in touch; we are always looking for
new ideas, especially if you are prepared to help out with the organisation.
CONSERVATION OFFICER – Fred Rumsey
I have continued to contribute to groups underpinning the UK BAP process and which
are active in the assessment of threats and conservation status of British fern taxa. There
have been a few requests for information or assistance with regard to local conservation
issues, which I hope have been satisfactorily answered. We contributed to a consultation
on suggested additions to Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, which would
limit the sale and knowing dispersal of potential invasives – some species of Salvinia had
originally been proposed but were not felt to pose a risk under current climatic
conditions.
The possibility of developing the Society’s recording activities to assist in the conservation
of some of our most threatened species is discussed in the Recorder’s report.
RECORDING OFFICER – Fred Rumsey
Firstly, an apology for the lack of progress on some long standing items that I hope to
deliver shortly – our revised recording card and an article destined for Pteridologist on
recording. I want the latter to elicit discussion and shape what we do in future and how we
do it. To that end I have been liaising with the BSBI recording committee who are currently
preparing their recording strategy. Seeing where our interests coincide and working with
their very well developed recording network is of great value to us. I was fortunate to be
asked to the Yorkshire group’s AGM and could thus hear about their now long-term
monitoring activities for Botrychium by roadsides on the Moors and hopefully a programme
to monitor re-introduced populations of Woodsia ilvensis in Upper Teesdale. I hope that we
can develop similar initiatives with local BPS groups elsewhere. A recent call for
expressions of interest has come from DEFRA’s Biodiversity Research and Evidence
Programme. They have funding to help increase our understanding of the status, taxonomy
or ecology of selected Biodiversity Action Plan species. For us this means Dryopteris
cristata, Lycopodiella inundata, Pilularia globulifera, Polystichum lonchitis and Woodsia
ilvensis. Members of the Society have in the past performed, or contributed to,
comprehensive national surveys of at least three of these and as we heard above are still
actively involved with some. It is my intention to explore the possibilities of working in
conjunction with the BSBI and others, to deliver through our membership’s activities (field
meetings, workshops, etc.) over the next three years repeat surveys of these species, for
which we could gain supporting funds.
I would also encourage anyone with records or observations of alien fern species escaped
from gardens to contact me with the details. Several new (alien) taxa to the British list have
been added (e.g. Pteris umbrosa) and some may go on to become invasive. Cyrtomium
fortunei has been found new to several vice-counties and would seem to be increasing
rapidly. We also have a new native taxon in Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta (D. affinis subsp.
pseudodisjuncta) found by Ken Trewren some time ago in southern Scotland but only
recently confirmed.
PUBLICATIONS SECRETARY – Martin Rickard
The journals have all been issued more-or-less on time this year. There have been no new
Special Publications nor are there any in the pipeline. Any proposals for future issues should
be sent to me for consideration by the Committee.
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FERN GAZETTE EDITOR – Mary Gibby
Andrew Leonard continues to provide excellent support in the editing and production of
The Fern Gazette. Volume 18 Parts 5 and 6 have been published, though owing to my work
commitments at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh in late autumn, Part 6 couldn’t be
sent to press until early January 2010. The position of editor has been reviewed during the
year, and I am pleased to report that Patrick Acock has agreed to help with the work load,
coordinating correspondence with authors, and I trust this will result in smoother planning
and organisation, to ensure regular publication.
PTERIDOLOGIST EDITOR – Martin Rickard
The 2009 Pteridologist was a bumper issue with 80 pages. Depending on copy, future issues
may be smaller but if enough suitable copy is submitted Alec and I are happy to continue to
let the journal grow. Finance may eventually become a problem but currently Alec is
managing to keep printing costs in check so hopefully the 2010 issue will also be a good size.
Both Alec and I were very pleased with the reaction to the 2009 issue. Very many members
bothered to write, e-mail, telephone or simply comment on how much they enjoyed it. It is
of course you, the membership, that make the journal, so let me repeat – please send me any
notes, articles and pictures of general fern interest that you might think suitable for
publication. Use previous issues to get a feel for the kind of material. Please bear in mind
that the annual deadline for inclusion in that year’s copy is the 31st January.
BULLETIN EDITOR – Alison Paul
The 2009 Bulletin is the largest yet, with 100 pages and 60 contributors. This reflects the
continuing good number of BPS meetings, both national (including overseas meetings) and
those organised by our growing number of Regional Groups. I would again make a plea to
contributors to send in their reports or photographs as soon as possible after the event.
Many thanks to those who regularly do this.
I am pleased to report that the excellent Index to volumes 1 to 5 of the Bulletin, compiled
some years ago by Jonathan Crowe is finally available on the new Bulletin page of the
website. I would like to take this opportunity to apologise to members and to Jonathan in
particular for the length of time this has taken to appear. It is still hoped to produce a hard
copy, for which costings are being obtained.
WEBSITE EDITOR – Anthony Pigott
The website continues to develop, both with the usual updates of BPS information, such as
meetings programmes, spore lists and publications, and new features in the past year such as
the BPS Event Diary, the photographic recording project and coverage of BPS participation
at shows. The front page has continued to evolve, with much more information directly
accessible from there. We have started a system of ‘content providers’ to enable more
people to be involved in the acquisition and update of material for the website.
Probably the biggest event of this year has been the launch of the BPS Fern Forum. This
enables experts and enthusiasts from all over the world to exchange information about all
aspects of pteridophytes. We see this as a significant service provided by the Society and
one that will enhance its visibility and standing.
As always, offers of contributions and other help are extremely welcome.
EDUCATION OFFICER – Alison Evans
I took on the role of Education Officer in May 2009, and since then have been on a steep
learning curve, ably supported by the Education Subcommittee: Yvonne Golding, Heather
McHaffie, Bridget Laue, and more recently Frank McGavigan. An early task was to find out
what educational resources and opportunities already exist. The BPS already provides a great
deal of information through the website, journals, and meetings of various kinds. Yvonne has
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produced a series of promotional posters that have already been used at several meetings.
Stands at the Tatton Park and Southport flower shows helped to raise the profile of ferns and
the BPS with members of the public, and the Manchester Museum ‘Big Saturday’ was an
enormously successful educational event with around 2,000 visitors. Material from this event
will be made available on the website, and may be used at similar events in future, for example
at an open day in the new Gateway at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.
The Education Subcommittee met in October to discuss future plans. Frank is preparing a
proposal for the production of a leaflet on ferns in Scottish Gardens, to raise public
awareness and promote gardens with fern collections. If this pilot is successful, this venture
could be repeated in other parts of the UK. We are also working on updating existing
information leaflets and looking to increase the range of posters on different aspects of
Pteridology. Working with the website editor, we hope to increase the range of educational
material available on the web. A request for information about resources such as speakers
and private fern gardens went out with the Autumn mailing. We are also looking to build
links with other organisations and societies. Heather took posters and leaflets to the Annual
Meeting of the Botanical Society of Scotland and BSBI, and I will be doing the same for the
Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union conference this spring.
Much of our effort so far has been directed towards recruiting new members and educating the
general public. I am also conscious of the need to provide more detailed, in-depth education
for members looking to further their horticultural or botanical knowledge, and to promote the
development of the Society as a recording organisation, with a responsibility to support taxonomic
and other research on Pteridophytes. The indoor meetings on aspleniums and on hymenophyllums
were excellent examples of more specialised education. I would be pleased to have suggestions
from members on other topics they would like to see included in our programme.
PROJECT OFFICER – Anthony Pigott
We currently have four main projects underway:
Recording & Mapping. This project will implement a number of items all aimed at
increasing the participation of the BPS in the recording and analysis of pteridophyte
distribution in Britain and Ireland. This will include encouraging members to make records
and working with the BSBI to facilitate the input of new data and access to existing records.
This has been further delayed by the availability of key individuals but we now have
alternative plans and hope to launch it very soon. (See also Recording Oficer’s report.)
Photographic Recording. This project is separate from but complementary to the
Recording & Mapping Project. It invites people to take photographs of fern sites at different
points in time with a view to learning about variations in conditions and abundance. The
project was launched in April 2009 with full details on the website. Members are strongly
encouraged to participate.
On-line Journals. The BPS has decided to make back numbers of its journals available online. There is a tremendous wealth of pteridophyte knowledge in those pages that is
currently difficult to access and search. This project has looked at the technical and
administrative issues involved. We are now starting to make available recent issues that are
already in some digital format. We have tested the options for bulk scanning of the older
paper-only issues and hope to implement this in the coming year.
Website Development. We see the website as being of increasing importance to the BPS
and the way it communicates with its members and the public. This project continues to look
at ways to get more people involved and to make the website easier to expand and develop.
As a result of the Fern Forum implementation, the BPS now has additional web hosting
facilities available, which will lead to innovative ways to implement some website features
such as an expanded and revamped Where to see Ferns. (See also Website Editor’s report.)
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SPORE EXCHANGE ORGANISER – Matt Busby
Having taken over the responsibility for the Spore Exchange from Anne and Barry Wright
in December 2008, I am pleased to report that all 117 requests were completed and sent out
before the 1st April 2009.
It is some ten years since I last studied the list of spores offered and I recall that at a
Committee meeting last year a comment was made concerning the paucity of British fern
varieties offered in the current list. I was surprised to find a number of varieties in my
garden that have not been offered for some years and I felt that I had let the side down. This
is a weakness that I intend to address for the 2010 list. May I suggest that members check
through last year’s list and if they find ferns in their collections that are absent from the list,
would they kindly donate spores for next year.
May I repeat the plea by Anne and Barry Wright in their report last year. I shall always be
pleased and willing to answer any queries about donating spores. Please e-mail any queries
to spores@ebps.org.uk.
May I take this opportunity to thank Anne and Barry for all their help and for ensuring a
smooth handover, and various members of the Committee that have come to my aid on
several occasions.
PLANT EXCHANGE ORGANISER – Jonathan Crowe
Donor forms were distributed with the spring 2009 mailing. The Plant Exchange List was
compiled and distributed mid-March 2009.
Statistics for taxa offered are shown below:
Status
Code
Sp0

