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REGIONAL MEETINGS 

YORKSHIRE FERN GROUP 

Clapham & Trow Gill, near Ingleton, North Yorkshire – 25 November 2006  
  Alison Evans 
Our November Polypodium meetings 
are not usually noted for good 
weather, but this year we were lucky 
and had a mild, dry day despite 
forecasts of gales and heavy rain. Five 
of us met in Clapham (car park 
34/745692) and started by the river in 
the village, finding Polypodium 
interjectum on garden walls, and 
growing luxuriantly on the river bank 
with Asplenium scolopendrium, 
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 
and Dryopteris filix-mas. Bruce took a 
frond of a possible Polypodium hybrid 
from the river bank – a plant with very 
broad fronds, toothed pinnae and 
abnormal looking sori, but that also 
turned out to be P. interjectum. We walked up to the church and found P. vulgare on the garden 
wall opposite, then P. interjectum again on the wall just through the gate to the Clapham estate. 

On the path by the lake, Ken showed us Dryopteris affinis subsp. paleaceolobata 
(34/749697), very glossy with twisted pinnules. D. dilatata was still green but most of the 
Athyrium filix-femina was brown and dying back, as was the bracken. There were some 
handsome specimens of Polystichum aculeatum and Asplenium scolopendrium. We were 
able to compare D. borreri with the ‘robusta’ form (34/749698) as the two plants were 
growing side by side – the robusta being a very large plant with broad, overlapping pinnae. 
We also saw D. affinis and D. borreri growing together – the D. borreri looking paler than 
the darker, glossier D. affinis. We found Blechnum spicant by the path, and Cystopteris 
fragilis and Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens on the stone arch ‘folly’. There 
was an unreachable Polypodium on the top of the arch – probably P. vulgare. A little 
further on there were some nice clumps of Asplenium ruta-muraria growing on the rocks. 

Once through the gate beyond Ingleborough cave entrance, we spent some time on the steep 
bank to the right (34/754711) looking for Selaginella but did not find any. The hillside was 
full of little waterfalls, very picturesque but very soggy underfoot. Once in Trow Gill we 
used the long snippers to sample a colony of polypodiums, which turned out to be 
P. vulgare. Further up the gorge we found colonies of P. cambricum on the left. At the top 
of the narrow part of the gorge we climbed up the bank to the rock-face and found 
Asplenium viride, in places growing in amongst A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. We 
also found Cystopteris fragilis again, and Polypodium vulgare and P. cambricum.  

Time for lunch – sitting on the grass in the sunshine, then back into the gorge to try out 
Bruce’s extra, extra long snippers on what turned out to be more P. cambricum. However, very 
interestingly, one of these fronds was later confirmed microscopically to be the hybrid P. × 
font-queri. We had a brisk walk back down to the village, where we found an extensive colony 
of Asplenium ceterach on a garden wall (34/744693). We considered going on to another site, 
but the weather was changing and the light fading, so we decided to return another day. 

 
photo:  A.J. Evans 

Clapham, near Ingleton, North Yorkshire 
Barry Wright, Frances Haigh, Ken Trewren, Bruce Brown 



 473

Sinnington, near Pickering, North York Moors – 27 January 2007 Ken Trewren 
The main purpose of this outing was to visit the recently discovered Polypodium 
sinningtonense in the North York Moors. It was discovered quite by accident, when Ken 
Trewren was asked by BPS member Vincent Jones to check a frond that he believed to be 
P. × mantoniae. The frond did indeed look like that hybrid, but examination of the sporangia 
under a microscope revealed the presence of paraphyses, and the numbers of indurated and 
basal cells were consistent with P. cambricum, so at the time of the outing it was thought 
that it must be that species, despite the atypical frond morphology. Although some abortive 
spores were present, the vast majority were good, so it was considered that the plant was not 
likely to be a hybrid. Only later, when a chromosome count revealed that the plants are 
hexaploid (P. cambricum is diploid), was it realised that it must be a new species. 

Five hardy souls met on a 
bright, sunny winter’s day in 
the pretty village of Sinnington 
(44/7485). As we were leaving 
the village a few plants of 
Asplenium scolopendrium were 
seen growing in a limestone 
wall. After a walk of about half 
a mile northwards along the 
river bank, we picked our way 
carefully down the very steep 
bank to where a colony of 
P. sinningtonense was growing 
on a mound just above the 
water level. The fronds of this 
particular colony looked more 
like P. interjectum, being oval 
in outline, relatively narrow 
and fairly leathery in texture, 
and were somewhat different 
from the other colonies. 

After much discussion on the strange morphology, we proceeded upstream, at times  
forcing our way through brambles and wild roses, but finding about 20 colonies of 
P. sinningtonense along a stretch of 80 metres, nearly all growing on outcrops of limestone. 
Most of them looked rather like P. × shivasiae, having a frond outline that was widest at or 
just above the base, a fairly leathery texture, and many were of an impressive size, 
suggesting hybrid vigour. Over the next 300 metres of river bank there were about 20 
colonies of P. vulgare growing on tree trunks and rocky outcrops, and, towards the western 
end of the site, three colonies of P. interjectum. 

Apart from the polypodies, the other taxon that was of significant interest was Polystichum × 
bicknellii, of which there were two plants, along with a few plants of P. setiferum and numerous 
P. aculeatum. A large boulder was home to a few plants of Asplenium trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens, and other common ferns noted were Pteridium aquilinum, Dryopteris filix-mas, 
D. dilatata, D. affinis, D. borreri, and more A. scolopendrium growing on the limestone rocks. 

The day had been hard going through rough vegetation, but the final test was a very steep 
scramble up a section of river bank where there was a gap through the cliffs, a struggle that 
was rewarded by finding a single plant of Blechnum spicant, presumably growing where an 
accumulation of organic matter had created a small pocket of acidity in an otherwise base-
rich environment.  

 
photo:  K. Trewren 

John Wilson, Alison and Chris Evans and Bruce Brown 
examining one of the colonies of Polypodium 

sinningtonense near Sinnington, North Yorkshire 
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Ken is in the process of writing a paper on the new species, which should appear in a future 
edition of the Fern Gazette. 

Ingleton, North Yorkshire – 3 March Bruce Brown 
This meeting was exploratory in nature but proved to be successful pteridologically, as well 
as being scenically enjoyable with some spectacular limestone gorges and caves to wander 
through and admire. Ken Trewren had previously eyed up some possibilities in the Ingleton 
area, then Alison Evans and I made some reconnaissances. After our first date was 
cancelled due to snow we finally got together at Ingleton with our first venue being the 
limestone gorge at Easegill Force above Jenkin Bridge (34/709728). Permission was gained 
at the farm, this not being access land. Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and 
A. ruta-muraria were seen on the roadside walls and further up the beck side along with old 
fronds of Dryopteris filix-mas and D. dilatata. As we reached the gorge itself high 
limestone crags and a spectacular waterfall pouring through a natural arch got our cameras 
clicking. Polypodies were prolific – Polypodium vulgare along the wall top at the bottom of 
the gorge, followed by P. interjectum on the rock outcrops higher up. Then jubilantly we 
discovered a good colony of P. cambricum on the highest crag overlooking the fall pool. 
Polystichum aculeatum and Asplenium scolopendrium also abounded. A few polypodies 
above the fall were checked for hybrids but none were found.  

We drove up the B6255 to Chapel-le-Dale, calling at a parking area en route (34/718751) 
to clock more Polypodium interjectum. After lunch by the little church of St Leonard’s 
we walked up to Weathercote House to seek permission to botanise, signing the visitors’ 
book to receive a key to access Weathercote Cave (34/739775). The gate in the wall led 
us into a veritable paradise of awesome proportions, clothed with trees, ferns, mosses and 
Saxifraga spathularis hybrid. There was a hundred-foot drop down into a huge cave into 
which a large waterfall was pounding noisily. Some steep slippery steps enabled us to 
scramble down into the dimly lit bottom of the cave filled with a continual misty rain. 
Here no ferns grew, only mosses covering all the rock surfaces. What a place for filmies 
we thought, had it not been limestone. High up near the rim and above the waterfall was 
the favoured polypody location with luxuriant fronds hanging down from the rocks and 
epiphytically from the tree trunks. Totally unreachable, but through binoculars it was 
thought to be P. interjectum. On our climb back up, a solitary Polystichum setiferum was 
noted amongst the many P. aculeatum. One or two hybrid possibilities were considered 
but not confirmed. 

We continued downstream to Jingle Pot (34/738774) passing more Polypodium vulgare and 
Asplenium viride on the way, and eventually reached Hurtle Pot (34/737772). Both pots 
were deep vertical chasms well festooned with polypodies around their rims. P. interjectum 
was prominent with P. vulgare also present. No hybrids were discovered. Another solitary 
Polystichum setiferum was found at Hurtle Pot. 

Our final call was at Gargrave on the way home to view the healthy Asplenium ceterach 
colony on the canal bridge (34/931544) and Ken fished out a couple of dead fronds of 
Cystopteris fragilis from the lock wall. A. ceterach also grows on the main A65 roadside 
overhanging the river bank and has fortunately managed to survive the recent road 
improvements. Our local member Martin Harrison kindly invited us in for a welcome cup of 
tea before we finally left for home. 

Moonwort surveys, North York Moors & Teesdale – 12 & 19 May  Barry Wright 
This year we decided to revisit one of the more productive roads in the North York Moors National 
Park (NYMNP) as well as moving further north than previously, into Teesdale, to look for new 
locations. It was to prove interesting, to the point of being puzzling, to go back to the ‘old stamping 
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grounds’ and see if there were still colonies of moonwort (Botrychium lunaria) in the same 
locations, or if we found new colonies or even complete absence from former locations. 

