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I with interest read your article on ‘Plumosum Bevis’. Cor van de Moesdijk, who selected ‘Green 
Lace’ (see above), told me some years ago how to search for spore cases on Bevis. Early in the 
year indeed, when they still are light green (greenish dots that go for a walk after discovery are 
bugs). Once sori have ripened they merge with brown bits of died tissue et cetera and become 
untraceable. In general there is a better chance of finding spore cases on young fronds of the sec-
ond generation, those that sprout later in the year. I told Gert-Jan and he probably is the one that 
tipped you. Cor has successfully collected and sown Bevis spores on several occasions. They are 
rare but not extremely so. I tried his method and right the first year found a few sori on two of 
my three plants. Sadly a fungus killed the prothallia and sporophytes. Must give it another try this 
year. I will come back to my third Bevis below. 
There is a simple way of finding a spore case back several months later, when it has ripened: gen-
tly tie a piece of red thread to the pinna immediately after you struck gold. Make sure you have a 

Welcome everyone, again I had a good, positive response from the last edition, but,  

unfortunately, no suggestions as to the correct name for my D. filix-mas decomposita! 

Some of you may have spotted that the first two newsletters are now on the website. Future editions will be going on a 

week or so after issue. Many thanks to Andrew Leonard for this. 

I am very grateful to Fred Brounen for the piece below giving more “Bevis” information (I have wool ready) with photos by 
the author and to Julian Reed for the piece on Nephrodium molle var corymbiferum  

More on ‘Bevis’ 

Article and photos by Fred Brounen 



 

a thread at hand 
when you start 
searching. Hav-
ing to go inside 
to plunder the 
knitting basket 
after you found 
a spore case al-
most certainly 
will result in 
never finding it 
again.  
Bevis is capri-
cious when it 
comes to propa-
gation and sow-
ings are a mish-
mash (Van de 
Moesdijk 1993). 
Part of the yield 
will appear to 
have reverted to 
the wild type. If 
you are lucky a 
small percentage 

will be gracile and airy. There is no guarantee though that representatives of these sought-after 
gracile types will be present. Cor’s most recent sowing produced a lot of foliose plants but not a 
single ‘Gracillimum’ or similar. Many of the Bevis’ offspring resemble the mother plant, but can 
show slight differences, e.g. a coarse texture. In the early days, when Bevis was a coveted, not 
yet tissue cultured treasure, these probably were traded as true Bevises (not sure if this is the 
correct plural. Sounds a bit like Gollum taking an interest in ferns). This certainly might explain 
some of the differences we see  today, as you suggested. 
And then there is the third Bevisy fern in my garden, that I suspect to be the result of tissue cul-
turing. I bought it as a Bevis, but secretly hoped it was a fern even more noble, judging from the 
sole frond present. The gamble did not pay off. I can’t show a recent photo, for it is not that pho-
togenic at the moment (no foxes or badgers here, but a good winter storm and freezing tempera-
tures have done the trick). Perhaps some pictures from a few years back will do. The plant is not 
sure what it wants to be. In a good year parts of it come close to ‘Green Lace’, in a bad it doesn’t 
go beyond ‘some lesser, unstable kind of setiferum’. Compared to a classic Bevis propagated by 
splitting it is rather diminutive, somewhat untidy-looking, pinnae and frond tips only partly are 
falcate and it produces aberrant (see above and right) and different types of fronds. Sometimes I 
still wonder what to call it. It apparently is 
not the only Bevis with an identity crisis. In 

a German forum of fern enthusiasts (https://
forum.garten-pur.de/index.php/
topic,60153.0.html) more than once obser-
vations were made on somewhat smallish, 
deviating plants with aberrant fronds, that 
were sold as Bevis. Micropropogation was 
the cause suggested. These ferns are more 
intriguing than a must have, but neverthe-
less part of the history of Bevis. Which is 
why I haven’t expelled my specimen from 
the garden (yet).  
 
 
1 This lush, less airy type of frond alas does not occur 
every year. It could be the result of a period of stress 
(splitting) followed by pampering (fertilizing and/or 
rich soil). 
2 Moesdijk, Cor van de, 1993. “Plumosum Bevis” en 
“Plumosum Gracillimum”. Beroemde variëteiten van 
Polystichum setiferum, een mooie buitenvaren. Varen
-Varia, 6e jaargang (no. 4), 27-36. 
 

https://forum.garten-pur.de/index.php/topic,60153.0.html
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https://forum.garten-pur.de/index.php/topic,60153.0.html


Some thoughts on the future (mine).     (copyright free photo  from the web) 

 

 You may be wondering why there is a photo of a baby panda and it’s mother in the middle of this piece. It is 

not, as some of you who know me might think, because I am mixing up a bamboo newsletter with the fern cultivar 

newsletter. It is because this might get a little heavy, bordering on depressing , further down, so the photo is to give 

you something uplifting to look at should it be needed. 