Plant Status Description

No. in
2004
10

No. in
2005
0

No. in
2007
0

No. in
2008
6

No. in
2009
13

Sporeling less than 1 year old

Sp1

Sporeling 1-2 years old

13

15

13

17

18

Sp2

Sporeling 2-3 years old

13

15

7

19

16

Esp

Established plant

11

39

7

20

30

Bul

Bulbil

0

0

1

6

5

Rhs

Rhizomes

11

1

1

1

4

Plant status not stated by donor

0

0

0

0

0

Totals

58

70

29

69

86

2004

2005

2007

2008

2009

Donors only (thus only offering plants)

6

8

7

4

6

Donors also having ‘wants’

5

-

-

3

2

‘Wanters’ only (thus not offering plants)
List requesters only (neither offering
plants nor having ‘wants’)
Total number of participants

3

-

-

-

-

16

19

13

3

17

30

27

20

10

25

The statistics for participants are shown below:
Category of Participant

Participation in the scheme has increased over last year, both in terms of the number of taxa
offered and of people using the scheme – a very encouraging trend. The number of
members requesting the List was augmented by requests from new members who had been
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advised of the scheme in their Joining Pack. Several requests that I received were from new
members starting a collection. For the first time we had participants from mainland Europe.
Despite few taking the opportunity in 2009, it is intended to retain the ‘wants’ feature next
year.
BOOKSALES ORGANISER – Frank Katzer
BPS Booksales had a very busy 2009. The highlight was the sale of Nigel Hall’s book
collection, which reached its pinnacle at the AGM in Manchester. A list of all available
books was circulated to members. Books were either sold directly, if requested by only a
single person or were sold off in a silent auction if they attracted more interest. A set of 27
books that attracted most interest were sold at an auction facilitated by Roland Ennos at the
AGM. Most of Nigel Hall’s books were sold, recouping the purchase price of the whole
collection and making a small profit. The unsold books were added to the Booksales stock
list. Recently, Booksales was bequeathed the book collection of the late Les Dugdale and I
also bought a collection of books for the Society that belonged to the late Bernard Williams.
I also bought new books for members, including Mary Gibby’s The Benmore Fernery,
Celebrating the World of Ferns and Sarah Whittingham’s The Victorian Fern Craze, as
well as a book on the pteridophytes of Réunion Island: Flore des Mascareignes,
Pteridophytes. I am in the process of obtaining David Lellinger’s A Multilingual Glossary
for Taxonomic Pteridology from the American Fern Society, and various books on Chinese
ferns. All in all it has been a fairly eventful year.
MERCHANDISE ORGANISERS – Bryan & Gill Smith
We had another reasonably successful year for Merchandising in 2009, with nearly 20 mail
orders (which came from the UK, Canada and Eire). This compared with 25 (from the UK,
USA, South Africa, Denmark, Hungary and Eire) in 2007, so there were fewer overseas
orders in 2009. Face-to-face selling continued, and was again our main source of income.
We sold merchandise at the Manchester AGM in April, at the Kew national meeting in
May, at the South Wales and Borders weekend meeting in July, and at our own East Anglia
group meeting in November. As usual, members had the option to save postage by preordering items for meetings we attended. We also had success selling items to the public at
the RHS Tatton Park show in June. Colleagues in the north, as before, sold merchandise at
the Southport show in August, and at the AGMs of the Yorkshire and the North-West
Regional Groups. Steve and Karen Munyard kindly sold merchandise at the Reading
Hymenophyllum workshop in November, which we were unable to attend. Overall, sales
amounted to just over £1,000, which was similar to sales in 2008. Further details can be
found in the Merchandise section of the Treasurer’s accounts.
Encouraged by the success of the 2009 BPS calendar, we produced a 2010 calendar, this
time featuring several photos submitted by BPS members. We would be very pleased to
receive further ferny photos for the 2011 calendar.
The current merchandise list (November 2009), which was distributed with the autumn
mailing, boasts some 17 ranges and a total of nearly 60 individual products. For this list we
introduced a new double hand lens following a member’s suggestion and we also
introduced the use of PayPal as an additional way to pay for items. The list continues to be
available through the BPS website, and we send out new order forms when we fulfil orders.
As ever, if anyone has any ideas for ferny items they’d really like to see and that they think
other members would also like to buy, please do let us know.
HORTICULTURAL INFORMATION ADVISER – Matt Busby
It has been an interesting year with various problems being presented to me by both post
and e-mail. I was particularly pleased to receive a letter from a member telling me how
successful they had been with their spore sowings and asking how they should proceed with
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subsequent treatment. It is always pleasing to receive information on members’ successes.
Other problems involved the identification of several ferns and two concerned difficulties
due to incorrect potting composts.
ARCHIVIST – Matt Busby
I am pleased to report that on the 1st December 2009, the Society’s archive was moved
from Coventry to the Manchester Museum in Oxford Road, Manchester. At last we have a
safe and secure place for all the articles, letters, photographs and other items that the
Society has accumulated over the last 119 years. May I express my thanks to Yvonne
Golding by whose brilliant initiative this event has taken place. I also thank the Curator of
Botany, Leander Wolstenholme, and the Curator of Collections, Malcolm Chapman, for
their guidance and assistance in this matter. I particularly want to thank the team of willing
helpers who assisted us in getting the archive up three flights of stairs. I also need to thank
my youngest son, Matthew, for having a day off work to transport me and the archive to
Manchester. Donations of items continue to arrive and I thank those members who have
sent them in. I am always pleased to receive items for the archive, especially documents,
letters and photographs that are pre-1970.
We are particularly short of pteridological items that pre-date the formation of our Society
in September 1891. May I request that members keep their eyes open for any articles,
letters, photographs or other items from that period to donate to our archive. I am always
prepared to consider the purchase of more interesting items.
FERN VARIETIES NOMENCLATURE SUBCOMMITTEE – Matt Busby
This subcommittee has passed another year without the need for a meeting. The make-up of
this subcommittee was Dr A.C. Leslie, M.H. Rickard, and A.R. Busby as convener. As
there has been no business on this matter for a number of years, it was decided at the
January 2010 Committee Meeting that this subcommittee should stand down.
CULTIVAR REGISTRATION SUBCOMMITTEE – Robert Sykes
The aim remains to establish the Society as the International Cultivar Registration
Authority, initially for Polypodium, and later for other genera. Martin Rickard has prepared
a full list of references in the literature, and the task is to render that into a form acceptable
to the International Society for Horticultural Science. This is being tackled, but is
proceeding slowly, owing to other commitments of the members of the group. The
subcommittee will look at the possibility of progressing another genus in parallel.

