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Mark’s Musings

Another few months have passed and we enter autumn having, at least here in the South East, suffered a
dry summer again. Not quite as bad as last year but it has been at least 4 weeks since we had any rain
(as I write this) to speak of. The washing-up water has, again, been going onto the Scollie bed.
Again I have to thank Slawomir Majewski for permission to use his photos, Bart Hendrikx for contact
information and Wouter van Driel for the information on this editions “New Cultivar” - one I think many of
us will want to add to our collections as soon as possible. Plus a thank you to a local friend of mine—Jim
Handley for allowing me to photograph a couple of his ferns

Classic Cultivar
Athyrium filix-femina ‘Frizelliae’
I am sue that this fern needs no introduction to any of you and most, if not all do, or have, grown it.
The tatting fern (for some reason I always want to add an “L” in there!) was found by Mrs Frizell in 1857, in County Wicklow, Eire.

Original
Clone
The above photo I took in the garden of a friend of mine—Jim Handley, a grower of bulbs and, especially, Cyclamen and
Snowdrops, but many other things as well. - I really should have taken it a couple of weeks earlier, the photo, not the plant!

The photo below I took in Bodnant Gardens at the end of September this year. The second photo shows the frond detail on
my plant.

The Tatting fern also comes in a crested form ‘Frizelliae Cristatum’ and branched ‘Frizelliae Ramosum’,
Below are the tips of a less than overwhelming ‘Frizelliae Cristatum’, but it’s the best I have got!

You might, as I did, be wondering what exactly Tatting is.
While checking things for this I came across “The Ring of Tatters” which appears to be a sort of BPS for Tatting but without
the spore exchange.
According to their article tatting is a form of handmade knotted lace made with thread and, usually a small shuttle which
both holds the thread and moves between the threads that are held on the hand rather than on a loom. Lace made by this
method consists of just small rings, sometimes with arched chains as well. These can be embellished with small loops of
thread which can be decorative and/or used to join sections of the lace together.
Tatting only uses one knot, called the Lark’s head and consists of two half-hitches—you may have to dredge your memories
of being a Scout or Guide to recall half-hitches. Although this is a knot, in Tatting circles it is known as a Double Stitch.
Tatting developed from knotting and appeared in the first half of the 19th century. It, along with other lace making techniques expanded with the introduction of Mercerized threads, a process which made the thread stronger, more slippery and
silk-like and better able to take dyes.
Four years before Mrs Frizell found the fern, there was a big exhibition in Dublin where, among many other crafts, Tatting
was shown. It had come from Ardee, County Louth where the Rectors daughter, Sophie Ellis had taught the local women
and children how to Tat in order to earn some extra money to help alleviate some of the effects of the Irish Potato Famine.
The Town continued making Tatting for many years. There is a wide border held in the Victoria and Albert Museum that was
made in the town in 1880
There is one comment in the pieces I found in the Ring of Tatters articles I'm not sure I like. They say the cut fronds last well
in a vase—sacrilege!

Below a well crested Scollie from the garden of a friend of mine that I had not noticed before. In fairness to me, he has only
recently cut back a shrub that was overgrowing it.
My thanks to Jim Handley for allowing me to photograph and publish it.

When cultivars go bad!
I imagine some of you, looking at the photo below will be shouting “Compost Heap”
However, apart from my inability to compost ferns I intend keeping this plant for a number of reasons other than the fact it
cost me money!
1—As an example of one of those consumer program “competitions” - “Is this the most varieties on one fern” - Or can beat
it?
2—If I have to downsize again I have a decent sized Lady Fern Cultivar collection in one plant.
3— The main reason, I hope to sow spores from the different fronds to see if the offspring are as variable as the parent
plant, or if they follow more closely the particular frond they come from. I remember reading in my early days of membership that if spores were sown from the crested pinnae, there was a greater chance of well-crested offspring. Although I have
tended to collect spores this way I have never actually tested the idea.

Just to be clear this is a single crown, .
am looking forward to seeing how any side crowns develop in the future and if their position relative to a particular frond
has any effect on the development.

Identification Corner
Slawomir Majewski, a few weeks ago, posted on Facebook this Polystichum setiferum cultivar which he had labelled as
’Plumosum’ To me it looked much closer to ‘Plumoso-Multilobum’.
I asked Slawomir if he would allow me to include the photos in the hope that one of you (or several) might be able to identify it to named cultivar.

Photos by Slawomir and used with his permission.

A glance into the future—possibly

One of the great delights of growing cultivars from spores is the excitement when something potentially a bit special appears.
Then its just the challenge of growing it on to maturity and, hopefully, spreading it around.
Two I am particularly excited about: the Polypodium in the pot below, and the Asplenium scolopendrium on the next page.

Spores from Polypodium vulgare ‘Trichomanoides’, not a very good germination rate in this pot and this is the only one
showing anything interesting, everything else, so far, look like they will be standard vulgare, but its early days.

I have only just potted this Asplenium scolopendrium on, It is from a sowing from one of my ‘Sagittato-cristatum‘ but this
particular one is about ten times the size of any of the others in the pot. They others all consist of just one tiny frond, why
this has gone mad I have no idea but, again, I am looking forward to seeing how it develops.

Polypodium
spotted on a
wall at Portmerion.
No chance of
”rescuing” it
from its precarious position.
If any of you
visit in the future, keep a look
out for it so we
can see if it improves with age.
Its half way
down the hill by
the café on the
right as you go
down and has
steps up to it..

New Cultivar
Polypodium cambricum ‘Macrostachyon Lineare’
Slawomir posted this recently on Facebook and, as it was completely new to me I asked him if I could use his photos and
what history he could give. He told me that it had been produced by Wouter van Driel. Thanks to Bart Hendrikx I was able
to contact Wouter who gave me the following information:
About 6 years ago Wouter made a sowing of ‘Macrostachyon’ and selected two plants which were faster growing and had
narrow, linear very short pinnaed fronds. Having grown them on, last year he divided up the clumps to pot into 13cm pots.
Wouter also added a little about himself which some of you will know, but many may not. Wouter has been propagating
ferns for around 35 years professionally and has a range of about 20 sports and selections.
The last photo (by Wouter) shows some of his plants.
I find this a very interesting addition and quite different to the other Polypods we grow.

Photos of Polypodium cambricum ‘Macrostachyon Lineare’ by Slawomir
View of potted ferns by Wouter van Driel.

As the next edition will be in January 2020 may I wish you all a Happy Christmas!
I’m sure you have your Christmas Shopping all done.

