
SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF THE AUTHORS

Daniel Brunton was born in Ottawa, Canada on 17 May 1948. He grew up in that area
and graduated with a Geography degree from Carleton University, Ottawa, in 1973. A
keen naturalist from an early age, he translated that interest into summer employment
and then permanent work in provincial parks in Ontario and Alberta (1967-1979),
involved in the areas of environmental interpretation, ecological inventories and systems
planning. 

The lessons learned in parks prepared him for a career as an independent ecological
consultant from which he retired (mostly) in 2017. Encouragement from federal
government scientists in Ottawa and insights gained from expert associates in those field
endeavors encouraged his interest in natural history generally and botany in particular.

334                                                                                             FERN GAZ. 20(8). 2018

Isoetologists (left to right) Carl Taylor, Angelo Troia and Daniel Brunton visiting bedrock
outcrop Isoetes sites (I. piedmontana is abundant in the flooded erosion pits visible
behind Taylor) at Clover, South Carolina, USA, 2 April 2016 (Photo: Gerry Taylor).



An extensive series of field based studies across Canada resulted in numerous
publications on rare flora and fauna, especially pteridophytes, from the 1970s through
the 1990s and the development of a very large (20,000 specimen) private herbarium.

Association with the late Donald M. Britton, foremost Canadian pteridologist, drew
Brunton into the challenging - perplexing! - world of ‘Isoetology’ in the late 1980s.
Beginning with their discovery of an undescribed hybrid, the Britton and Brunton team
explored Isoetes throughout North American and beyond. They generated numerous
papers between 1989 and 2006, describing over a dozen new species, hybrids and
subspecies. To date, Brunton has produced 49 publications dealing with the taxonomy,
diversity, distribution, ecology and conservation of Isoetes in North America, Asia and
Europe.

Angelo Troia was born in Palermo, Italy on 3 September 1967 and grew up in Sicily.
After obtaining a degree in Natural Sciences at the University of Palermo in 1991 and
doing his (obligatory) service in the Italian Navy, he undertook PhD studies in Plant
Biosystematics and Ecology between Florence and Bologna (Italy). His doctoral thesis
was on the systematics and biogeography of the rare insular endemic Cytisus aeolicus
Guss. (Fabaceae). Returning to Sicily in 1997, he was introduced to the fantastic world
of Mediterranean quillworts by the late Prof. Enrico Bellini, his studies focussing on
caryological, taxonomic and ecological aspects of various species. 

At the IX OPTIMA Meeting in Paris, in May 1998, Troia and Bellini presented a
poster about the (previously unknown) chromosome number of the Mediterranean Isoetes
durieui. After a period as Director of the Trapani Saltworks Nature Reserve in western
Sicily, he returned to academic research in 2007, working as a botanical researcher at
the University of Palermo. There he prepared the treatments for the three lycophyte
families for the project “Flora Critica d’Italia”. 

Troia’s ongoing research is focused on the diversity, ecology and biogeography of
plants, with a particular focus on the genus Isoetes (and other lycophytes and ferns),
freshwater plants and their habitats, the role of islands in the ecology of the
Mediterranean, and a wide variety of conservation issues. In the course of his studies,
he has produced 27 publications involving the taxonomy, biogeography, cytology,
ecology and conservation of Isoetes. His most recent area of research is the study of
Characeae (green algae).
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