THE AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY
The AFS invites all readers of this Bulletin to join the American Fern Society. You are welcome to visit the
AFS website: amerfernsoc.org. Regular members receive Fiddlehead Forum five times a year, a newsletter
published for those who are interested in growing ferns, hunting for them and expanding their knowledge of
ferns. Journal members also receive the scientific quarterly American Fern Journal. Membership costs
$19 and $32 per annum respectively for members residing outside USA, Canada or Mexico, including
postage for airmail-assisted delivery. For particulars please write to Dr George Yatskievych, Missouri
Botanical Garden, P.O. Box 299, St Louis, Missouri 63166-0299, USA (george.yatskievych@mobot.org).
Online credit card payment is now available for the AFS via the AFS website.
AFS SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS: Our societies have an exchange arrangement whereby
members of the BPS can pay their AFS subscription through the BPS Membership Secretary and
vice versa. To take advantage of this, prospective members residing in Great Britain should contact
Mr M.G. Taylor, Westlea, Kyleakin, Isle of Skye IV41 8PH (Membership@eBPS.org.uk).
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AWARDS
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP – BARRY THOMAS
During 2009 Honorary Membership was conferred on Barry Thomas
for his services to pteridology.
Barry Thomas joined the British Pteridological Society in 1963 and is therefore one of our
longest standing members. He was Treasurer from 1974 until 1988. From 1971 until 1973
he was part of the editorial team for the British Fern Gazette, continuing in the team in
1974 and 1975 when it was issued as the Fern Gazette. Later, from 1998 until 2001 he took
over editing the
Pteridologist. This
was appropriate as it
had been his idea
back in 1984 to split
the general interest
items out of the
Bulletin to form the
Pteridologist.
Barry is obviously a
man of many talents
but for me the
highlight of his time
with the Society was
his term as our
President from 1988
to 1991 in the run up
to our centenary year,
1991. Being President
is never easy but at
that time Barry raised
photo: Y.C. Golding
the stakes and led
Barry Thomas being presented with Honorary Membership
all his officers
certificate by President Robert Sykes, AGM 2009
into organising an
amazing series of
events and publications. These included:
• The production of travelling exhibitions to tour nationally.
• The organisation of publicity in major horticultural journals, on radio and on television
including Gardeners’ World.
• The organisation of the very successful week-long International Symposium on
Cultivation and Propagation of Pteridophytes with a weighty accompanying publication.
• The organisation of a nationwide tour of gardens following on after the symposium. This
tour included a competitive exhibition of ferns at Pebworth, the largest I have ever seen.
• The AGM held in The Lake District. This attracted almost exactly one hundred members
to the celebratory dinner and was accompanied by a magnificent display of fern-decorated
items brought in by members.
• A Society stand in the Great Marquee at the Chelsea Flower Show that won a Silver
Medal. In addition the Society provided plants for a fantastic display of ferns around a
waterfall staged by the Royal Horticultural Society, also in the great marquee.
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• The publication of Special Publication Nos. 3, 4 and 5. The Cultivation and Propagation
of British Ferns, The History of British Pteridology and The British Pteridological
Society Abstracts … 1894-1905. In addition, our centenary triggered a Natural History
Museum publication A World of Ferns, part authored by Barry.
• Finally Barry promoted the creation of the Centenary Fund.
On top of all this the Society maintained its core activities. The Gazette, Pteridologist and
Bulletin were produced on time and all the other Society functions continued uninterrupted.
All this took a huge amount of planning and many hours of effort by many members –
Barry was not directly involved in all these projects but the impetus came from him.
Barry’s other publications on ferns include: Welsh Ferns (7th edition) with George
Hutchinson, The Phylogeny and Classification of the Ferns with Clive Jermy and Jim
Crabbe and the slightly less ferny The Evolution of Plants and Flowers, as well as many
books and papers on palaeobotany.
For 12 years Barry was Keeper of Botany at the National Museum of Wales. He used his time
there to help promote ferns. He staged ferny exhibitions, gave some financial support to
pteridologists and helped build up the Museum’s fern book collection. More recently he has
been a Professor at Aberystwyth University. This has enabled him to live in a very ferny part of
his native Wales but it unfortunately means he cannot easily attend Society meetings in London.
Barry is primarily a palaeobotanist. Nevertheless for at least 46 years he has been very keen
on ferns, using his interest very successfully to promote them and our Society.
Martin Rickard