The chosen section of road in the NYMNP on the 12th May was the section from Lealholm 
towards Rosedale between approximately 45/74697-05672 and 45/74582-00077. We were 
able to complete this entire section in one day using our band of now very expert 
moonworters (sounds better than moonies!) who are also equally skilled as ‘adder’s 
tonguers’. The results showed that there were some areas where the colonies had clearly 
persisted and records were made of the same species (moonwort or adder’s tongue 
(Ophioglossum vulgatum)) in approximately the same locations as in previous years. But 
there were puzzling instances where extensive new colonies were found and also where 
former good colonies were not re-found. This could just be a function of timing in that we 
may have been slightly earlier or slightly later in different years and have either just caught, 
or just missed the emergence. Or we may have been too late and the sheep got there first. It 
is the new records that are most intriguing. If we can assume that former records that did 
not appear in 2007 are still there, but were just ‘hiding’ from us, then the new records for 
2007 could suggest that if we keep doing repeat surveys we may gradually increase the 
number of records and locations each year. We may find that the entire road verge is 
effectively one massive colony that only varies in the number and location of spikes that 
appear each year. This is worth investigating. It was also a feature of 2007 that there were 
generally more records of adder’s tongue than previously. It remains intriguing that we 
never record close intermixing of both species. Colonies may seem close, but not an 
intermixing of spikes in a given patch. Too many questions and not enough answers! 

Alison Evans re-found the colony of adder’s tongue that Alastair Wardlaw recorded as 500+ 
spikes in 2004. I could have been cruel and kept quiet while she unknowingly and laboriously 
began counting every individual spike 1, 2, 3, 4, … 22, 23, 24, … 50, 51, 52. But I gave in and 
stopped her, or we would have been late for lunch, so we estimated 530 and moved on. 

The other area we ventured into was Teesdale (Durham) on the 19th May. Colonies are well 
known from parts of the National Nature Reserve, but we wanted to see if there was a 
similar association with roadside verges. We looked at a number of sections from Langdon 
Beck to Cow Green Reservoir. These were from 35/84660-30955 to 35/81150-30815 and 
the metalled road from Cauldron Snout to the Cow Green Reservoir car park from 
35/81730-29825 to 35/81195-30855. The latter section started at the well known colonies at 
the weather station.  

The first section was not promising as the northern parts were too acidic and generally not 
suitable. However, we did get the only records of adder’s tongue here at 35/83745-31044 (30 
spikes) and 35/83781-31048 (one spike). These were high altitude records at over 400 metres. 
After crossing the cattle grid the grassland became more typical and odd records were made 
all the way to the car park next to the reservoir. The section from the weather station to the 
car park was also well supplied with records, although these were all of moonwort. 

Horton Bank Country Park & Dowley Gap, Bradford, West Yorkshire – 9 June  
  Brian Byrne  
On a sunny day seven members assembled in the car park of Horton Bank Country Park 
(44/127309), which was a mid-Victorian reservoir 160 metres above and only four kilometres 
from the centre of Bradford. After the disastrous failure of a similar aged Italian earth dam, the 
reservoir was effectively emptied, and the site opened as a small country park ten years ago. 
Ferns were abundant on the stone-clad sloping sides of the old reservoir, mostly male fern 
(Dryopteris filix-mas), broad buckler fern (D. dilatata) and lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina), but 
thinly scattered among these were scaly male ferns (Dryopteris affinis agg.). Unfortunately, our 
visit was far too early for identification within the scaly male fern aggregate, except to note that 
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two taxa were present. A notable find near the bottom of one slope was a small, sickly-looking 
soft shield-fern (Polystichum setiferum) (44/1263 3099). In the wet area at the bottom of a more 
wooded slope to the west (44/125309) was a mixed colony of horsetails. Water horsetail 
(Equisetum fluviatile) was plentiful and extended up the wet slope under the trees, but the 
dominant plant was the hybrid shore horsetail (E. × litorale). Common horsetail (E. arvense) 
grew alongside the path through the wet area at the top of the slope, above the main colony.  

Our pub lunch was had alongside the Leeds/Liverpool canal at Dowley Gap (44/118384) 
near the world heritage site of Saltaire. Suitably sated, we set off and immediately found 
common maidenhair spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens), a colony of 
over 70 plants on the wall adjoining the humpback bridge opposite the pub. The double rise 
lock at Dowley Gap (44/120383) was surprisingly rich in fern species. Where the canal 
narrows at the top, a single small specimen of brittle bladder fern (Cystopteris fragilis), a 
very rare fern in West Yorkshire, was growing only a few inches above the water. Just 
inside the lock were a few plants of maidenhair spleenwort, but most ferns grew on the 
north wall, facing south in full sun. We crossed over to get a closer look and saw male fern, 
lady fern, hart’s-tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium), and wall rue (A. ruta-muraria). In 
2001 a friend spotted a single small rustyback fern (A. ceterach) here, another rare plant for 
this area; four sporelings were seen in 2003, and we now counted nine to 11 plants within a 
few feet of each other, plus an outlier 15 yards away on the lower of the two rises.  

Moving on, we found wall rue, male fern, lady fern and notably a single plant of black 
spleenwort (A. adiantum-nigrum) (44/122382), all growing above the water at the edge of 
the towpath on ‘7-Arches’, the aqueduct carrying the canal over the river Aire. From here we 
took the riverside footpath and stopped above the recently reported site of a hard shield-fern, but 
considering the potential danger of venturing down, the bank erosion, and the likelihood that the 
plant had been washed away, we walked on. The woodland here is a very narrow elongated strip 
on mostly sloping ground, but where the woodland floor flattens out it can get very wet. Broad 
buckler fern was predominant, but both male and lady ferns were present, and alongside the 
footpath near the end of the woodland there was a colony of common horsetail. The fern on a 
log that we thought might be Dryopteris × deweveri, was found from its spores collected on a 
return visit, to be just a depauperate D. dilatata in a tantalisingly ambiguous guise. Crossing the 
river we rejoined the canal at Hirst Wood lock (44/132382), where we noted wall rue, male, 
broad buckler, lady and hart’s-tongue ferns. But the star attraction here was black spleenwort, 
an uncommon plant of old walls in West Yorkshire, and supposedly known on this lock for 
150 years. The stroll along the towpath back to our cars ended a very enjoyable fern day.  

Bawtry Forest, South of Doncaster, South Yorkshire – 21 July Alison Evans 
This meeting was a follow-up of a brief trip to Bawtry Woods by Ann Robbins and Alison 
Evans with a party from Doncaster Naturalists in 2006, when we found several plants of 
Dryopteris that we were uncertain about. We were again very fortunate to be guided by Louise 
Hill and Pip Seccombe from the Naturalists, and also fortunate that we had very little rain, 
although the ground was very wet. We met at the car park (43/634949) and in the morning we 
mainly went along tracks that are open to the public. Heading east to 43/637949 we saw 
Dryopteris dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina, Pteridium aquilinum and Oreopteris limbosperma.  

As the ground became wetter we found Blechnum spicant, more Athyrium filix-femina, and 
a young specimen of Dryopteris borreri. There was more Oreopteris limbosperma and a 
little further into the undergrowth we found the first magnificent specimen of Dryopteris 
affinis growing on the side of what is usually a dry ditch, but this year was quite a 
respectable stream. Moving further into the wood we found six more large plants of 
D. affinis. Down a side path we found a red-stemmed Athyrium filix-femina. There were 
also a few plants of Dryopteris filix-mas. 
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After rejoining the main track we walked a bit further afield, with frequent stops to look at 
flowering plants and grasses, until we came to a small clearing where there were several plants 
of Dryopteris carthusiana (43/626946) plus the hybrid D. × deweveri amongst plants of 
D. dilatata. We stopped for lunch at this point, and then retraced our steps before leaving the 
path to wade through shoulder-high bracken to the ‘moat’ – a wet area surrounding a central 
island of high ground, though we weren’t certain why this had been constructed. There was 
plenty of non-ferny interest here, and there were massive specimens of D. dilatata and 
Athyrium filix-femina, but sadly no Osmunda. We were also surprised not to find any 
equisetums. After leaving the moat we went cross-country again to reach a wet area near a 
stream with a large stand of Dryopteris carthusiana, and more of the hybrid D. × deweveri 
(43/628943) and D. dilatata. This area also had D. filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina. On 
the bank of the stream we found another large specimen of D. affinis, and a small stand of 
Equisetum arvense (43/627943). Again there were many flowering plants to distract us, and as 
the weather continued to be kind, we botanised for the rest of the afternoon. Again, many thanks 
to Pip and Louise for guiding us, and to Sir Jack Whitaker for allowing us on to his land. 

Helmsley area, North Yorkshire – 18 August Bruce Brown 
Our first objective on this visit to the North York Moors, led by Ken Trewren, was to see 
the one and only plant of Dryopteris expansa, which had been recorded by Ken and 
confirmed by chromosome count a year or two back. It turned out to be a large well 
established specimen with bright yellowish-green fronds and it clearly stood out amongst 
the sea of Dryopteris dilatata in the coniferous plantation of Roppa Wood (44/590910). It 
seemed odd that no other plants or even hybrids with D. dilatata have been found despite 
diligent searching by Ken. A few colonies of D. carthusiana were also present in the wood 
along with occasional D. filix-mas, Athyrium filix-femina and Blechnum spicant. 

We spent an hour on the moor above, where there is a 140-year old record for Diphasiastrum 
alpinum, but there were no signs of it now in this man-managed environment of regular 
heather burning. The ditch alongside the forestry track gave us a few more pteridophytes – 
Dryopteris borreri, Oreopteris limbosperma and Equisetum arvense, but old records for 
Pilularia globulifera and Selaginella selaginoides were not refound. 

On our return we saw a nice plant of Dryopteris borreri in its foliosum form near the 
D. expansa site. We also looked at the Pteridium aquilinum here. Some plants had long 
patent white hairs around the ends of their unfurling pinnae and virtually no brown hairs, 
which Ken identified as P. aquilinum subsp. atlanticum. There is a better stand of it near 
Moor Ings Bank (44/518878), which we tried to reach later on in the afternoon but time and 
deteriorating weather was against us. 

