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and expanded by J. Edgington. 2016. 59 pp. ISBN O-9509806-1-7. Published by The
British Pteridological Society. Price £5.

The scientific names of plants are often puzzling and their meanings frequently obscure.
Many users of these names find their translation and origin fascinating. Finding
information regarding the names of ferns and particularly the myriad of cultivar
applications is especially difficult. J.W (Jimmy) Dyce remedied this situation with the
publication of this small book in 1988. Proving to be very popular it was reprinted in
1994 but has been difficult to obtain for several years. It is therefore a great pleasure to
receive this new edition, greatly expanded and enhanced by Professor John Edgington.

Compared with the first edition, Dyce’s original text is mostly retained unaltered,
however there are significant additions that considerably improve the utility of the book.
Starting with the introduction Dyce gives a brief explanation of history of using Latin
for the naming of plants and why it is still used in the modern era. He also alludes to the
particular problem of fern cultivar nomenclature, which even today does not seem to be
resolved to the satisfaction of all. (The problem arises because many fern cultivar names
are actually brief descriptions or polynominals, and were abandoned in other areas of
botanical nomenclature centuries ago). The next section, on the etymology of British
fern generic names, has been fully revised and expanded by Professor Edgington. It now
includes a brief statement regarding the origin of the name as well as the meaning.
(Lycophytes were ignored by Dyce in the first edition but are happily now included
despite making the book’s title slightly imprecise).
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The next chapter is completely new, an etymology of non-British genera including
all those found in Europe and many that are found in cultivation. I found this part
particularly interesting. As in the previous section, both the meaning and origin of the
name is given. The next two sections, both helpful and informative, listing the word
elements at the beginning and end of fern names, are left unrevised.

The next chapter, again new, comprehensively covers most of the specific names of
European ferns including hybrids. This is a most useful addition and many obscure names
are included, the exceptions being a large number of Asplenium hybrids, many only
having been found once. 

In 1984 Dyce published an updated list of British ferns and their current names and
this has been included here, suitably revised taking into account recent research. Under
the same heading, Fern nomenclature – old and new, are two new lists. The first covers
non-native species that have recorded growing in the wild in the British Isles and the
second is a comprehensive list of synonyms of British ferns and lycophytes. Both these
lists are of great interest and will prove to be very useful.

There then follows the largest section of the book, a glossary of fern varietal names.
This formed the major part of the first edition and is included here unchanged. Many of
the terms are also widely used in species names so it is not restricted to horticultural
varieties. Finally there is a new, brief glossary of technical terms and an updated list of
references.

As I hope will be appreciated from this review this is a much improved publication
where John Edgington has managed to retain the content and spirit of Jimmy Dyce’s
original but also sought to include much additional relevant and interesting information.
He has achieved this most successfully and with the book priced at just £5 it must rank
as one of the bargains of the year.

T. Pyner
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