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP – JOHN WOODHAMS
During 2009 Honorary Membership was conferred on John Woodhams
for his services to pteridology.
John Woodhams has been a real stalwart
of our Society for almost 40 years. He
joined in 1971 and was elected to the
committee the following year. He served
on the committee for a total of 22 years,
including seven years as a VicePresident. It was John who came to the
rescue at a committee meeting in 1998
when we sought a theme for the 2001
Guildford symposium. ‘Fern Flora
Worldwide – Threats and Responses’, on
John’s suggested topic of conservation,
proved a great success. Few years
passed in the 1970s and 1980s without
John’s name cropping up in our journals,
either as the author of articles on ferns in
cultivation at Kew, or in reports of
meetings in which he was involved.
During his long career at RBG Kew John
did a lot for ferns. He originally joined
Kew in 1959, working first in the
Arboretum and then in the fern unit as an

photo: Y.C. Golding

John Woodhams receiving his Honorary
Membership certificate, AGM 2009
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Improver Gardener. Following a placement on the Kew Horticultural Course and gaining
the Kew Certificate he worked in various capacities before taking over from Bert Bruty as
Foreman in the Fernery in 1970. Bruty, himself an Honorary BPS member, introduced John
to the Society. During the few months that they overlapped John learned a great deal from
him – in 1964 Bruty had been awarded the British Empire Medal and in his citation he was
said to be “one of the foremost specialists in fern cultivation in the country”. In John’s
charge, the fern collections continued to develop, and the two fern houses were landscaped.
John also learned much from Prof. R.E. Holttum, who worked in the herbarium at Kew after
his retirement from University of Malaya in Singapore in 1954. Holttum visited the living
fern collections weekly to aid his studies and to identify the collections, and took time to
talk to John and other staff about different aspects of fern cultivation or nomenclature.
Other regular visitors to the fern houses included Peter Edwards (the Kew herbarium
curator), and Clive Jermy and Trevor Walker who had research collections at Kew – plants
collected on their travels in Trinidad and Malesia. Trevor, like Prof. Manton before him,
was enabled to carry out cytological studies on tropical ferns as a result of John’s ability to
grow on these plants. John believed that the key to successfully growing ferns was to know
how and where they grow in the wild, so he greatly appreciated his own fieldwork
opportunities in the tropics, including Guyana and Papua New Guinea.
John regularly organised the annual BPS meeting at Kew, giving fascinating talks on
his travels and various aspects of his work, and practical demonstrations on many aspects
of fern growing,
from potting mixes
to
fern
pests,
propagation methods
and
Platycerium
cultivation,
as
well as guiding
members around
the collections in
the Lower Nursery
and public fern
collections. On these
occasions
John
was always ably
supported by his
wife, Joan, who for
many years provided
substantial refreshments at most of the
photo: A.R. Busby
Society’s indoor
John Woodhams talks to BPS members at RBG Kew, 1991
meetings.
John has also helped to promote ferns more widely. For example in 1983 he appeared on the
BBC Gardeners’ World from North Wales, discussing the value of ferns in the garden. Matt
Busby referred to “John’s excellent handling of a complex subject” (BPS Bulletin 2(5): 262).
In 1981 John was promoted to Assistant Curator of the Tropical section, playing a major
role in developing the Princess of Wales Conservatory, and responsibility for the fern
collections passed to others. Sadly, poor health forced him to take early retirement in 1995.
Although active involvement in the Society is now more difficult for John, he still continues
to take a keen interest in the work of the Society.
Alison Paul
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OBITUARIES
Mrs RITA VIVIAN COUGHLIN

1922 – 2009

Midland members in particular were sad to learn of the death of Rita Coughlin at a nursing
home in Redditch on the 4th January. Rita had been on her own since the death of her
husband Ray in 1996. Sadly, as the years passed she became unable to maintain their garden
at Lydiate Ash, Worcestershire, and moved into sheltered accommodation in Redditch.
The Humanitarian service at Redditch Crematorium on the 21st January was attended by
many local members of the BPS and the AGS and other friends. Martin Rickard gave the
eulogy and reminded us of the many happy hours that we had enjoyed in their lovely garden
over the years and of their wonderful hospitality and generosity to visitors. Visitors often
went home with some little treasure or other for their own gardens. The garden was often
open to the public for the National Gardens Scheme.
So have passed two great gardeners who touched our lives with great joy.
A.R. Busby

MAJOR RICHARD UNETT

1926 – 2008

Richard Unett died on 25th December 2008, aged 82,
following quite a long period of ill health.

photo courtesy O. Unett

Descended from a line of military personnel dating back
about four centuries, Richard joined the King’s Royal
Rifles in 1944. In 1947 he was gazetted to his father’s
regiment, The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry,
and remained with them until leaving the army in 1962,
having been posted to Malaya for twelve months
(where he learnt to speak and write Malay), to Kenya
and to Cyprus. Much of this time abroad was in jungle
conditions. Back in ‘civvy street’ he went to live in
Earls Court, London, where he created a rock garden
fernery, which, I am told, was very much admired. He
quickly became involved in civilian activities and
joined a professional fund-raising company that
specialised in raising funds for schools, etc. He moved
to Bradford in 1983 to direct their operations in the
north of England, retiring in 1991.

Richard Unett

He joined the BPS in 1970 but I first met him at the
inaugural meeting of the Leeds and District group of the
BPS in 1984. I had written to all the local members of the Society, telling them of my intention
to form a local group, and he was the first one to contact me. He said that he would support
my efforts, so a meeting was arranged in Leeds and Richard accepted the responsibility of
being the group’s secretary/treasurer, which he continued to do meticulously until 2003.
Many members will remember his attendance at the Society’s national field trips. He was
popular and very knowledgeable, as well as being able and willing to do some of the more
dangerous investigations. Occasionally I would ring him to ask if he would like to come out
on a recce when I was arranging field trips for the group. He was always ready to do this
provided it did not interfere with his occupation of fund-raising. I recall on one of these
trips we were looking for an old record of Hymenophyllum wilsonii near Pateley Bridge,
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Yorkshire. Richard spotted one likely place and decided to slide down the rock-face to get a
better look at the side of a small stream. There was no filmy fern there, but Richard found
that he could not get back up as the rock was almost perpendicular. I had to lie down with
my arm over the side and he climbed back up my arm as he would have climbed up a rope
in a gymnasium. Richard looked on such a thing as an everyday occurrence.
Apart from his work and his ferny hobby he did a lot of research on his family history,
much of which can he found on the internet. He also served on the board of several schools
as well as being very active in his local church.
We did not meet up very much in his last years, but kept in touch by phone. I will miss him
and I am sure that his presence at meetings will be missed by those who knew him and
shared with him the pleasures of those field excursions.
Thanks to: National Archives, Richards’s undertaker, and Mr and Mrs Oliver Unett, Richards’s
nephew and his wife.

