
SHORT NOTE

PLAGIOGYRIA MINUTA IS DISTINCT FROM P. EGENOLFIOIDES

VAR. EGENOLFIOIDES

Two fern collections from Gunung Gaharu, Serian District, 1st Division, Sarawak, on

the border with Kalimantan in Borneo, have usually been filed with grammitid ferns in

herbaria. They are Anderson SAR 15696 and Ilias & Azahari SAR 35673, both seen in K

and SAR, and said to be in L also. Both collections grew on sandstone cliffs, at 610 m

and 790 m respectively, and are conspecific. They differ from grammitids in numerous

morphological characters, however, and actually belong to Plagiogyria.

The Flora Malesiana treatment of Plagiogyria (Zhang & Nooteboom, 1998) provides

the most up-to-date account of the genus in Borneo, but the specimens were difficult to

key to species because although they had the crenate sterile pinna margins of P.

egenolfioides (Baker) Copel., the sterile pinnae were slightly narrowed at base, not

auriculate which is a character of this species. The key to varieties of P. egenolfioides

indicates that the collections belong to var. egenolfioides, being dwarf and with obscure

aerophores only at the stipe base, but the description of this variety also states that most

of the sterile pinnae are auriculate. Plagiogyria minuta Copel. is listed in the synonymy

of P. egenolfioides var. egenolfioides and examination of the image of the type, MICH

1190812, shows that not only is it the same taxon as the Gunung Gaharu plants, but also

that it would not key to P. egenolfioides var egenolfioides either, because of the shape of

the pinna bases. Copeland (1915) noted that P. minuta was “an evident and near relative

of P. egenolfioides, but much smaller throughout, and the sterile pinnae usually narrowed

at the base instead of cordate or auricled”. The Flora Malesiana account needs to be

revised to take into account the differences between the two taxa.
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