The lure of the fish and chip shop in Helmsley at lunch-time was too much to resist, but we 
did make time to look at a fine mural display of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, 
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, A. ruta-muraria, A. scolopendrium and Polypodium 
interjectum in Cleveland Way in the town centre (44/611839).  

We drove along narrow lanes to Hawnby, noticing that all the bridges had been recently 
repaired after the flash floods, and parked at Arden Hall (44/519905). On the steep hillsides 
above the woodland zone were small outcrops of Jurassic limestone, which have weathered 
into undercut ledges where calcicolous ferns can thrive, just out of reach of the hungry sheep. 
Old records for Asplenium viride have been refound by Ken and we saw several colonies with 
one particularly photogenic clump in Stoney Gill Hole (44/513901). Associates were 
Cystopteris fragilis, Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and A. ruta-muraria. 

After our abortive mission looking for Pteridium aquilinum subspecies, we descended the 
steep v-sided valley of Stoney Gill Hole, which fully lived up to its name after the severe flood 
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erosion and also Ken’s reputation of leading us into rugged terrain. But there were some nice 
clumps of Polystichum aculeatum to hang on to and plenty of normal Pteridium aquilinum 
lower down to wade through before returning through the woods to Arden Hall. 

Barry & Anne Wright’s garden, Tockwith, & Harlow Carr, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire – 13 October Bruce Brown 
We gathered at Tockwith to see Barry and Anne Wright’s garden, which is crammed with 
ferns and includes a very comprehensive and enviable Polypodium collection. Anne had 
enticing specimens potted up for sale, which were too tempting for many of us to resist. We 
then transported ourselves to Harlow Carr Gardens in Harrogate for our group’s AGM. After 
the formal business, Ken Trewren gave us an update on the current Dryopteris affinis situation 
using a collection of fronds to illustrate the differences (subtle to some of us). A number of 
interesting Dryopteris taxa cultivated by Ken were quickly snapped up by members, including 
plants thought to be the hybrid between D. oreades and D. borreri. With other ferny photos 
and videos to view, we all had a very interesting day. 

Brodsworth Gardens, Doncaster, South Yorkshire – 27 October Bruce Brown 
Our final visit of the season was to the English Heritage Brodsworth Gardens near Doncaster. 
We had been invited by their Head Gardener, Dan Booth, to look at the Eric Baker fern 
collection, which is now to be found in a restored Victorian fern dell. Dan was seeking help 
with correct identification so that the collection could be properly labelled and catalogued, as 
his predecessors had not left any records. The ferns looked really at home on the tiered 
banking and consisted of many Polypodium and Polystichum setiferum cultivars as well as a 
good range of other ferns. After six years a lot of natural regeneration was taking place, so 
providing a challenging exercise in identification but, thanks particularly to Barry Wright’s 
efforts, many labels were written out. Near the dell is a corner of the quarry with a picturesque 
group of mature Dicksonia and an understorey with more Eric Baker ferns – very nice! The 
work at Brodsworth is moving towards a really great visual display with the accent being to 
restore the garden as it was in its heyday of 1860.  

SOUTH-EAST 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Surrey – 26 May  Paul Ripley  
(Leaders: Pat Acock & Nigel Rothwell) 
Fourteen members and guests met at a cool and damp Kew for a joint meeting with the East 
Anglia regional group. We were pleased to welcome a member new to the South-East group 
– Richard Lewis. 

Under the expert and helpful leadership of Nigel Rothwell, we visited the tropical and 
temperate greenhouses dedicated to fern culture. The ferns were healthy and well grown in 
their ‘state-of-the-art’ environments. Emphasis was on display, and Aglaomorpha, tree 
ferns, Lygodium and a scrambling Selaginella were particularly impressive. We were 
particularly struck by a silvery, furry small unidentified pinnatifid fern which could have 
been a Polypodium or even a Ctenopteris. Nigel next showed us the alpine nursery where 
we were delighted to see Asplenium marinum growing in the brickwork on the outside of 
some of the cold frames. Polystichum tripteron also impressed. We next visited the Princess 
of Wales Conservatory, which was looking good, with beautiful ferns growing well. 
Asplenium oceanicum especially caught my eye. We also paid quick visits to the Palm 
House and the Evolution House (Equisetum giganteum) but not before seeing the woodland 
garden. Stegnogramma mollissima was doing well here and appeared to be completely 
hardy. 
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We are very grateful to Nigel for his excellent guidance and information. With his recent 
(and highly deserved) promotion and Peter Edward’s imminent retirement, I do hope that 
expertise in the culture and conservation of ferns at Kew is not lost. The ferns we saw were 
well grown and healthy, although a more limited range of species is now maintained.  

Gernon Bushes & Coopersale Fields Woods, Epping, Essex – 16 June Pat Acock 
Seventeen members and friends from the SE and East Anglian groups, including Ken Adams, 
the BSBI vice-county recorder for Essex, met in this northern part of Epping Forest. Out leader 
for the day, Howard Matthews, gave us a very informative talk on the area and added to this 
during the course of the meeting. Much of the forest is now substantially grazed by muntjac 
and fallow deer that are becoming ever more numerous but this corner is not so badly affected. 
We started at Gernon Bushes (52/478029) and early arrivals went to see a long established site 
for Asplenium adiantum-nigrum on the old railway bridge in the High Street, as well as 
looking at a collection of hardy ferns in a private garden in Garnon Mead. 

After recording Pteridium aquilinum, Dryopteris filix-mas and D. dilatata, we were 
rewarded with an extensive colony of Thelypteris palustris, which is an uncommon and 
diminishing plant in SE England. We added Dryopteris borreri, Equisetum telmateia and 
Athyrium filix-femina. On the stream bank we came across a crested D. filix-mas. We were 
then shown a second, even larger site for Thelypteris palustris before someone sought out 
Dryopteris carthusiana to end the morning session. Lunch at the Garnon Bushes pub was 
recommended justifiably. 

In the afternoon we proceeded a little way south along the B181 to the woods surrounding 
the Woodyard car park (52/470130). After spotting a diminutive polypod we moved on to 
an area of gravel pits where we were intrigued by the two horsetails present, which turned 
out to be Equisetum palustre and E. arvense. We now added Asplenium scolopendrium, 
Blechnum spicant and Dryopteris affinis to our list. Further on, close to the old railway line 
and along its banks, we were able to find two large groups of Polystichum setiferum. 

After all this our leader furnished us with many unusual Dryopteris sporelings from the 
boot of his car, many of which originated in the Indian Sub-continent. We thanked Howard 
for a well researched and interesting day in this rather special ancient woodland. 

East Kent – 22 September Paul Ripley 
Eight members and guests met at Farthing Common, with its marvellous views along the 
North Downs Scarp and across Romney Marsh, to explore some surprisingly remote by-
ways in what remains of Lyminge Forest. Our number included Joan Bingley, who I hope 
we will see at other meetings in the future. A species list is appended, and only brief 
descriptions of the sites follow. 

Site 1: Road east of Bossingham, 61/156489. In scrubby woodland beside the road, where 
small chalk heaps retained moisture, was probably the largest colony of Polystichum 
aculeatum in south-east England. P. setiferum replaced P. aculeatum on the other side of 
the road. Also here we found Dryopteris borreri, and a likely candidate for D. × critica 
(D. borreri × D. filix-mas). 

Site 2: Cover Wood, near Lynsore Court, 61/173488. We found Dryopteris carthusiana 
here, as well as the more common ferns, and a very photogenic and ‘classic’ D. affinis. 
Ferns with foliose and twisted pinnules may have been D. affinis subsp. paleaceolobata. 

Site 3: Road near Bladbean, 61/172470. Approached via a gated road from Site 2, the 
roadside verges here were of interest. P. aculeatum grew in the more open spots, while 
lower down where it was more shaded, P. setiferum was abundant – unusual for a Kent lane 
– with Asplenium scolopendrium. We also found Dryopteris carthusiana at this site. 
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Site 4: Elham Park Wood, 61/166159. This wood, now managed by Forest Enterprise, is 
very close to the well known Park Gate Nature Reserve where orchids (and Ophioglossum) 
are supposed to be abundant in spring. This area really is a delightfully unspoilt backwater 
although the roadside verges have been massacred by forestry operations. Dryopteris affinis 
was managing to survive, and unusually we found both Polystichum setiferum and 
Blechnum spicant. 

Site 5: Park Wood, near Bonnington, 61/043358. After lunch, we moved on to the 
Greensand ridge above Bilsington. Our approach was via a portion of the Saxon Shore 
Way, which marks the coastline as it was before the reclamation of Romney Marsh. This 
was acid woodland, and in a boggy area we found Blechnum spicant and Dryopteris 
carthusiana, among other species. In spite of the abundance of both D. carthusiana and 
D. dilatata, we failed to find any D. × deweveri. Lower down, along a small stream-bed, 
the two Polystichum species were again found. 

Some members left at this point, while others enjoyed tea at The Old Rectory in Aldington, 
where the view over Romney Marsh was again admired. 

Ferns seen during South-East meeting in East Kent, September 2007 

Species Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 
Asplenium scolopendrium      
Athyrium filix-femina      
Blechnum spicant      
Dryopteris affinis      
D. borreri      
D. carthusiana      
D. dilatata      
D. filix-mas      
Polypodium interjectum      
Polystichum aculeatum      
P. setiferum      
Pteridium aquilinum      

Hayes Church, South Park Woods & Petts Wood, North West Kent – 20 October 
  Pat Acock 
We met at Hayes Church, Kent (51/405663) at 10.30 to admire the limestone wall outside. 
This has been known for some time to have the largest colony of Asplenium ceterach in south-
east England. Members who were seeing the wall for the first time were enthralled by the 
quantity and size of the plants. We also saw A. trichomanes, A. scolopendrium and Dryopteris 
filix-mas, but surprisingly no A. ruta-muraria.  