Jack Bouckley

IN MEMORIAM
We were also sorry to learn of the death of the following (date joined BPS in brackets):
Dr Derek Hill of Reigate, Surrey (1989)

MEMBERSHIP LIST: ADDITIONS & AMENDMENTS
NEW MEMBERS
* new members 2009, ** new members 2010, # members rejoined 2009, ## members rejoined 2010
* Anderson, Mr K., 101 Prince Albert Road, Southsea, Hants. PO4 9HT. omagerjanway@gmail.com
* Anderson, Ms S., 6240 27th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115-7114, USA
## Atack, Mr P.B., 12 Lord Street, Morecambe, Lancs. LA4 5HZ
* Bancroft, Mr N., School of Horticulture, The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, TW9 3AB.

n.bancroft@kew.org
* Barton, Mr S., The Old Gatehouse, 2 Brocklehurst Avenue, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2RY.

shaun@shaunbarton.wanadoo.co.uk
## Bashford, Mr R., Woodchippings, Juniper Hill, Brackley, Northants. NN13 5RH
* Benham, Mr D.G. & B.F. King, 19 Priory Lane, Kents Bank, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria

LA11 7BH. david.g.benham@googlemail.com
* Bird, Ms N., Oakview Farm, 49 Elton Lane, Winterley, Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 4TN.

nicky.bird1@btopenworld.com
* Bishop, Mr D.G., 21 Brookburn Road, Manchester M21 8FF. davegbishop@aol.com
* Bizot, Mr A., 1 Rue de la Faye, Hannogen-Saint-Martin, 08160, France.

arnaud.bizot@wanadoo.fr
* Brennan, Ms D.A., 125 Moss Lane, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 6JG
* Broadbent, Mr D.A., 37 Maple Road, Manchester M23 9HN. dabroadbent@talk21.com
## Bryson, Mr D.J., 54 Ferndown, Northwood, Middlesex HA6 1PH. davidbryson@sky.com
** Buckley, Dr D., Quinnipiac University, Dept. of Biology, BC-SCI, 275 Mount Carmel Ave,

Hamden, CT 06518-1908, USA. don.buckley@quinnipiac.edu
** Bundy, Mrs M., 16038 46th Avenue S, Tukwila WA 98188, USA. thebundys5@comcast.net
* Burdwan Univ, c/o Alliance Books Suppliers (P) Ltd, B-602 East of Loni Road, PO Box

8901, Delhi 110093, India
* Callard, Mr C.J., 26 Colwood Gardens, London SW19 2DT. chris@vireya.net
# Calvimonte, Mr M., Katzbachstr 14, 10965 Berlin, Germany. m.calvi@gmx.de
* Campbell, Miss P.J., 32 Bradstock Close, Poole, Dorset BH12 4BT. paula_campbell@ntlworld.com
## Chiou, Dr W.-L., Div. of Forestry Biology, Taiwan Forestry Research Institute, 53 Nan-Hai Rd,
#
*
*
*

Taipei 10012, Taiwan, Rep. of China
Descloux, Ms J., 8456 SW 109th Pl, Ocala, Florida 34481-9742, USA. ajdx@embarqmail.com
Field, Dr K.J., 92 Broomgrove Road, Sheffield, South Yorks. S10 2NA. k.field@sheffield.ac.uk
Haddon, Mr P., 271 Bradgate Road, Anstey, Leicester LE7 7FX
Hall, Mr M.A., 63 Burnt Lane, Gorleston, Norfolk N31 0PG. mikehall0212@aol.co.uk
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# Helm, Mrs S.J., Limetree House, High Street, Bampton, Oxfordshire OX18 2JN.

sue@shelm.co.uk
* Hill, Mr A.R.C., 2 Paddock Close, The Old Village, Huntington, York, North Yorks. YO32 9GP.

alanhill.york@btinternet.com
# Hill, Dr M.J., 18 Alexander Road, Southampton SO15 5DG. mjhill2000@yahoo.co.uk
* Hooley, Mr M., 84 Castleway, Willington, Derby, Derbys. DE65 6BU.

mhooley.hoolmarkprt@btinternet.com
* Hooper, Dr E.A., Science Division - Biology, Truman State University, 100 E Normal Ave,

Kirksville, Missouri 4200, USA
* Huibers, Mr R.P., Dwarspad, 15 Broek Op Langedyk, 1721 BP, Netherlands. r.a.huibers@scarlet.nl
** Hunt, Mr P.B., 90 St Peters Park, Northop, Mold, Flintshire CH7 6YU. philipbhunt@hotmail.co.uk
* Johnstone, Mr I., 3 Stad Berllan, Llangaffo, Anglesey LL60 6NJ, Wales. ian-tracey3@tiscali.co.uk
* Kastelyn, Mr S., York Museums and Gallery Trust, St Mary’s Lodge, Marygate, York, North

Yorks. YO30 7DR. sjaak.kastelyn@ymt.org.uk
* Kelley, Mr J.S., 105 33rd Ave E, Seattle, WA 98112-4908, USA. jsk70@mac.com
** King, Mrs P.J., 5 Brookfield, Bideford, Devon EX39 3DP. penelafruit@yahoo.co.uk
* Kleber-Diggs, Ms K., 15 W Kellogg Blvd, St Paul, MN 55102-1635, USA.

karen.kleber.diggs@ci.stpaul.mn.us
** Kratz, Mr K.A., PO Box 41140, Dallas, TX 75241-7360, USA. kkratz@casaflora.com
* Lang, Mrs M., 25 Kennedy Street, Glen Waverley, Victoria 3150, Australia.

mirini@ghostgum.com.au
* Lee, Ms S., 2 Park Road West, Chester, Cheshire CH4 8BG. sarahblee@sky.com
* Limm, Ms E.N., 123 1/2 Woods Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95062, USA
** Link-Perez, Dr M.A., SUNY College at Oneonta, Department of Biology, 218 Science

Building 1, Oneonta NY 13820, USA. linkpema@oneonta.edu
* Markula, Mrs E.-M., Terhitie 2, Vantaa, 01350, Finland. home.markula@kolumbus.fi
* Marsh, Mr H., Two Gate, Carr Mill Road, St Helens WA11 7NE
# McGraw, Ms D.M., 8207 Colonial Oaks Ln, Spring, TX 77379-3908, USA.

donnamcg@swbell.net
* Mees, Mr S.M., Hay Fell, Houseman Tenement Farm, Burneside, Kendal, Cumbria LA8 9AG.

steve3mees@tiscali.co.uk
* Mitchell, Mr A.M., Lodge 29, Loch Eck Country Cottages, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8SG,

Scotland. lexmitchell@fsmail.net
** Moss, Mr J.M., 119 Chapel Lands, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 1ER
** Mulraney, Mrs L.S., Ravelstone, Rectory Lane, Llanferres, Mold, Denbigshire CH7 5SR, Wales
* Murphy, Mrs P.A., Dawstone, Lickbarrow Road, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 2NQ.