 It is a sad fact that none of us are getting younger and eventually we are no longer going to be here, something 

recently brought home strongly with the so sad loss of Tim. We have all lost a great colleague and an irreplaceable 

source of knowledge. 

 I know, from chats with many of you, that one of the reasons many of us are part of this group is to help ensure 

we never again see anything like another Cranfield Collection loss, quick glance at Pandas required. 

 From my days as a member of the Cactus and Succulent Society I heard of a number of excellent collections 

where the owner had passed away and, 

by the time probate etc. was sorted, all 

but the toughest plants had died, either 

from neglect, or the owner’s family and 

friends overwatering due to a lack of 

knowledge. While in no way comparing 

my collection to Cranfield’s or, indeed, 

many of yours, I do have some things of 

interest ,and I would hate them to go 

the way of the above.  

 To avoid this happening to my 

ferns (and other plants) after I have 

gone, I have asked my wife, to, as soon 

as possible, contact the three members 

she knows best: Stephen Munyard, Jul-

ian and Gert-Jan, to ask them  to con-

tact as many members as possible to arrange a trip down here to take away anything of interest that my family don’t 

want to keep (I suspect that will be few, if any). 

 It is possible that, coming down here and digging things up, may make some of you feel uncomfortable, and I 

can understand this. Many years ago, when my father’s cousin died, she left instructions that I was to have any of the 

cacti and succulents I wanted, from her collection. Going into her greenhouse without her being with me felt so 

wrong, and taking plants out even more so. In fact I was so reluctant that her daughter had to send me back three 

times to take more! 

 If any of you feel like this, please remember: I am now , personally, inviting you to take and look after, or pass 

on, my plants. I have plants here from several departed members and I recall those people when I stop and look at the 

plants. Every time one of your visitors comments and you say:“ are yes, that came from Mark’s collection” , then, in a 

way, you are keeping me going as well! 

 I feel that I should, at this point, mention that I have no expectation that you will be getting this call any time 

soon, in fact my aim is to outlive you all, but I might fail! 

 It should also be noted that if you turn up with spade, fork and pots to strip the garden with me still here, you 

may not get such a friendly reception, or the offer of a cup of tea/coffee! 

     Things cheer up again now.. 



“New“ Cultivar 

Polystichum setiferum Multilobum group ‘Alpha’ 

 This is a form I grew many years ago from spore, presumably BPS, but it might have been from another of my plants. I 

am afraid my record keeping (and now memory) is not of the highest order. I grew on several plants and noticed subtle 

differences between them, so, to make life easier for myself I decided to name them all, starting next to the path with 

‘Alpha’ and working across the garden as far as ‘Epsilon’. 

 As it happened, the best plant from the batch was next to the path so became ’Alpha’. The photo below shows ‘Alpha’ 

and ‘Beta’ growing in my previous garden in Westfield Lane where some of you may have seen it. When we decided to 

downsize I was limited in what I could bring so only ‘Alpha’ and the most different (‘Delta’) came with me. The rest were tak-

en away by members when I held a “take what you want” day. They must have been good plants because even Stephen 

Munyard took one, which I saw looking wonderful a few weeks ago, and he does not grow cultivars! 

  

 

Several members have commented positively on this plant over the years, but it steadfastly refused to multiply, however 

eventually it did produce a small pup which I managed to pass on the Julian, where it is thriving, and one poorly bulbil which I 

passed to Gert-Jan to see if he could save it, I think, without success.  

 Last autumn I spotted a few more bulbils, which I have removed and currently have pegged down, in the hope that 

they will fare better. If they do, Gert-Jan will be getting one, one I will keep as a back up and any others will be distributed to 

the poor and needy amongst you.  

 The reason I am keeping one is that the original is not looking happy. Two years ago I had to move it three times in a 

couple of weeks as we were having work done for a new patio,  and a mini digger in, then back in a second time. ‘Alpha’ still 

hasn't forgiven me for the disruption. I hope it eventually does!  

 Up-date. I removed the covering leaves off the crown yesterday and it has a number of strong looking croziers and, 

possibly, a second crown. 



Classic variety 

   Article and photo by Julian Reed 

 

Nephrodium molle var corymbiferum  

Found this variety as a dried specimen in the BPS herbarium at Wisley and I suspect it is pre 1900. 

This picture is of it from Lowe’s  Ferns British and Exotic  

To my surprise found a picture of a living plant on a French website but have had no response from 
them as yet as its Easter perhaps? 

Looking into the name on line it’s Synonym is Christella dentata (Forssk.) Brownsey & Jermy 

Also there was and American plant called Grandiceps  

Christella is very easy to grow in a greenhouse even a cold one, it might be hardy in sheltered spots in 
the garden and lowe said it was almost a weed in greenhouses. 

Have any of you seen or got this Nephrodium?  

Please let us know  

 

https://www.gbif.org/species/7160028

