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The « Domaine des Ecouges » is situated on the western edge of the Vercors. It was acquired in 2003 by the 

Isère department. Les Ecouges is now used specifically as a site for environmental education as well as a 

field laboratory for biodiversity studies. The site has a long history of interaction between man and nature. 

During the Middle Ages, in 1116, a Chartreuse monastery was built and the monks settled in this remote 

place which they perceived as a “spiritual desert”. The monastery was abandoned in 1391 because of 

conflicts with local communities and the very difficult living conditions. The ruins of the convent church are 

now protected from weather elements, but many aspects like grain mill, millstone quarry and of some other 

constructions (hydraulic equipment, houses…) are still visible. 

Over the following centuries, intense forestry, agriculture, sheep and bovine breeding, has left a denuded 

area submitted to extensive charcoal burning, up until the middle of the XIXth century.  

Archaeological digs have also led to the discovery of it being an important site for the extraction of sandstone 

millstones; it is estimated that about 300-500 grinders have been produced there from the XIIth to the XIVth 

centuries. 

The XIXth century will see the development of forest culture for lumber fir and spruce (charcoal in diminution). 

In 2010, the Ecouges Biological Reserve is created: henceforth, 250 ha of forest are without any human 

intervention, under the National Forestry Organism management. 
 

Because of an overthrust fault, the site of a total area of 920 ha extends between two Urgonian cliffs, from 

800 to 1600 m. Limestone and sandstone are the principal rocks. This protected natural area is characterized 

by fog, higher rainfall and hygrometry. Many torrents and small streams are present. 
 

Due to a complex topography (various expositions, altitude) and to its substratum diversity (massive 

limestone, fissured rocks, lapiaz, …) as well as past human interventions, the site presents a wide range of 

habitats mainly situated in the montane zone: forests (71%), mainly beech, fir, spruce); rocky areas (10%; 

cliffs, screes); pastures (10%); coppices and shrubs (9%). Few localized wetland habitats are also present 

and are very interesting for the particular fauna and flora they contain. 

 

 

 

 

Pteridophytes already identified in Les Ecouges area observed by Jean Charles Villaret (database 

of the Conservatoire Botanique National Alpin) : 

Asplenium fontanum (L.) Bernh.   

Asplenium ramosum L.   

Asplenium ruta-muraria L.   

Asplenium scolopendrium L.   

Asplenium trichomanes L.  

   subsp. quadrivalens D.E. Meyer   

Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth   

Blechnum spicant (L.) Roth   

Botrychium lunaria (L.) Swartz   

Cystopteris alpina (Lam.) Desv.   

Cystopteris fragilis (L.) Bernh.   

Dryopteris affinis (Lowe) Fraser-Jenkins  

   subsp. borreri (Newman) Fraser-Jenkins 

Dryopteris carthusiana (Vill.) H.P. Fuchs  

Dryopteris dilatata (Hoffm.) A. Gray   

Dryopteris filix-mas (L.) Schott   

Dryopteris x-complexa Fraser-Jenkins   

Equisetum arvense L.   

Equisetum fluviatile L.   

Equisetum hyemale L.   

Equisetum palustre L.   

Equisetum telmateia Ehrh.   

Gymnocarpium dryopteris (L.) Newman   

Gymnocarpium robertianum (Hoffm.) Newman 

Oreopteris limbosperma (All.) Holub   

Phegopteris connectilis (Michaux) Watt   

Polypodium vulgare L.   

Polystichum aculeatum (L.) Roth   

Polystichum lonchitis (L.) Roth   

Polystichum setiferum (Forssk†l) Woynar  

Polystichum x illyricum (Borb.) Hahne   

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn  

Starting point: Pont Chabert, see the map 
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