pat.murphy3@btinternet.com
* Nolan, Mr R.P., 1131 12th St, Lafayette, OR 97127-9656, USA
* Ong, Ms A., 3 Rutland Road, Ellesmere Park, Manchester M30 9FA. angeliaong@yahoo.com
** Parques de Sintra Monte da Lua S.A. (attn. Mr T. Stretton), Parque de Monserrate, Estrada de

Monserrate, 2710-405 Sintra, Portugal. op245541fh@parquesdesintra.pt
* Peet, Ms S., 5 St James Close, Chesterfield, Derbys. S41 0SR. sakia8086hotmail.com
# Peterson, Mr T.S., 63 Landor Road, Leamington Spa, Whitnash, Warwicks. CV31 2JY.

tanyaterry@petersonhouse.freeserve.co.uk
** Piccirillo, Ms S., 5341 Woodbury Woods Pl., Fairfax, VA 22032-3729 USA
* Powell, Mr I.R., 3 Cromer Road, Aylsham, Norfolk NR11 6HE
** Pryer, Dr K., Department of Biology, Duke University, Box 90338, Durham, NC 27708-0338, USA.

pryer@duke.edu
* Rayner, Mr T., Chequer Trees House, Whitehouse Lane, Waldron, Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 0NG
# Rich, Dr N., Collin College, Biology Department, 2800 E Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano,
#
*
*
*
*
*
*
#
#
*
*
*
*

TX 75074-3300, USA
Rose, Mr & Mrs M., Kilravock, Durrus, Cork, Ireland. kilravock1@eircom.net
Sarker, Mr F., 1 The Mill Race, Croft-on-Tees, Darlington, Durham DL2 2TN
Satterthwaite, Miss D., Bryn Crwys, Llanarthne, Caerfyrddin, Carmarthenshire SA32 8HR, Wales
Schrijver, Mr P., Burgemeester Meslaan 33, Tiel, 4002 AB, Netherlands. P.C.H.Schryver@uu.nl
Simmons, Mr V.L., 29 Harrington Road, Loddington, Kettering, Northants. NN14 1JZ.
vince.simmons@btinternet.com
Simpson, Mr K.D., 3 Glenstall Close, Belmont, Hereford HR2 7YE
Sliter, Mr T.J., 210 S Montclair Ave, Dallas, TX 75208-5803, USA. tjsliter@yahoo.com
Stevens, Mr R., Glan Llyn, Llanberis, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 4EL, Wales.
bob.stevens@btinternet.com
Sydow, Ms M., 4381 Aldrich Pl., Columbus, OH 43214-2548, USA. marilynjs8124@sbcglobal.net
Tanaka, Mr S., 1A Linden Walk, London N19 5XA. zyltz_tom76@ybb.ne.jp
Tchaban, Mr T., 21 Rue Damvauthier, 25160 Saint Point Lac, France
Total IT Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Attn Mr Ravi Singh, 412-C, Suneja Tower -I, District Centre,
Janak-Puri, New Delhi 110058, India. puborders@totalit.co.in
Trotman, Mr N.P., 38 Oldbury Road, Hartshill, Nuneaton, Warwicks. CV10 0TD. npt1@live.co.uk
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* Tuck, Mr D., 45 Fairfield Avenue, Kirkella, Hull, East Yorks. HU10 7UG.

ptuck40@hotmail.com
* Tuomisto, Dr H., Dept. of Biology, University of Turku, Turku, Finland
* van Gastel, Mr M.P., Duinmeiery 110, Leidschendam, 2264 LE, Netherlands.

m.vangastel@casema.nl
* Vijayadas, Mr D., Estates Supervisor Deputy, Electro Saudi Services Ltd, Salwa Garden

Village, PB-7210, Riyadh -11462, Saudi Arabia. vijayadasd@yahoo.in
* Vincent, Dr C.A., 33 Lingwell Avenue, Middleton, Leeds, West Yorks. LS10 3SY.

c.vincent@lcm.ac.uk
* Wallace, Mrs A.H., 10 Malvina Place, Perth, Perths. PH1 5DY, Scotland. pelipot@blueyonder.co.uk
* Watson, Dr J., Dept of Earth Sciences, Williamson Building, University of Manchester,

Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL
* Weickmann, Dr D., c/o Elisabeth Sand, Rothenburger Street 50, 91522 Ansbach, Germany.

dirk77weickmann1@web.de
## Wilkins, Mr M.F., Arduaine Garden, Arduaine, Oban, Argyll PA34 4XQ.

maurice@arduaine.plus.com
* Willcox, Mr J., 3 Birch Polygon, Rusholme, Manchester M14 5HX. jonwillcox61@hotmail.com
* Williams, Mr C.E., 18 Vale Close, Strawberry Vale, Twickenham TW1 4SF. craig.williams@kew.org
* Wills, Mr H.J., Fernwood, Peters Marland, Turrington, Devon EX38 8QG. hw@fernwood-

nursery.co.uk
* Wilson, Mr J., 1 Bentley Wood Cottages, West Tytherley, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 1QB.

john@bentleyplants.co.uk
* Worsley, Mr I., 8 Lowside Avenue, Woodley, Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1JU.

i.worsley2@ntlworld.com
* Yatskievych, Dr G., Missouri Botanical Garden, PO Box 299, St Louis, Missouri 63166-0299 USA
* Young, Mr C.J., 31 Tongdean Avenue, Hove, East Sussex BN3 6TL. cj.young31@btopenworld.com

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Ball, Mr P.G., 5 Fleetwood Crescent, Banks, Southport, Lancs. PR9 8HF
Beharrell, Miss N.K. - now Mrs N.K. Kelting (see below)
Bennellick, Mrs L.K., 3 The Mucky Duck, Lydford, Okehampton, Devon EX20 4BL
Bille, Mr J., Mejloevaenget 33, 8381 Tilst, Denmark
Godfrey, Mr T., Doirenach, 3 Point of Sleat, Ardvasar, Isle of Skye IV45 8RW, Scotland
Hides, Mr N.K., 6 Pinfold Close, Lound, Retford, Notts. DN22 8SJ
Kelting, Mrs N.K., Clematis Cottage, Yew Tree Farm, Middlewich Road, Lower Peover,
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 9QD
National Parks & Wildlife Service, Dept Env Heritage & Local Gov, 7 Ely Place, Dublin 2, Ireland
Nicholson, Ms C.D., 8 Moray Place, Strathbungo, Glasgow G41 2AQ
Prendergast, Mr A.R., 66 West End Street, Norwich, Norfolk NR2 4DP
Pryor, Dr K.V. – now Dr K.V. Freeman
Searle, Mr M.G., Croft House, 46 East Street, Selsey, West Sussex PO20 0BL
Stocks, Mrs K.C., PO Box 1531, Batemans Bay, NSW 2536, Australia
Strang, Mr F.A., Cornham, Weston Barns, Bredwardine, Herefordshire HR3 6DD
The Office of Public Works - now National Parks & Wildlife Service (see above)
Wardani, Mrs W., University of Reading, Sibly Hall, Flat SHC/3, Redhatch Drive, Earley,
Reading, Berkshire RG6 5QW
Watkins Jr, Mr J.E., Department of Biology, Colgate University, Hamilton, NY 13346-1338, USA

