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BOOK REVIEW

Polypodium cultivars and species. A review of all known cultivars and species
worldwide. Rickard, M. 2019. Pp. vi + 320. British Pteridological Society Special
Publication No. 16. Price £25.00. 

Polypodium has been a passion of the author over many years, and probably since he
was first introduced to a fern. His interest has encompassed all aspects of the genus, from
the worldwide distribution of the wild species, their recognition, taxonomic complexities
and inter-relationships to the vast array of cultivars that have been recognised since some
of the earliest collections. He has personally cultivated many of these species and
cultivars, travelled widely to see plants in their native habitats, studied a wide range of
historic and recent herbarium specimens, and corresponded extensively with many
experts, thus gaining a unique understanding of the genus. 

This book is his personal view of the genus. He deals very thoroughly with British
and European cultivars – the wide array of diverse forms that have arisen from relatively
few species, and this section will be of particular interest to the enthusiast. But the
remaining third of the volume is devoted to descriptions of taxa from other continents,
from North America, Hawaii, Asia, Australia and Africa, and here not only does he
describe the species, their distributions and varieties, but provides an insight into some
of the outstanding gaps in our knowledge. The book is profusely illustrated with many
of his own colour photographs of plants in cultivation, or in the field, and with useful
images of herbarium specimens. 

Following a short taxonomic history of Polypodium in Chapter 1, he provides a list
of taxa that he recognises and their distribution by geographic region. The focus is then
on cultivars – their naming, the history of their discovery, information on past and present
collectors, and detailed advice on cultivation. The following chapter deals with
Polypodium in Europe, the identification and distribution of the taxa, and recognition of
their hybrids. The next and longest chapter is devoted to cultivars of Polypodium
cambricum, and here his love of the subject is fully expressed in the detailed description
of each cultivar, the history of its discovery, his comments on their naming, and notes
on cultivation etc. A shorter chapter describes the cultivars of Polypodium interjectum,
P. macaronesicum and P. vulgare.

In describing polypods from the rest of the world, the author brings together
information gleaned from the scientific literature and correspondence, with detailed
descriptions, photographs, and personal knowledge gained from fieldwork and/or
cultivation of material [and, of course, illustrates cultivars that have been recognised!].
For North America he usefully presents a series of five  “major problem groups”, and
indicates areas where there are still gaps in our knowledge. For New Zealand, South
Africa and Asia he illustrates some unusual morphologies of so-called Polypodium
vulgare that appear to be crying out for more detailed research.

This book represents many years of serious scholarship that is written and illustrated
in a very accessible style; it is a pleasure to dip into the book and discover some gems. 

MARY GIBBY

This book can be purchased at: https://ebps.org.uk/publications/special-publications/
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