As it was between our two morning sites, I had also agreed at short notice to do a quick 
survey for Tabitha Nelson of her wood in South Park, Holwood Estate (51/421642). Tabitha 
knew that her wood contained many ferns but, with only a fire-damaged copy of Grasses, 
Ferns, Mosses & Lichens of Great Britain and Ireland by Roger Phillips for reference, had 
not been able to identify all the species. Members quickly confirmed that she had been right 
about there being a good selection of ferns, finding Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, 
Asplenium scolopendrium, Polystichum setiferum, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris 
borreri, D. affinis and Pteridium aquilinum on the remains of this old iron-age fort. 
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At Petts Wood 
(51/447683) we saw 
Pteridium aquilinum, 
Athyrium filix-femina, 
Dryopteris filix-mas 
and D. dilatata in 
amongst a large stand 
of D. carthusiana. 
Standing majestically 
on a stream side was 
a Dryopteris affinis 
well over six feet  
in height. Further 
around the wood we 
re-established the 
record of an alien 
colony of Onoclea 
sensibilis, growing 
ever more strongly 
each year. 

At the Acock’s, guided tours of the fern patches took place either side of lunch. Slide-shows 
by Paul Ripley, Steve Munyard, Howard Matthews, Roger Golding and me presented our 
ferning year, including the BPS Texas tour and BPS meetings in Nice/Alpes Maritimes and 
North Wales, as well as personal outings (including Colombia!). 

EAST ANGLIA 

Indoor Meeting, Little Thurlow, Suffolk – 20 January  Marie & Geoffrey Winder 
Once again, Mary Hilton welcomed us to her home at Little Thurlow for our January 
meeting. This year the group’s retiring organiser, Barrie Stevenson, told us about his six-
week visit to New Zealand in 2005. Barrie’s talk, illustrated by numerous excellent 
photographs, was not just about ferns but also about the many other plants he saw, and 
about the towns, parks, gardens, terrains and countryside he visited, making it difficult to do 
it justice in this relatively short report.  

His visit started at Christchurch, an attractive town in the South Island with many older 
buildings, and plants such as tea trees (Leptospermum) and Pseudopanax ferox growing along 
the streets and in gardens. He was very fortunate in that he was able to meet up with several 
people able to show or suggest places of interest for him to visit. He headed south across the 
Canterbury Plains towards Dunedin and the Otago Peninsular and then worked his way north, 
crossing the Southern Alps and visiting the west coast. Plant growth was luxuriant with lots of 
tree ferns, sometimes in beautiful stands. He saw filmy ferns and Leptopteris superba, a 
Lycopodium and the ferns Sticherus flabellatus, Blechnum discolor and B. novae-zelandiae. 
His visit to South Island finished in the area around the town of Nelson, which is in a 
conservation area and retains many wooden buildings. British plants were quite common in 
gardens, while Jacaranda and red or pink forms of Eucalyptus occurred both along the streets 
and in gardens. Ophioglossum coriaceum and Blechnum fluviatile grew in the west of the area. 

Barrie caught the ferry from Picton to North Island, which in contrast to South Island has 
much terrain of a volcanic nature. He headed north towards Auckland via the New 
Plymouth area on the south-west coast and saw tree-fern stumps from cleared woodland 
being used as fencing and sometimes starting to grow. He mentioned that the large fern 
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Marattia salicina had become rare, as its starch-rich roots are eaten by pigs. Peter 
Richardson, a former member of the East Anglia group who now lives near Auckland, took 
Barrie on a tour of various interesting areas including the Kaimai range, where they saw 
Asplenium polyodon, and an area in the north where Kiwi fruit is an important crop.  

Many thanks to all who helped with the meeting, particularly Mary Hilton and Dawn 
Winder. Congratulations Barrie on ten interesting years as our regional organiser, and thank 
you Tim Pyner for taking over. 

Southrepps Common, near North Walsham, Norfolk – 7 July Tim Pyner 
Seven members joined the leader Mary Ghullam at Southrepps Common (63/260351) on a 
warm and sunny morning. Mary is the honorary warden and explained the history and 
management of the area. The Common of 30 acres is all that remains of a much larger area. 
It is managed as a trust in partnership with Natural England. The major part of the Common 
is an SSSI, surrounded by a complex of smaller areas. It is a valley fen mire, the underlying 
chalk allowing the development of rich calciphilous flora. In places the pH is lower, the 
result being an interesting mix of base- and acid-loving plants. The management consists of 
cutting compartments on an annual or less frequent basis to prevent scrub encroachment and 
maintain the diversity. 

The pteridophytes were not dominant but formed an interesting background to the rich 
variety of angiosperms. A stroll along a boardwalk revealed Pteridium aquilinum to be 
frequent in the more acid areas along with Dryopteris dilatata. Equisetum palustre was 
frequent and also occurred as small, unbranched stems in the areas of short, species-rich 
marshy grassland. Here it grew amongst a variety of orchids including fragrant (Gymnadenia 
conopsea subsp. densiflora), southern marsh (Dactylorhiza praetermissa) and marsh 
helleborine (Epipactis palustris). Mary pointed out two inconspicuous sedges, dioecious sedge 
(Carex dioica) and few-flowered spike-rush (Eleocharis quinqueflora), both rare and 
decreasing in Norfolk. Further on in a wooded area we saw Dryopteris carthusiana and some 
large Athyrium filix-femina along a stream. In another open area we managed to re-find 
Ophioglossum vulgatum amongst the long grass along with a couple of stunted Dryopteris 
filix-mas. Making our way back to the car park for lunch we spotted a few stems of Equisetum 
fluviatile in some standing water. Our final fern for the morning was E. arvense in the car park.  

Mary was leading a group of batologists (bramble lovers) after lunch so after our goodbyes 
we set of to check some old walls in the area. At our first stop in Southrepps (63/256365) 
we found some nice colonies of 
Polypodium interjectum on the old 
walls and also a small Asplenium 
scolopendrium. We then went on to 
a couple of churchyards, firstly 
Antingham (63/252328) where we 
spotted Asplenium ruta-muraria and 
A. adiantum-nigrum high up on the 
church tower. The only fern at 
Felmingham was a small patch of 
Polypodium interjectum on the 
churchyard wall (63/251292). Our 
final stop of what was turning out to 
be a very hot day was at the old 
abandoned station at Felmingham 
(63/251286). Here we saw more 
black spleenwort and P. interjectum 
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on the old platforms. Under blackthorn we also spotted a very large polypody that looked to 
be a possible hybrid. Later, on checking in the Flora of Norfolk I noticed P. × mantoniae 
recorded from Felmingham in 1972 so we may possibly have found the same plant. 

I would like to thank Mary Ghullam for sharing her knowledge and experience in the 
morning and directing us to some interesting sites in the afternoon.  

Stour Wood, Wrabness, & Gerry Downey’s Garden, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex –  
4 August Bryan Smith 
We always look forward to our annual joint meeting of the South-East and East Anglia 
Groups, as it gives us a chance to meet old (and new) friends and venture out of our ‘home 
patches’, and this lovely sunny day in August was no exception. A good sized group met at 
Stour Wood car park (62/192310) and headed off into the woods led by local expert, Jerry 
Bowdrey. This ancient woodland belongs to the Woodland Trust and comprises sweet 
chestnut coppice, intermixed with hornbeam and other tree species. Apart from Pteridium 
aquilinum, we soon came across Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, D. carthusiana and 
colonies of abundant D. borreri. Stour Wood must hold one of the largest populations of 
D. borreri in East Anglia. We also found scattered groups of Blechnum spicant, and fairly 
frequent colonies of Athyrium filix-femina confined to wetter areas. We had heard that 
Polystichum was to be found, but it took an excursion down to the River Stour foreshore 
and an eagle-eyed Tim Pyner to find Polystichum setiferum in a wet gully leading onto the 
foreshore. Our return trip to the car park kept the Equisetum fans happy when a small 
outcrop of E. arvense was spotted in the undergrowth. 

After a picnic lunch by the woods, we drove to Gerry Downey’s home and garden in 
Frinton-on-Sea (five miles north-east of Clacton-on-Sea). Gerry must have one of the most 
extensive fern collections in the country, so to try and do it justice in a written description is 
an impossible task. Not only does he grow ferns in his garden, he also propagates and displays 
them, particularly at the Alpine Garden Society shows where he is a regular prize winner. 
Gerry’s particular passion though is Polystichum and in both the garden and his greenhouses 
he has some choice, unusual specimens. The last time I visited Gerry’s garden (in 2001) he had 
just acquired a large pile of water-worn limestone. This has now been transformed into a 
dramatic limestone waterfall, and we were able to sit and admire this while partaking of tea 
and refreshments kindly provided by June, his wife. I started making a list of ferns (inevitably, 
ones I had not seen before) but gave up. Looking back on the list, just to whet your appetites, I 
noted Polystichum retrosopaleaceum, P. plicatum var. elegans, Blechnum brasiliense, 
B. microphyllum and Coniogramme japonica (variegated). This splendid day was rounded off 
by Peter Tindley producing several trays of unusual sporelings from the boot of his car; several 
of us took away little bags of these ferns to add to our own collections.  

Autumn Indoor Meeting, Barrow, Suffolk – 27 October Tim Pyner 
Fourteen members and friends met for our regular autumn meeting at Geoff and Marie 
Winder’s house in Suffolk. The garden, as always, featured many interesting ferns and 
other plants. As usual the attendees provided items of interest, books and photos. The latter 
consisted of pictures taken on various national and local BPS meetings during 2007 along 
with some additional non-BPS trips. These photos and associated commentary are always of 
interest, particularly for those who have not managed to attend all the meetings. 

The usual splendid refreshments were supplied by Geoff and Marie and other members and 
a big thank you to Marie and Dawn for all their hard work preparing the food. 