CHANGES OF E-MAIL ADDRESS
Bennellick, Mrs L.K. lbennellick@tiscali.co.uk
Bille, Mr J. - post@janbille.dk
Blake, Dr P. & Mr N. Lodge nicklodge@btinternet.com)
Burnett, Mr N. - naud@casaflora.com
Campion, Mr P.J. - peter@petercampion.com
Dyer, Dr A.F. - afdyer499@googlemail.com
Fidler, Dr N.Y. - nicki1@hotkey.net.au
Godfrey, Mr T. timothy.godfrey919@btinternet.net
Haigh, Mrs F. - franceshaigh@phonecoop.coop
Huge, Mr M. - huge@mail.dk
Ingram, Mr T.J. - coptonash@yahoo.co.uk
Jagoe, Mr. J.A. - andrew.jagoe@virgin.net
Kelting, Mrs N.K. - nicola_beharrell@hotmail.com

Lehnert, Dr M. - mlehnehr1@uni-goettingen.de
Lloyd, Mr D.M. - darren@ferntastic.com
Martin, Mr S. - sungarth@aol.com
Merryweather, Dr J.W. james@merryweathers.org.uk
Peeters, Mr H. - henri.peeters@skynet.be
Peterson, Mr T.S. - tanyaterry@
petersonhouse.freeserve.co.uk
Ranker, Dr T. - ranker@hawaii.edu
Stocks, Mrs K.C. - snortiblog@hotmail.com
Urquhart, Mr A.D. & Mrs M. alistairurquhart@ntlworld.com
Veismanis, Mr A. - agris.veismanis@gmail.lv
Wardani, Mrs W. - wita_wardani@yahoo.com
Watkins Jr, Mr J.E. - jwatkins@mail.colgate.edu
Wolsing-List, Ms L. - lwl@fuse.net
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FERN RECORDS

Mike Porter

It has been requested that the BPS again publish new fern distribution records. Following
publication of Atlas of Ferns of the British Isles in 1978, Matt Busby and Tony Worland
published additions and amendments on a 10km square basis in the Bulletin until 1981 and in
The Fern Gazette 1983-1987. Distribution maps on the BSBI website (see link from BPS website)
are updated weekly. Only those records sent to the Plant Records Editor are published here.
Twice a year, usually in February and August, the BSBI publishes in its journal Watsonia a
list of species new to any of the vice-counties of the British Isles. Additionally, those
species that have recently been recorded for the first time since 1970 are also published.
With the permission of the BSBI, we have selected from these lists the species of particular
interest to members of the BPS and these are set out below. These records are drawn from
the journals published in 2008 and 2009. It is hoped to publish further records of this kind
in the future.
Each entry contains the Latin name of the species as given in Watsonia (in bold), the
number (in bold) and name of the vice-county, the habitat, the location, a grid reference, the
name of the recorder, the year the record was made, (where appropriate) the name of the
expert who determined or confirmed the record, (where appropriate) the name of the
herbarium where the specimen is lodged (in bold) and (sometimes) a comment giving more
information about the plant, its status or its discovery.
NB An asterisk * before the vice-county number indicates a new record for that vice-county.
Azolla filiculoides *100 (Arran), Clyde Is.: pond at Merkland, NS020383, A.R. Church
1993. Did not persist.
Ceterach officinarum
*67, S. Northumb.: on urban wall, North Shields, NZ348686,
G. & A. Young 2006.
91, Kincardines.: south-facing dike, Stonehaven, NO862851,
D. Welch 2006. 1st record since 1970 at the location previously recorded.
Cyrtomium falcatum
*63, S.W. Yorks.: wall near R. Don, Sheffield, SK372885,
J. Westfold, Sheffield City Ecology Unit 2007.
Diphasiastrum complanatum *81, Berwicks.: Dirrington Little Law, Cattleshiel moor,
NT6853, J. Hardy 1892, det. E.S. Marshall, Hist. Berw. Nat. Club XIV p.17. Found first by
Mrs Dodds of Bowden, formerly Miss Sibbald, collected for James Hardy by John
Buckham, shepherd to Mr Craw, Rawburn, sent to W.B. Boyd who sent it on to Rev.
E.S. Marshall; his reply determines it as ‘Lycopodium alpinum var. decipiens, the
L. complanatum of British authors’.
Dryopteris ×complexa (D. filix-mas × D. affinis)
*64, Mid-W. Yorks.: woodland on
hillside, Otley Chevin, SE213444, B. Brown 2007, det. K. Trewren. 81, Berwicks.: dean,
Nabdean Burn, NT931522, M.E. Braithwaite 2008. Fronds 160cm, winter-green.
Dryopteris ×complexa nothosubsp. complexa (D. filix-mas × D. affinis subsp. affinis)
*46, Cards.: shaded roadside bank, 200m NW of Caer-Cadwgan, Cellan, SN614480,
K. Trewren, S.J. Thomas & A.O. Chater 2005. 1st Welsh record of nothosubspecies.
Dryopteris ×deweveri (D. carthusiana × D. dilatata) 49, Caerns.: wet heathy field, Mynydd
Cennin, Bryncir, SH4444, W. McCarthy 2006, conf. S.J. Thomas. 1st record since 1970.
Dryopteris affinis subsp. paleaceolobata *110, Outer Hebrides: road bank next to Loch
Sgailler, NB0835, P.A. Smith & J.W. McIntosh 2008, det. K. Trewren, RBG, Edinburgh (E).
Dryopteris affinis subsp. affinis
SK2994, Yorks. Fern Group 2004.

*63, S.W. Yorks.: Glen Howe Woods, Stocksbridge,

Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri
SK2994, Yorks. Fern Group 2004.

*63, S.W. Yorks.: Glen Howe Woods, Stocksbridge,
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Dryopteris affinis subsp. cambrensis
SK2491, Yorks. Fern Group 2007.

*63, S.W. Yorks.: Bradfield Dale, Stocksbridge,

Equisetum ×bowmanii (E. sylvaticum × E. telmateia)
*106, East Ross: marshy
meadow near dense swamp woodland, south side of Loch Ussie, NH55, D.J. Tennant 2006,
det. C.N. Page, RBG, Edinburgh (E).
Equisetum ×dycei (E. fluviatile × E. palustre) *17, Surrey, on metal enriched substrate
by a small stream draining a boggy area, Pirbright Ranges, SU928579, F.J. Rumsey 2008.
*100 (Arran), Clyde Is.: shoreline south of King’s Cave, NR8830, C.N. Page 1988. 1st record
for Arran and for v.c.100. 100 (Bute), Clyde Is.: raised beach flush, White Port, NS109543,
A.C. Hannah 2007. 1st record for Bute.
110, Outer Hebrides: roadside ditch, Seilebost,
NG065968, R.J. Pankhurst 1996, det. H. McHaffie, RBG, Edinburgh (E). 1st record since 1970.
Equisetum ×rothmaleri (E. arvense × E. palustre) *10, Wight: on slumped coastal cliffs,
Brambles Chine, Colwell, SZ3388, P.D. Stanley 2007, det. P.J. Acock, herb. P.D. Stanley.
*49, Caerns.: edge of cycle track, Pant Glas, SH4647, S.J. Thomas 2006, conf. C.N. Page.
Gymnocarpium dryopteris

*17, Surrey: TQ05, R. Skipper 2007.

