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Marks musings
I am sitting writing this, instead of grass cutting at a local care home because, at long last we actually
have some real, useful rain falling from the sky! I had almost forgotten what it was like. I hope you
have or are all going to be partaking of some of this,
For this edition I would like to especially thank Gert-Jan for his input on Polystichum aculeatum
’Zillertal’ and to Bart Hendrikx and Slawomir Majewski for allowing me to use their photos of Dryopteris
expansa var willeana (Bart) and Polystichum x dycei and P. a. ‘Zillertal’ (Slawomir)

Polypodium vulgare ‘Suprasoriferum’
Doing what it is supposed to.
Lowe, in “Our Native Ferns” reports that it was originally found in 1861, by Mr.G. B. Wollaston near Woolbeding, Sussex.
I must admit I had to look up where Woolbeding was, having never heard of it. To save you doing the same, its close to
Midhurst, a town I have been through (and stuck in traffic trying to get through) many times. Next time I will be looking
out as it would be interesting to know if its still there (the fern, that is).
My photo of the plant in my garden. Grown from BPS spores
Upper surface of frond

Classic cultivar
Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Sagittato-projectum Sclater’
Photo of my plant.

I have not been able to find a great deal out about this, widely grown, cultivar. Charles Drurey, in British Ferns and Their
Varieties mentions a form being found by Sclater in Sligo, amongst other names under ’Sagittato-projectum’ .I couldn't
find it in Lowe’s “Our Native Ferns” but in his little “The Young Collector—British Ferns” he does give a little more detail,
Under Sclateri, Lowe, (Sagittato-projectum Sclater, Wollaston) within his section Sagittatum he confirms that Captain
Sclater found it in Sligo and adds that it was in 1860. He also gives frond dimensions of 23 x 5 (in the widest part) inches.
This is much larger than my plant has ever grown and larger than I have seen with anyone else. Do any of yours match this
size?
Martin Rickard, in The Plantfinder’s Guide to Garden Ferns, under the photo on page 61, gives a height of 12 inches (still
bigger than mine, but getting closer!) and states that it was recently (book published in 2000) re-found in the Jim Lord
collection which was an offshoot of the Bolton collection.
For me, I find it by far the quickest scollie to clump up, rapidly forming a sizable plant and ripe for distributing to new
growers to get them hooked on both cultivars in general and scollies in particular. Which is how I got mine.

My Problem Fern—Dryopteris expansa var willeana
I wonder if any of you have a particular fern you struggle to germinate, or grow ,that should not be a particular problem. I
certainly have with this one.
Many years ago I sowed a pot of BPS spores of Dryopteris dilatata (as was then labelled) var wlleana, having read a very short
but interesting sounding description of it. They germinated reasonably well, certainly well enough for me to be able to pot a
few up for myself and take the rest along to a couple of field meetings where I was able to spread them around. The following year I lost mine, so the year after, as they were on the list again I requested another packet. They failed, as did the next
lot and each time I have tried since. I currently have two pots containing lots of bare soil that are 2 and 3 years old respectively, another year and I will give them up as a failure.
Bart Hendrikx, a few weeks ago posted a photo of his plant, so I was able to see it for the first time. (Great thanks to him for
allowing me to use his photo below). I mentioned in the thread my problems with germinating this and Sue Olsen very kindly
offered to send me some fresh spore from her plant to try. Needless to say I accepted her generous offer and, as I type this,
they are on their way to me. Hopefully I will have success this time and you may see me at a future meeting with young
plants to give away again! - up-date, they arrived this morning (1st July).

A surprise
I imagine most of us grow Polystichum x dycei. My first one (and second, as I lost the first) came from Paul Ripley when I
visited his old garden near Sevenoaks, on one of my earliest meetings. I can still picture his magnificent specimen, the best I
have seen, growing at the end of a sloping ditch. At this time getting one was still a case of who you knew, not what you
knew! Recently it had entered the commercial realm and can be quite often seen ,even in small garden centres. Although I
have not seen it this year yet.

Given this, I was not surprised to see Slawomir post some photos of his plants, but was surprised to see one of them with
black scales ,something I had not seen before or could ever remember anyone mentioning.
Slawomir told me that he first noticed the colour about 3 years ago and wondered id it was, indeed x dycei but it checks out
as such and was a sport from the normal plant.
I think it makes a very good looking fern even better. (and if anyone else has one, please put my name down for a bulbil!)

Thanks again to Slawomir for permission to use his photos.

New Cultivar—Polystichum aculeatum ‘Zillertal’
Sometimes I come across a fern (or other plant—yes, they do exist) where I just have to say “WOW”
This, for me, is such a fern.
Early this year, in the course of a telephone conversation with Gert-Jan, he asked me if I had come across this variety, of
course I had not, but, by a wonderful coincidence, the following day Slawomir Majewski posted two photos of his specimen
on Facebook and he has very kindly given me permission to use them so you too can say :WOW.
I cannot give you any more information on this, other than a few people in Europe have it and one Nursery that does not
sell here grows it ,but hopefully we will start to see it on the spore exchange before too long as I understand from Gert-Jan
that it comes true from spores. We just need someone to donate some.