After ten successful years this will be the last time that we hold this meeting at the Winders, 
and I and the other members are very grateful for the time and effort that Geoff and Marie 
have contributed to ensure the success of these meetings.  
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NORTH-WEST 

Bridge of Orchy, Argyll – 23-24 June  Bruce Brown  
I was eagerly looking forward to this trip as it was a great opportunity to see some alpine 
ferns new to me. The other members of the party, Peter Campion, Frances Haigh and Ken 
Trewren, had similar thoughts and happily we succeeded in finding all the rarities we had 
hoped to see, thanks to the sound guidance of our leader, Robert Sykes, who had visited the 
area several years earlier with Heather McHaffie. 

Our first day was spent in Coire Achaladair and under the crags of Beinn an Dothaidh. It is 
a steady climb up to about the 550-metre contour line to reach the zone where the montane 
ferns start to appear on the lower crag outcrops and boulder-scree. On the way from our 
start point at Achallader (27/322443) we had passed Asplenium ruta-muraria on the old 
castle wall, Oreopteris limbosperma, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris borreri, D. dilatata 
and Blechnum spicant especially in the vicinity of the railway, then further up, Pteridium 
aquilinum and Equisetum sylvaticum. At a stream crossing Ken pointed out Dryopteris 
cambrensis growing alongside D. filix-mas. 

Eventually we reached the montane zone and the first craggy outcrop we explored 
(27/333417) revealed the typical vegetation of these calcareous mica-schist rocks – 
Cystopteris fragilis, Polystichum aculeatum, Asplenium viride, Selaginella selaginoides and 
Huperzia selago along with roseroot (Sedum rosea), water avens (Geum rivale), lesser 
meadow-rue (Thalictrum minus), globeflower (Trollius europaeus) and yellow saxifrage 
(Saxifraga aizoides). It did not take long to find Phegopteris connectilis and Gymnocarpium 
dryopteris under boulders or in sheltered nooks among the rock outcrops. Dryopteris 
expansa became more prolific than D. dilatata. Clumps of Diphasiastrum alpinum and 
Polypodium vulgare were spotted. 

The call of a peregrine falcon echoing round the corrie must have been a good omen as our 
next crag at about 620 metres revealed several specimens of Woodsia alpina. Cystopteris 
fragilis was growing close by so we could compare and contrast the differences between 
them. Our first Polystichum lonchitis was here, and also Asplenium trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens along with more A. viride. Ken was eyeing up the Dryopteris expansa and 
D. dilatata colonies for any likely hybrids and took some samples home for chromosome 
squashes. He later informed me that two specimens from this area (27/330414) had been 
confirmed as the triploid hybrid Dryopteris × ambroseae. 

We gradually made more height as we worked our way westwards along the outcrops and 
across the boulder fields. Polystichum lonchitis became more abundant, with occasional 
P. aculeatum. One plant of Cryptogramma crispa was noted, a rarity amongst these basic 
rocks. We also came upon a few clumps of Athyrium distentifolium (27/327411) 
recognisable by their round sori lacking an indusium. The natural rock gardens of 
Dryopteris expansa, Phegopteris, Gymnocarpium, P. lonchitis and A. distentifolium all 
growing luxuriantly together amongst the boulders were a joy to behold. And the final 
delight of the day was to see two resplendent colonies of Cystopteris montana in their 
element up a steep vegetated gully not too far away. 

On day two we returned to Achallader, as some of us had not seen the flexile variety of 
Athyrium distentifolium. From the Water of Tulla track we crossed the railway at 27/340448 
then climbed steadily up to the unnamed corrie west of Meall Buidhe, which was one of 
Heather McHaffie’s study sites described in 2006 Pteridologist 4(5). The ferns seen on the 
approach were much the same as on the previous day, with the addition of a Dryopteris 
affinis and clumps of Polypodium vulgare on the wall top near Achallader. Equisetum 
palustre grew in the peaty pools of the corrie floor. 
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It was amongst the scree and larger boulders above it that the montane ferns proliferated 
(27/354437) at an altitude of 650-700 metres. Here were lots of Athyrium distentifolium and 
Dryopteris expansa. Associates were Oreopteris limbosperma, Blechnum spicant, 
Phegopteris connectilis, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Equisetum sylvaticum, Dryopteris 
dilatata and the occasional D. borreri. Dryopteris oreades replaced D. filix-mas and a few 
Cryptogramma crispa were spotted. Having ‘got our eye in’ we were then able to identify 
occasional clumps of A. distentifolium var. flexile with their narrower bipinnate deflexed 
fronds – very photogenic! A happy hour or two taking in these delights passed by before we 
decided to climb out of the corrie and traverse the slopes north-east to reach the next corrie 
holding Lochan a’Chreachain. The south-west corner (27/366445) was the most interesting 
for ferns, with most of the afore-mentioned species plus Huperzia selago and Dryopteris 
cambrensis. We split up to explore, Peter and I finding just one colony of A. distentifolium 
var. flexile in a gully not far below the crag base. Ken and Robert found an interesting 
imbricate form of A. distentifolium lower down. 

After descending alongside the lochan’s outflow stream we returned through Crannach, parts 
of which are remnants of the old Caledonian pine forest. A stand of Pteridium at 27/353458 
reminded Ken of P. pinetorum subsp. pinetorum, which he had seen in its Aviemore 
location, but no definite conclusions were reached. Has it been recorded from this area? 

Another discussion point was our impressions of the alpine lady ferns in the location 
discussed in Heather’s Pteridologist article. We did find some blackened stumps indicating 
large old plants that had died off, but there was certainly no shortage of new growth, with 
fronds springing up everywhere in suitable locations amongst the boulders and scree. 
Occasional sori were found but most of the fronds were young so we were probably too 
early in the season to assess likely fertility. 

This had been a fascinating visit to a lovely area of the Scottish hills. 

Smardale Fell, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria – 14 July  Roy & Denise Copson 
Smardale Fell in the heart of the Westmorland countryside consists mainly of Carboniferous 
limestone. Scandal Beck courses though the dale bottom. Scandal is Old Norse for short 
valley. The dale is renowned for its diversity of habits and its flora and fauna and has 
several conservation designations including National Nature Reserve. Our main objectives 
for the day were to see the pteridophyte floras of the boundary walls, the built infrastructure 
of the disused railway and a group of small quarries that supplied sandstone for the building 
of the railway viaduct in 1860. 

Our party of eleven brave souls strode out along a walled bridleway from Brownber 
(35/701057) in cloudy, wet and windy weather for a day of excellent botanising, later on under 
blue skies. Our first encounter with ferns was on moss-covered limestone walls to both sides of 
us beneath a small spinney. Here was brittle bladder fern Cystopteris fragilis, hart’s tongue 
Asplenium scolopendrium and maidenhair spleenwort A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. 

Shortly we arrived at Brownber Hall (35/705056), on the south-facing boundary wall of 
which was a mixed flora of mosses and lichens, ferns and flowering plants: wall rue A. ruta-
muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, ivy-leaved toadflax Cymbalaria muralis and 
welsh poppy Meconopsis cambrica. The north-facing wall on the opposite side to Brownber 
Hall was clothed in moss and topped with common polypody Polypodium vulgare, with 
lady fern Athyrium filix-femina at its base.  

Keeping to the bridleway we continued through the walled landscape under a clearing sky. 
We crossed Scandal Bridge and began to climb up Smardale fell from the south-east side of 
Smardale and soon arrived at the disused quarries. After lunch we began to explore the 
varied terrain, which provided numerous and varied habitats for ferns. The list of species 
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kept rose to a final total of eighteen: field horsetail Equisetum arvense, Polypodium 
vulgare, bracken Pteridium aquilinum, lemon-scented fern Oreopteris limbosperma, 
Asplenium scolopendrium, black spleenwort A. adiantum-nigrum, A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens, green spleenwort A. viride, A. ruta-muraria, rustyback A. ceterach, Athyrium 
filix-femina, limestone oak fern Gymnocarpium robertianum, Cystopteris fragilis, hard 
shield fern Polystichum aculeatum, male fern Dryopteris filix-mas, D. borreri, broad 
buckler fern D. dilatata and hard fern Blechnum spicant.  

We departed from the quarries reluctantly and continued alongside the fell through its 
flower-rich grassland, admiring the dark green fritillary butterflies. This eventually brought 
us to the disused viaduct and railway line, where we turned our attention to the retaining 
walls, bridges, buildings and the viaduct itself. All these structures were built using lime 
mortar produced in the lime kilns on the construction site of the railway line. This mortar is now 
home to aspleniums, namely A. ruta-muraria, A. ceterach, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 
and A. scolopendrium. Dryopteris filix-mas and Cystopteris fragilis were also present.  

We adjourned to admire a colony of fragrant orchids Gymnadenia conopsea, melancholy 
thistles Cirsium heterophyllum and field scabious Knautia arvense. In conclusion, we wish 
to say thank you to all our like-minded friends who shared their knowledge, enthusiasm and 
good humour with us despite the damp start. 

Cumwhitton Moss & the River Eden, Cumbria – 4 August  Mike Porter 
Cumwhitton Moss is situated in the lower Eden Valley a few miles south-east of Carlisle. It 
is an acidic valley bog with areas of old peat-cuttings and some extensive patches of dense 
tree cover, including possibly native Pinus sylvestris (Scots pine). Present management is 
directed at keeping much of the site open and, where feasible, reducing tree cover. 

