
Les Bruyères 
Map : 1/25000 Villard de Lans IGN  Top25 3236 OT 

From La Chapelle-en-Vercors to the « Grands Goulets », the D 518 road follows a dry valley the formation of 

which is related to the ice ages.  

During these glacial periods large parts of the southern Vercors were ice covered (Hauts Plateaux, and, 

partially, Vassieux and Font d’Urle plateaux). The Vernaison valley was also occupied by a few hundred 

meters thick glacier which divided in two parts by glacial diffluence, allowing a glacier tongue to reach the La 

Chapelle-en-Vercors basin. At the beginning of interglacial periods, melting of these ice caps liberated huge 

amounts of water which flowed on a still 

impermeable soil because of 

permafrost, resulting in the valley 

formation and eventually participating in 

the cutting of the amazing “Grands 

Goulets” gorges. 

After total melting of permafrost and 

glaciers, water, now less abundant, 

found its way through the fractured 

limestone leading to the dry valley we 

can now see. 

The eastern slope of “Les Bruyères” 

area is cut by several small wet, 

wooded and sandy coombs converging 

northwards to the valley bottom, 

crossing different geological layers, 

different soils and then different 

habitats.  

From a recent visit by Luc Garraud 

(CBNA) this area appears to be rich in 

acid loving mosses, liverworts and 

sphagnum. The list of ferns already 

identified is given below but other 

species are probably present. 

Pteridophytes already identified on the “Les Bruyères” area (database of the Conservatoire 

Botanique National Alpin) : 

Asplenium ceterach L. 

Asplenium fontanum (L.) Bernh. 

Asplenium ruta-muraria L. 

Asplenium scolopendrium L. 

Asplenium trichomanes L. subsp. quadrivalens D.E. 

Meyer 

Athyrium distentifolium Tausch ex Opiz 

Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth 

Blechnum spicant (L.) Roth 

Dryopteris affinis (Lowe) Fraser-Jenkins subsp. 

borreri (Newman) Fraser-Jenkins 

Dryopteris carthusiana (Vill.) H.P. Fuchs 

Dryopteris dilatata (Hoffm.) A. Gray 

Dryopteris filix-mas (L.) Schott 

Equisetum arvense L. 

Equisetum sylvaticum L. 

Equisetum telmateia Ehrh. 

Lycopodium clavatum L. 

Oreopteris limbosperma (All.) Holub 

Polypodium vulgare L. 

Polystichum aculeatum (L.) Roth 

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn 

Meeting and starting point:  “Les Baraques” parking 


