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Useful book information. 

I have just discovered a useful book 

publisher: Forgotten Books. A British 

company reprinting  old books. I have 

just purchased E J Lowe’s  Our Native 

Ferns, Vol 1. Vol 2 will be ordered 

shortly (up-date—its just arrived!) 

They have quite a number of Fern 

books listed, ideal if you have the 

original editions but don’t want to 

touch them, or, like me, don’t have 

them but want the information. 

Have a look at: 

www.ForgottenBooks.com 

Polypodium Richard Keyes. 

We couldn't really start with anything else. The above photos show my main 

clump, growing in shade, and a small piece I moved last year into a more ex-

posed position, both to see how the different conditions affected the plant and 

as a back-up. 

As you all know, this plant was originally discovered in1668 by Richard Kayse of 

Bristol at Dinas Powys in South Wales. 

I know Julian is hoping to visit the site in the near future, so hopefully he can 

confirm it is still thriving there. 

Present and Correct 

I can confirm that, as of July 

this year, the colony of Poly-

podium  vulgare Ramosum 

Hillman is still growing well 

on the wall at Grange in the 

Lake District. 

The colony was further along 

and down the wall com-

pared to my last visit some 

10 years ago, due to a dense 

overhanging tree shading it 

out, but it is still going 

strong. 

See over for photographic 

evidence: 



A little Rant. 

This is not aimed at any person or persons, just at a situation. 

The naming of the Southern Polypody. 

I know that the earliest name should be used and Linnaeus named the Welsh plant cambricum, how-

ever my understanding of the purpose of the system was to add clarity, avoid confusion and describe 

relationships between organisms. Using cambricum as a species name when we also have it as a varie-

ty does not do this.  I read in an earlier version of the code that later names could be used if reverting 

to an earlier name would create unnecessary confusion, however reading the latest version (a couple 

of years ago), this paragraph seems to have gone. 

Species names are supposed to delineate species, i.e. the total population of an organism that is capa-

ble of successfully reproducing. Naming a species after a sterile variety would seem to contradict this. 

I’m not sure many botanists would consider relying on a small group of, possibly, rather eccentric hu-

mans, swapping cuttings as a viable reproductive strategy for any species. 

You will see that I have avoided the situation here by only using the cultivar name. I know that’s 

cheating  but I decided that discretion is the better part of valour on this. 

I will just re-iterate that this is not aimed at any person or persons, just a situation. 

Ramosum Hillman 



Asplenium scolopendrium Crispum Peraferens. 

Many years ago from a BPS sowing of Asplenium scolopendrium  Peraferens I was lucky enough to get a couple of Crispum 

forms. At the time I was not aware how lucky I was, having never seen the Peraferens form, I was, however, impressed with 

the degree of puckering that the main plant produced, when growing in the raised bed by the side of my Cactus house, at 

Westfield Lane. It wasn't until Tim, I think, saw it, and became quite excited that I fully realised that I had something special. 

A couple of years ago, at the Cultivar meeting held at Martin Rickards I managed to spread this plant around a little, having 

split the clump into 6. I kept 2 and Martin, Tim, Gert-Jan and Julian  had a crown each, hopefully they will be able to spread it 

further if they haven't already. 

I had always known that the second plant was a little different ,with a  stipe longer than the  blade, but it wasn't until this 

year, when I had to dig all the Scollies up to re-do the bed (I needed to get rid of several tons of clay from having a large pa-

tio dug out—the lawn and surrounding area rose by several inches!) that I realised that the second plant was equally inter-

esting. On the best of the fronds the tip crosses to leave a little window through which the projecting horn can be seen. 

A couple of crowns of this form have now been taken off and are with Julian and Gert-Jan, so, hopefully, this will also be 

gradually spread around, just in case I loose either of mine, its always good to have a little insurance on these matters. 

Clone A 

Clone B 

Clone B frond 