On a rather grey, damp day a group of 
nine BPS members met to have a look at 
the specialities of this site. A previous visit 
by the leader and Jeremy Roberts had 
ascertained that the chief attraction, 
Thelypteris palustris (marsh fern), was 
still present in good numbers but also that 
the recent wet weather and the growth of 
trees over the past few years had made 
access to the original site extremely 
difficult. However, a new site had been 
found by Jeremy much nearer the edge of 
the wooded area, which was much easier 
of access and it was to this that the group 
headed. On the way, good quantities of 
Dryopteris carthusiana (narrow buckler 
fern) were noted, growing with D. dilatata 
(broad buckler fern) and before long 
members were seeing plants that appeared 
to be the hybrid between the two – D. × 
deweveri. The plants that drew our 
attention looked like particularly large, 
robust D. carthusiana, generally lacking 
the ‘shuttlecock’ growth habit of 
D. dilatata. Our confidence that we had 
found this hybrid was later proved to be 
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well-founded, as microscopic examination by Bruce Brown showed that the spores of almost 
all the plants we had selected as hybrids were at least 90 per cent abortive. We moved on to the 
area just inside the woodland where a good number of plants of T. palustris were to be found, 
scattered around in a particularly wet area by a stream (35/512519). Their distinctive growth 
habit with fronds often arising well apart from each other and their pale green colour made 
them distinctive even in the gloom under the dripping trees. This is one of only three known 
sites for Cumbria – perhaps somewhat surprising considering the amount of suitable habitat to 
be found in the county. Having photographed and examined the fronds in detail we moved on 
to a more open area of the moss to admire a fine patch of Vaccinium uliginosum (bog or 
northern bilberry) and large quantities of abundantly fruiting V. oxycoccos (cranberry). 

Having returned to our cars we moved on to our second site and, in somewhat brighter 
weather, had lunch (35/467552). The afternoon was spent walking through woodlands 
down to the River Eden and then following its western bank upstream. There is much of 
botanical interest along the course of the Eden, some of the plants growing here being 
distinctly uncommon in Cumbria, such as the Tilia cordata (small-leaved lime) admired by 
our group. The commonest polypody hereabouts is Polypodium interjectum (intermediate 
polypody), collected specimens being once again confirmed by microscopic examination by 
Bruce Brown. We also had the opportunity to compare Polystichum aculeatum (hard shield 
fern) and P. setiferum (soft shield fern), the softer texture, longer lowest pinnae and the 
obtuse-angled base of the pinnules nearest the rachis being the key distinguishing points for 
the latter species. P. setiferum, though rather more widespread in Cumbria than was thought 
even ten years ago, is much less common here than P. aculeatum.  

Other species seen during our walk through the woods to and from St Constantine’s cells (a 
series of square caves cut deep into the rock and probably used by the monks of Wetheral 
Priory) included Dryopteris borreri, D. affinis subsp. affinis and, of course, D. filix-mas. 
Finally, the stroll back to the cars provided Asplenium scolopendrium (hart’s tongue) and 
some good specimens of A. adiantum-nigrum (black spleenwort) growing on red sandstone 
walls at Wetheral Priory Gatehouse.  
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Mike Hayward’s Garden, Blundellsands, near Liverpool – 15 September  
  Peter Campion 

Mike’s garden is of modest size but every possible part is made use of in the cultivation of 
predominately the ferns that he grows so well. The location is not far from the sea but 
sheltered from the wind and fenced in all around. The layout includes pergolas, winding 
paths, running water, and places to sit and enjoy the sunshine.  

We were welcomed with coffee and later had a guided tour around the garden, including 
the greenhouse and conservatory followed by individual browsing at leisure. There were 
many tree ferns: Dicksonia antarctica in quantity, D. fibrosa, D. sellowiana, Cyathea 
australis, C. smithii, C. atrox, 
C. dealbata, C. medullaris, 
C. brownii and C. milnei, as 
well as others in the green-
house. As a newcomer to the 
Society, the writer of this 
report was quickly over-
whelmed by the number of 
exotic ferns but enjoyed the 
varieties of Polypodium 
cambricum, Blechnum wattsii 
and many other Blechnum 
species, as well as the spectacular 
Woodwardia unigemmata 
growing close to the house.  

Mike had prepared a 
delicious lunch for us, which 
we ate in the sunshine to the 
music of water playing and 
the happy conversation of 
pteridologists enjoying themselves. After lunch we were given the run of Mike’s lovely 
library and in particular his large collection of very fine Nature Prints from the eighteenth to 
twenty-first centuries. The details of how the various processes were developed in Victorian 
times so that a beautiful facsimile of a specimen could be reproduced on a commercial scale 
were explained for the uninitiated. 

Altogether we enjoyed a superb day and went away inspired to adapt our gardens to fern 
growing as Mike has done so well.  

Annual General Meeting, Holehird, South Cumbria – 6 October Peter Campion 
The weather was once again superb, enabling North-West members to enjoy the National 
Collection of Polystichum and the flowering plants of Holehird Gardens. 

Professor Mary Gibby gave us a fascinating talk on UK Biodiversity Action Plans, Red Lists 
and conservation ‘on the ground’. In particular she illustrated her talk with examples of the 
problems of conservation using three of our rarer ferns, Killarney fern, Trichomanes speciosum, 
Woodsia ilvensis and the mountain lady fern, Athyrium distentifolium var. flexile. The first has 
so far defied reproduction in the laboratory but thrives in the Azores and also survives as the 
gametophyte generation in deep rock crevices in the UK and Europe, no doubt waiting for 
global warming to enable it to produce more of the sporophyte generation. Woodsia ilvensis 
seems to be surviving well after being re-introduced into the wild. It remains to be seen if it 
will reproduce naturally in the wild again on any scale. Athyrium distentifolium var. flexile, is a 

photo:  P.J. Campion 

Mike Hayward with Cyathea medullaris in his garden 
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form of A. distentifolium resulting from recessive genes and probably survives by being better 
adapted to its habitat – the spores ripen sooner, are on the lower pinnules and it has a low 
growing habit, so is less vulnerable to browsing than the larger Athyrium distentifolium. These 
contrasting examples gave us a glimpse of the challenges confronting those responsible for 
conservation and showed the need to apply different policies in each case. Most illuminating.  

The AGM reappointed the secretary and appointed Frances Haigh as the new treasurer. This 
enabled us to thank Melville Thompson for all his work as treasurer over a good number of 
years. The prize for the best outdoor fern went to Alec Greening and to Melville for his 
indoor fern. Our thanks to Mary Gibby for judging the exhibits. The prize for the quiz was 
not awarded as Jim Adams made it more challenging than usual by leaving out the clue for 
one letter! Shrewdly, to avoid setting it again for 2008, Jim proposed a photographic 
competition, which should make an interesting display as well as hopefully encouraging 
skills in this area in the North-West. 

Our President, Robert Sykes, gave us an illustrated account of the 2006 joint BPS and HFF 
visit to Germany. A bewildering 823 taxa were seen in nine gardens, two nurseries and two 
wild sites. Excellent pictures of numerous varieties of ferns, a number of interesting 
growers and enthusiasts in the party made this a very good talk. A great respect was created 
for the pteridological abilities and enthusiasm of those visited. 

Our grateful thanks to the speakers and to those who provided refreshments. Altogether a 
good day. 

BOTANICAL CORNWALL GROUP Matt Stribley 

There was again a full year of meetings throughout Cornwall organised by the Botanical 
Cornwall group (BCG), with an emphasis being placed on recording the flora in those areas 
less well covered by past recording activities. This report gives a brief overview of selected 
meetings. 

Deerpark Wood, near Looe, South-East Cornwall – 9 May 
The first meeting of the year attracted six members who explored and recorded in the 
extensive woodland, hedges and streams to the north-west of Looe (20/197603). The 
landscape of this area is gentle with many pleasant interesting wooded valleys with 
abundant ferns. The usual ‘ferns of the area’ recorded were Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, 
Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis, D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, 
Asplenium scolopendrium, Polypodium interjectum, Polystichum setiferum and Pteridium 
aquilinum. In addition to the above the group was pleased to find Dryopteris aemula  
and Oreopteris limbosperma. Near a stream a young Dryopteris had characters of 
D. carthusiana but this was not confirmed. 

Sennen Cove, near Land’s End – 20 May 
Sennen Cove (10/355262) is located at the western tip of Cornwall only a mile or so from 
Land’s End. Here our party of eight explored the coastal habitats, cliffs and beaches, hoping 
to find Euphorbia portlandica, Baldellia ranunculoides, Glaucium flavum and Stellaria 
pallida but also keeping an eye out for any ferns. Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. marinum, 
Dryopteris filix-mas, Pteridium aquilinum and Polypodium interjectum were recorded, all 
of which are new tetrad records. Osmunda regalis was also found in a coastal flush and 
Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum around granite outcrops at 10/360269. 

Loe Pool & Carminowe Creek – 21 July 
Loe Pool (10/643242) is Cornwall’s largest freshwater lagoon, only separated from the 
Atlantic Ocean by a shingle bar. The pool itself is some 1.7km long by 0.3km wide and 
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comprises The Loe and Carminowe Creek. The area is botanically interesting and the group 
of six set off to explore for species such as Eleocharis acicularis, Elytrigia × obtusiuscula 
and Elatine hexandra. During the morning plenty of ferns were seen, with ten species being 
recorded, including Equisetum fluviatile in the pool margins. In the afternoon the adjacent 
small wooded valley area near Chyvarloe (10/653239) was explored where Dryopteris 
aemula (10/6530 2394), D. affinis and D. borreri were recorded. 

South of Plusha – 5 August 
A group of ten met at Plusha (20/252802) on the edge of Bodmin Moor where open granite 
moorland dominates, interspersed with woodland, hedges and clear streams. This proved to 
be a fern-rich day with good populations of Oreopteris limbosperma, Osmunda regalis, 
Dryopteris aemula, D. affinis subsp. affinis and D. borreri. In some of the wooded areas 
there were good populations of Polystichum setiferum. There was an unsuccessful search 
for an old record of one of the rarer ferns in Cornwall, P. aculeatum in Upton Wood 
(20/247792). Other notable records for the day were two plants of Dryopteris × complexa 
nothosubsp. complexa and one plant of D. cambrensis. 