Huperzia selago subsp. arctica
*110, Outer Hebrides: moorland, Grianan, Barra,
NF694016, R.J. Pankhurst 2007, det. F.J. Rumsey, RBG, Edinburgh (E).
Matteuccia struthiopteris *62, N.E. Yorks.: several plants of varying age in damp woodland,
originally Victorian planting, by Hodge Beck, Cockayne, Bransdale, SE622985, V. Jones 2003.
*91, Kincardines.: streamside, Durris House, NO7996, J.S. Murray 1962, Aberdeen (ABD).
Ophioglossum azoricum *93, N. Aberdeen: dune slack, Sands of Forvie NNR, NK012260,
D. Welch 2007. Possibly previous records of O. vulgatum belong to O. azoricum which
formerly was a subsp. of vulgatum.
Osmunda regalis *31, Hunts.: wet ditch, Holme Fen NNR, TL1989, D.A. Broughton 2007,
conf. T.C.E. Wells. Origin unknown but not planted; colonisation from native source no
less likely than non-native source.
Pilularia globulifera 8, S. Wilts.: pool, Plaitford, SU274173, R. Veall 2005. 1st record since
1892. Had been presumed extinct. 10, Wight: recently cleared pool, Bouldnor Copse, SZ380902,
G.N. Toone 2002, det. A.C. Jermy, herb. G.N. Toone. Last recorded 1923, from this area.
Polystichum ×bicknellii (P. setiferum × P. aculeatum)
pavement, Malham Cove, SD897641, B. Brown 2007.

*64, Mid-W. Yorks.: limestone

Polystichum munitum *58, Cheshire: dumped soil heap, Marple, SJ945886, P. Owen
2007, det. F.J. Rumsey, Natural History Museum, London (BM).
Polystichum setiferum
31, Hunts.: ancient woodland, Waresley Wood, TL263546,
T. Balbi 2000. 1st record since 1846.
Pteris cretica
17, Surrey: a large plant on the north-west wall of the railway viaduct,
south of Waterloo, Lambeth, TQ309790, N.H. Bertrand 2007.
Pteris multifida
*17, Surrey: several plants on the wall of South Dock, Rotherhithe,
TQ365790, N.H. Bertrand 2008. *29, Cambs.: one good-sized plant under grating on the
Trinity Street side of Michaelhouse church, Cambridge, TL448585, P.H. Oswald 2006,
conf. F.J. Rumsey, Cambridge (CGE).
Selaginella kraussiana *35, Mons.: 10 × 2 m on barish patches in grass, below N wall of
church, Llangybi, ST373967, S.D.S. Bosanquet 2006.
*38, Warks.: one metre square
patches in rock gardens and palm house, Birmingham City Botanic Garden, SP0485,
J.W. Partridge 2007, conf. M.W. Poulton, Warwickshire Museum (WARMS). Well
naturalised. Birmingham & Black Country County Flora Project. *100 (Great Cumbrae),
Clyde Is.: lawn behind former Garrison House, Millport Garrison, NS164551, BSBI 2007.
Doubtless a long established escape.
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME 2010
Meetings Secretary:
R.J. Cooke
Meetings Subcommittee: P.J. Acock, R. Golding, N.J. Hards, J.M. Ide, P.H. Ripley, M.H. Rickard
Tues. 2 - Sat. 6 Feb.

Overseas Field Meeting – Nice, France
Leader:
Sebastien Sant
Sat. 10 April
AGM & Spring Indoor Meeting – Natural History Museum, London
Leader:
Pat Acock
Wed. 16 - Sun. 20 June *BBC Gardeners’ World Live – NEC, Birmingham: BPS Stand
Contact:
Bryan & Gill Smith
Sat. 10 - Sat. 17 July
Week Field & Garden Meeting – SW Ireland
Leader:
Jim Dennison
Sat. 24 - Mon. 26 July
Weekend Meeting – Scotland: Argyll gardens
Leader:
Frank McGavigan
Fri. 13 - Sun. 15 Aug.
Weekend Field Meeting – West Wales: North Ceredigion
Leader:
Anthony Pigott
Thurs. 19 - Sun. 22 Aug. *Southport Flower Show: BPS Stand
Further Info.: Michael Hayward
Sat. 4 - Mon. 6 Sept.
Weekend Meeting – South Yorkshire gardens
Leader:
Paul Ruston
Fri. 24 - Sun. 26 Sept.
Weekend Field Meeting – Northern Lake District
Leaders:
Mike Porter & Peter Campion
Sat. 6 Nov.
Provisional! Autumn Indoor Meeting – Cambridge
Leader:
Sylvia Martinelli
* Event supported by, but not organised by, the BPS.
For further details of these and other meetings of interest to members, including information
on accommodation, please see the separate Meetings Programme sheet. This can be sent to
overseas members on request and is also available on the BPS website.

REGIONAL MEETINGS
Please note: Regional group meetings are open to all members, so if you are travelling
through or holidaying in one of the following areas you would be very welcome to join in.
For details of meetings please see the BPS website or contact the regional organisers by
e-mail, or by post enclosing a stamped addressed envelope.
Yorkshire

Bruce Brown, 4 Bank Parade, Otley, West Yorks. LS21 3DY
Yorkshire@eBPS.org.uk
South-East England Paul Ripley, 2 Station Villas, Station Road, Appledore, Ashford, Kent
TN26 2DF; SouthEast@eBPS.org.uk
East Anglia
Tim Pyner, 182 Southchurch Boulevard, Southend-on-Sea, Essex
SS2 4UX; EastAnglia@eBPS.org.uk
North-West England Peter Campion, Lake View, Castle Hill, Bassenthwaite, Keswick,
Cumbria CA12 4RG; NorthWest@eBPS.org.uk
Cornwall
Matt Stribley, 8 St George’s Road, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3JE
Cornwall@eBPS.org.uk
Scotland
Frank McGavigan, 12 Glenbank Avenue, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 5AA
Scotland@eBPS.org.uk
S. Wales & Borders Brian Dockerill, 19 Westfield Road, Glyncoch, Pontypridd, Mid-Glam.,
CF37 3AG; SouthWalesBorders@eBPS.org.uk
Manchester & N. Midlands Yvonne Golding, 7 Grange Road, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6NH;
ManchesterNorthMidlands@eBPS.org.uk
DISCLAIMER: Views expressed by contributors to The British Pteridological
Society Bulletin are not necessarily those of the British Pteridological Society.
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