Fowey & Polbrock – 17 September 
During September we had a day of ferning accompanied by Ken Trewren. At Fowey 
(20/125516), an historic harbour situated on the south coast, there are good populations of 
Polypodium cambricum. In one of the sunken lanes on the edge of the village (20/125521) 
Ken had found a good selection of Dryopteris affinis agg. growing in the damp banks, 
including D. affinis, D. borreri and specimens of D × complexa nothosubsp. complexa and 
D. cambrensis. 

The rest of the morning was spent exploring the mid-Cornwall moors. At Breney Common 
(20/056610) Pilularia globulifera was found in the edge of a small stream. In the willow 
carr Dryopteris carthusiana was common and after a period searching, D. × deweveri was 
found. Lunch was taken on Helman Tor (20/062615), where Hymenophyllum tunbrigense 
was found in the rocky crevices. Deep inside one of the crevices Ken pointed out a patch of 
Trichomanes speciosum gametophyte.  

Following lunch we set off to explore the area around Polbrock Bridge (20/013695) on 
the River Camel. Here, Cystopteris diaphana was observed with numerous healthy plants 
visible all along the almost bare, sheer riverbank, as the river level was low. This proved 
to be a very good site for Dryopteris, and within a short time D. affinis subsp. affinis and 
subsp. paleaceolobata, D. borreri and D. cambrensis were found. Later, we returned to 
the mid-Cornwall moors to search for Lycopodiella inundata on Retire Common 
(20/003633). This is a known site but despite careful searching the plants were not 
found. It is thought that a recent change in the water table may have caused the loss, as 
the site appeared much wetter than previously. However, it is hoped that with the recent 
introduction of grazing to the Common, the species may reappear in areas opened up by 
the cattle hooves. 

Carn Galver, near St Ives – 20 October  
This was mainly a bryological field meeting, with mosses being of particular interest. This 
site (10/426365), known for filmy ferns, is located on the north coast of the granite moors to 
the west of St Ives and spectacular views of both the south and north coasts are to be had 
from the top. After clambering over the granite clitter, good populations of both 
Hymenophyllum tunbrigense (in deep crevices) and H. wilsonii (in more open conditions 
amongst mosses) were found on the north-eastern slope, with the populations being larger 
than previously recorded. Also found after a fair bit of searching was a single plant of 
Dryopteris aemula, but D. affinis and D. borreri were more common.  
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SCOTLAND  Frank McGavigan 

Pease Dean, Berwickshire, Scottish Borders – 9 June 
(Participants: Chris Bierley, Adrian Dyer, Frank McGavigan, Heather McHaffie, Richard 
Pankhurst, Liz Pilling, Alex Prendergast.) 

The contrast between the manicured gardens of the caravan site where we parked our cars 
(36/793708) and the ancient woodland of Pease Dean was astonishing, particularly as 
initially we chose not to take the paths high up on either side of the glen but rather 
scrambled through the undergrowth along the bottom until further progress was barred by 
fallen trees across the stream. We were rewarded by masses of Polystichum setiferum, a 
relatively scarce fern in Scotland. One could be forgiven for mistaking it at first glance for a 
member of the Dryopteris affinis aggregate but it does not take long before the eye easily 
spots the differences, which is more than can be said for the members of the D. affinis agg. 
itself. On several occasions we studied plants trying to decide whether each was D. affinis, 
D. borreri or D. cambrensis but to no avail. None seemed to fit any of the separate species 
convincingly. I can hear certain members of the BPS saying, “Must try harder”. By contrast 
we had no difficulties with Asplenium scolopendrium, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris 
dilatata, D. filix-mas, Equisetum arvense and Pteridium aquilinum; we hesitated about 
which Polypodium we were looking at but soon decided it was P. interjectum.  

Later we did a circuit of the upper paths, a delightful and easy walk that includes crossing a 
magnificent old stone bridge across the glen. Passing lots more Polystichum setiferum we 
also took note of a leaf gall on hazel caused by the mite Phytopus avellanae, and Rosa 
sherardii with white flowers rather than the usual deep pink. Then right at the end, Alex 
appeared with a frond of Equisetum telmateia, which Adrian’s detailed notes for the area 
had told us was present but which we had not yet seen. 

With only half the day gone, Adrian invited us to visit his garden on the other side of 
Edinburgh, but first a few of us detoured to Edrom Nursery, which stocks a small selection 
of choice ferns but also a magnificent array of unusual woodland plants that would make 
ideal fern companions. At Adrian’s, Janet provided us with much appreciated tea and 
biscuits, and then we toured the garden, where Adrian has representatives of most of the 
fern flora of Scotland including Woodsia alpina and W. ilvensis, Athyrium distentifolium 
and its variety flexile, Polystichum lonchitis, Thelypteris palustris, Cystopteris dickieana, 
and of course members of the Dryopteris affinis agg. No, he is not sure which is which 
either. He also has several equisetums, which he only half-heartedly controls so that such as 
E. telmateia pop up everywhere. Surprisingly he has lost E. arvense, making him surely 
unique among British gardeners. Adrian’s collection is not confined to native ferns, and I 
particularly noted Dryopteris fragrans, D. goldiana, D. intermedia, D. wallichiana, 
Matteuccia struthiopteris, Onoclea sensibilis and Polystichum acrostichoides. Pease Dean 
had been well worth the visit; this was an added and delightful bonus. 

Aviemore Area, Invernessshire – 7-8 July  
(Participants: Adrian Dyer, Roger Golding, Frank McGavigan, Chris Nicholson.) 

Last minute cancellations and a poor weather forecast meant our numbers were fewer than 
expected – a pity given that we had a most interesting and informative weekend. We began 
just off the A939 south of Grantown-on-Spey, parking at 38/065232. Our principal aim was 
to find three species of clubmoss on the hillside close to the road where Adrian had brought 
students on field trips in the past. But first, beside a burn next to the road we spotted 
Equisetum sylvaticum. I defy even the most hardened horsetail hater not to admire this one. 
Almost opposite was a magnificent clump of the melancholy thistle (Cirsium 
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heterophyllum), not a fern of course but what a wonderful companion it would be for, say, 
Athyrium filix-femina, in the garden. Next came Dryopteris dilatata and what we agreed 
was D. affinis, but these were isolated plants compared with the almost tropical Blechnum 
spicant carpeting the birch woodland on the west side of the road. In comparison, the 
Blechnum on the heather moorland on the east side, which is managed for grouse (i.e. 
periodically burnt), although just as plentiful, was in a very poor state. The early growth 
had been blackened by late frosts and the new growth was poor and uneven, almost 
depauperate. Of the clubmosses we quickly spotted Lycopodium clavatum scrambling over 
a bare, rocky patch. A little higher Chris found Diphasiastrum alpinum, relatively common 
at high altitude in Scotland but seldom as accessible as here (38/0672 2312). Of Huperzia 
selago we found not a trace. 

In the afternoon we headed for Cairn Gorm, or at least its car park (28/989061). Sheltering 
from the one rain storm we had over the weekend we had a chat with the mountain ranger, 
Nic Bullivant, who directed us first to the little garden of mountain plants at the foot of the 
funicular railway (though strangely some of the ferns were mislabelled), and then into Coire 
an t-Sneachda below Cairn Gorm itself (28/992039). Noting Oreopteris limbosperma and 
Blechnum spicant in passing, we soon found the Huperzia that had eluded us in the 
morning, as well as Lycopodium annotinum and Diphasiastrum alpinum, but we were taken 
by surprise by Athyrium distentifolium – lots of it in a very healthy state (28/9918 0394). 
There had been heavy snow as late as May with the last fall in June so it had been well 
protected from damaging spring frosts. Nearby were Gymnocarpium dryopteris and 
Phegopteris connectilis as well as Trollius europaeus (the globe flower and another garden-
worthy plant), cow wheat, cloudberry, dwarf cornel, and various orchids and sedges. At the 
foot of a scree (28/9902 0366) Roger found several plants of Dryopteris expansa, which we 
convinced ourselves were not D. dilatata though the two at this altitude can appear very 
similar. A wild but fascinating place, well worth the little effort it takes to get there. 

On Sunday, in beautiful weather, Adrian took us to the car park at Loch an Eilein 
(28/897086). A little walk back along the road and we had soon ‘ticked off’ Athyrium filix-
femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis (we agreed on this one), D. dilatata, D. filix-
mas, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Oreopteris limbosperma. Asplenium ruta-muraria (on a 
wall), and Polypodium vulgare, but the real purpose of our visit was to see the type locality 
of Pteridium aquilinum subsp. pinetorum (28/8955 0906), first identified (as a separate 
species) in 1983 by Chris Page (and also discovered almost simultaneously by Adrian Dyer 
at a site nearby). Subsp. pinetorum is clearly distinct from subsp. aquilinum, especially 
when you see them growing side by side as you can here. It is a smaller, and, dare I say it, 
more graceful plant with the stipe angled at 60° from the vertical at the lowest branching 
giving a swept-back appearance (subsp. aquilinum tends to grow upright with its fronds in 
tiers). The frond shape also differs, being almost equilaterally triangular in subsp. 
pinetorum, but in subsp. aquilinum elongated with the lowest pinnae pair frequently shorter 
than the next pair above. In subsp. pinetorum the pinnae of each frond unfurl almost 
synchronously whereas in subsp. aquilinum they expand successively, a feature particularly 
noticeable in the early summer. It is of course associated with pine woods and so far has 
only been recorded from a few places in the Scottish Highlands. Its exact relationship with 
Pinus sylvestris is clearly a research project in the making. 

In the afternoon we moved south-west to Loch Insh and more woodland (28/841045). One 
of the most noticeable features of these Eastern Highland woods is the absence of ferns in 
many of them (so very different from the west) but we found A. filix-femina, B. spicant, 
D. dilatata, D. filix-mas and more Pteridium aquilinum subsp. pinetorum (at Adrian’s 1983 
site), as well as, of course, its commoner cousin. Adrian had wanted to show us a plant that 
he thought might be Dryopteris expansa. Roger felt it had more the appearance and 
characteristics of D. carthusiana. Expert verification later by Mary Gibby proved Roger 
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right although I have to confess it was the most unlikely looking D. carthusiana to me. 
Clearly I need to go on a Dryopteris course: I wonder if the BPS will organise one. 

Meall Tionail, Beinn an Dothaidh, Bridge of Orchy, Argyll (27/343391)  
  – 25 August 
(Participants: Roger Golding, Yvonne Golding, Frank Katzer, Bridget Laue, Richard Lewis, 
Frank McGavigan, Andy MacGregor, Heather McHaffie, Paul Sharp.) 

The purpose of this outing was to monitor a Woodsia alpina site visited by John Mitchell et 
al. in 1978 but probably not recorded since then. Our problem was that the site is across two 
rivers and up a steep hillside, easily reached in good weather, but not in the conditions we 
faced – rain and yet more rain. Scottish mountains in bad weather can be dangerous places 
and I was worried, especially when there were murmurings from some about their ability to 
cope. Should I call the whole day off, or split the party in two leaving half the group to wait 
in the rain while the other half pushed on? In the end we all went on, wading the rivers up 
to our knees, and slowly picking our way up to the site.  

Or what I thought was the site, but of course I was wrong, there being no sign of Woodsia 
alpina. As always Frank Katzer came to the rescue and was soon scurrying across the 
hillside examining each outcrop of rock until he found one with evidence of basic seepage, 
in this case in the form of Asplenium trichomanes. He called the rest of us up and to add to 
his triumph the rain stopped, the sun shone, and we found lots of ferns. As well as the 
A. trichomanes there were plants of A. viride, Blechnum spicant (strange for a limey 
outcrop), Cystopteris fragilis, Polystichum aculeatum, P. lonchitis, and a little way off, 
Cryptogramma crispa. The clubmosses Huperzia selago and Selaginella selaginoides were 
also present. Flowering plants, as identified by Andy MacGregor, were represented by 
Sedum rosea, Rubus saxatilis, Galium boreale, Angelica sylvestris, Geranium sylvaticum, 
Plantago maritime, Oxyria digyna, Silene acaulis, Solidago virgaurea, and Rhinanthus 
minor – a veritable alpine garden. And the Woodsia? Well that was a little disappointing – 
four small clumps, clearly not thriving or spreading but no worse than as reported by John 
Mitchell in 1978. But we duly completed a record card, and Roger Golding took 
photographs, all of which will be copied to the local Vice-county Recorder as well as to 
Scottish Natural Heritage. So what’s a wet sock or two when it comes to fern recording duties? 

Kintyre, Argyll – 15-16 September 
(Participants: Pat Batty, Wendy Byford, Frank Katzer, Frank McGavigan, Heather McHaffie, 
Christine & Livingston Russell, Ian Teesdale.) 

An invitation to Kintyre from a group of local botanists, who had sought help from Heather 
on fern identification, was too good an opportunity to miss, as, although home to some fern 
rarities, this beautiful peninsula is too remote for many visitors. We began the weekend at 
the Russells’ house in Peninver: hot coffee, home-made cake and dramatic views out to sea 
with seals in the near distance tempted us to stay put all day, but there was work to be done. 
First stop, a nearby roadside dyke (16/7572 2391), from where Polypodium cambricum, 
almost unknown in Scotland, had been recorded in the past. The plants we saw certainly 
looked like P. cambricum, but afterwards, using the Russells’ microscope, Heather was able 
to show they were P. interjectum. Incorrectly recorded in the past? Or had we homed in on 
the wrong plants? This was the only disappointment of the weekend but the Russells 
promised to continue the search. 

Next we spent some time in the wood that forms part of the Russells’ extensive garden. 
Given mixed woodland in the west of Scotland it was no surprise to find Athyrium filix-
femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris aemula, members of the Dryopteris affinis agg.  
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(we positively identified D. affinis and D. borreri), D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, Oreopteris 
limbosperma and Polypodium vulgare, but there is a streak of limestone running through 
the garden and so we also found Asplenium scolopendrium, Polystichum aculeatum, and 
much to the delight of Christine, who had not realised it was there, P. setiferum. The 
cultivated part of the garden, which incidentally is spectacular and beautifully maintained, 
had several wild plants of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum and A. trichomanes, as well as 
introduced exotics such as Adiantum pedatum, A. venustum, Blechnum chilense, Dicksonia 
antarctica and Woodwardia radicans. 

We then travelled slightly north to Ardnacross and the only known site in Scotland for 
Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum (better known as A. billotii) (16/76642554). We 
counted 141 clumps over a 2x10m area of dolerite dyke. Only 18 had been recorded in 1971 
so clearly the colony is thriving. We also noted the similar A. adiantum-nigrum, and, nearer 
the sea, A. marinum. 

After lunch we moved on to Saddell to another stretch of old mixed woodland (16/797318). 
Here we were rewarded with Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. scolopendrium, 
A. trichomanes, Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis agg., 
D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, both D. aemula and D. expansa, Oreopteris limbosperma, 
Polypodium vulgare, and Pteridium aquilinum. But the main reason for our visit was to find 
filmy ferns, and sure enough both Hymenophyllum tunbrigense and H. wilsonii were in 
great abundance, and as a bonus we learned from our hosts a mnemonic to distinguish them 
– ‘tunbrigense with teeth, wilsonii without’. 

With Sunday came heavy rain, but undaunted, we first sought in vain in Tangy Wood for 
Dryopteris carthusiana, and then went to Aros Moss (16/679228), where of course there 
was unexpectedly lots of D. carthusiana, and some fine specimens of Osmunda regalis, the 
original reason for our visit. On a roadside wall in Campbeltown (16/71092037) our hosts 
pointed out Asplenium ceterach, A. ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, and 
Polypodium interjectum. 

 
photo:  H. McHaffie 

Among the ferns in Saddell wood, Argyll 
Frank McGavigan, Ian Teesdale, Christine Russell,  

Pat Batty, Frank Katzer, Livingston Russell 
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After again taking advantage of the Russells’ hospitality to shelter from the rain and eat 
lunch (we repaid their generosity by infecting them with the fern bug), a few of us 
travelled to Claonaig in the north of the peninsula to the, until recently, only known site 
for Dryopteris × sarvelae (D. carthusiana × D. expansa) (16/8600 5535). I understand 
this hybrid is now being found elsewhere. Here in very acidic, old oak woodland it 
proliferates, though neither of its parents seems to be present. There were lots of small, 
young plants, indicating that spores are viable. Also present were Oreopteris 
limbosperma (the dominant species), Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris aemula, D. dilatata, 
Pteridium aquilinum, and epiphytic Polypodium vulgare. A beautiful spot with the 
persistent rain only adding to the drama of the roaring burn that flows through the 
wood. 

Dollar Glen and Rumbling Bridge, Clackmannanshire – 13 October 
(Participants: Adrian & Janet Dyer, Grant Fortune, Frank Katzer, Bridget Laue, Paul Sharp, 
Frank McGavigan, Chris Nicholson, Andrew Sanderson.) 

With the mist swirling overhead and Castle Campbell emerging through the trees at the top, 
our visit to the dramatic ravine of Dollar Glen (26/963989) was like stepping into the pages 
of Scottish mythology. The steep flanks of the glen are covered with ferns revelling in the 
damp shade and creating such a beautiful scene that we were tempted to abandon formal 
recording in favour of just enjoying the overall spectacle. Certainly, on this our last outing 
of the year, no one had the inclination to decipher the intricacies of the Dryopteris affinis 
agg. It was a day for lumping and liking. 

In the mixed woodland, we inevitably came across other Dryopteris (D. filix-mas and 
D. dilatata) as well as Athyrium filix-femina (now going over) and Blechnum spicant. These 
were growing in the accumulated acidic humus on the surface. Where the underlying rock 
was exposed, the fern flora changed to more calcicole species, notably Polystichum 
aculeatum (here in abundance) and Asplenium scolopendrium (some with very narrow 
fronds) with the occasional A. trichomanes. Polypodium interjectum was also present, 
although we could not quite reach a frond to be 100% certain. Polypodium vulgare was 
growing epiphytically on oak and sycamore (and also unusually on ash), and on a few trees 
was present all the way up the trunks, creating a tropical appearance. Some of these 
polypodies seemed large and vigorous with a good chance that they were the hybrid P. × 
mantoniae. 

The walls of Castle Campbell carried a fine crop of Asplenium trichomanes, but also 
A. adiantum-nigrum, A. ruta-muraria and Cystopteris fragilis, as well as the odd 
Polypodium and Athyrium. Grant told us that the garden had once had a small fernery but 
this has disappeared, no doubt the victim of horticultural ignorance. Beyond the castle, 
where the hillside becomes more open, Pteridium aquilinum and Oreopteris limbosperma 
predominated, but both were past their summer best. 

After a leisurely lunch we moved on to Rumbling Bridge (36/016995), so named because 
here the River Devon roars through a spectacularly deep and narrow gorge with dramatic 
sound effects. The path is laid out with platforms strategically sited to give the best views of 
the rushing water, but also coincidentally of the ferns. Again the exposed rock encourages 
Polystichum aculeatum, Asplenium scolopendrium, A. trichomanes and Polypodium 
interjectum. In the leaf litter above grew the more usual Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris 
affinis agg., D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, and in the more open areas Pteridium aquilinum, with 
Polypodium vulgare in the trees. But, as at Dollar Glen, a mere list of ferns cannot do 
justice to the magical beauty of this gorge. Both sites are easy of access with well-defined 
paths and frequent resting points from which to admire the rushing water and majestic trees, 
and of course tick off a few ferns. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /JPXEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG2000
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 100
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


