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Autumn Newsletter 2020 
 

Dear fern enthusiast,  
 
In the face of a tumultuous year, thank goodness for the constancy of ferns. Their 
resplendent beauty and quiet majesty are a boon to our homes, gardens, and wild 
lands. 
 
Though this year we have been unable to meet up in person, this has not been all 
bad; as the society has shifted to online meetings, those in far-flung regions have 
had an easier time participating in meetings, and of course the absence of a 
commute has led to a net savings in carbon emissions, which is good for the planet 
in general, and for ferns specifically. 
 
Please send us photos of 
ferns in your homes and 
ferns you’ve seen out 
and about, as this is a 
great way of keeping in 
touch. 
 
We hope to see you all 
next year, but until then, 
stay well! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Ziska and Sophie 
 
Franziska Wittenstein and Sophie Walwin – Publicity Officers   
publicity@ebps.org.uk  
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BPS Letter from the President 
 
 
Dear BPS Member, 
 
Welcome to our Autumn mailing, reaching you as this most extraordinary year is 
drawing to a close. We have all been disappointed that our face-to-face meetings 
could not go ahead, but there has been plenty of BPS activity. I would like to 
welcome our new Committee Secretary, Sue Dockerill, and our new additional 
Publicity and Communications Officer, Franziska Wittenstein, both elected at our 
delayed online AGM in October - thank you both for taking on these important 
roles. 
 
During our Spring lock-down, many of us had more time to attend to our garden 
ferns, and to pay more attention to our local wildlife. I hope that this will translate 
into more fern records, and perhaps more pictures of lovely ferns to enter for our 
new online photographic competition – see details in this Newsletter. 
 
We are finding new ways of working, moving many of our activities online. Have 
you seen the Cyanotype project set up by Sophie and Franziska? You can watch 
their demonstration video on our YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n27B7vxLbvg and you can now purchase our 
exclusive cyanotype cards based on designs by BPS member Dawn Isaac from our 
merchandise.  
 
We have had two successful Committee meetings using Zoom, and although it 
isn’t the same as having physical meetings, the benefits in terms of convenience 
and savings in travel costs (and carbon footprint!) are such that we will continue to 
hold at least some of our meetings online. BPS members have been keeping in 
touch through our social media channels, which can all be accessed via our 
website. 
 
Next year we hope to be able to restart physical meetings, the plan being to re-
schedule the meetings from 2020 if possible. Our indoor meetings will depend on 
restrictions in place at the time, so we will be investigating the possibilities of live-
streaming talks, making it possible to watch from home. We are also excited to 
announce a joint project with the Field Studies Council to set up fern courses with 
them – see Gill Smith’s article about this in the Newsletter. 
 
Just before the Spring lock-down, the Yorkshire group monitored the Killarney 
fern near Bingley. Our delight at finding the colony increasing was rather tempered 
by the feeling that this might be ‘the canary in the mine’ when it comes to warning 
of climate change. We are looking at what the Society can do to reduce our carbon 
footprint and encourage biodiversity. We have a new Fern Monitoring Group 
(FMG), who would welcome your input – see the article in this Newsletter. 
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We are always on the look-out for people to help with running the Society, either 
as officers or committee members, so please get in touch if you would like to be 
involved by emailing President@ebps.org.uk. In particular, at present we need a 
Treasurer elect , and also someone to help with our Special Publications and back 
numbers – see the information in the Newsletter if you think you could help. 
Lastly, a big thank you to all our volunteers who keep the BPS running, and thank 
you to you, our members, for your continuing support.  
 
 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy festive season, 
        
Alison Evans 
 
President, British Pteridological Society  
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2021 Meetings Programme 
 
In view of the on-going situation with Covid-19, we have not 
organised a National or International Meetings programme for 2021 
apart from the AGM which will be held by Zoom in April 2021. 

If the situation improves, we hope to be able to roll forward some of the meetings 
cancelled from 2020, and further details would be given in the Bulletin Mailing 
before the AGM. Our President has mentioned the possibility of indoor meetings 
in her letter. 

For local meetings, Regional Organisers will be deciding, as usual, what to do 
about their own programmes. 

Bryan Smith 

Meetings Secretary 

 

The Pteridologist Needs You! 
 

Do you have an idea for an article for the 2021 issue of The Pteridologist? What 
are always needed are horticulture-based articles and interesting fillers that could 
be about anything ‘ferny’. 

Is there anyone out there growing unusual ferns in their garden, growing ferns in 
unusual situations, or just simply finding that ferns grow unusually? Any ferny 
projects that you are involved with? Have you any images of a ferny nature; 
house/road names, furniture, sculpture, etc. that could be used as fillers, or even as 
the subject of a short article? Do you have a collection of cultivars that could be of 
interest? Are you thinking of an article but would like some guidance or advice? 

For help or advice, please get in touch with the editor, Alec Greening, at 
alec.greening49@gmail.com.  

To submit a finished article, please send it to Chris Evans, the receiving editor, at 
receiving@ebps.org.uk  

Articles must be submitted by the end of February 2021. 
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Fern hardiness questionnaire 
 
Don’t forget to let us know how your ferns have fared through last 
Winter by filling out our questionnaire. Thanks to Julian Reed for 
writing the questions. You can access the questionnaire on this link: 
https://ebps.org.uk/fern-hardiness-questionnaire/  
 

Drought-Tolerant Cheilanthes and Pellaea 
Cultivation Questionnaire 

 
Kew Diploma student Luigi Leoni is writing his dissertation on 
drought-tolerant Cheilanthes (lip ferns) and Pellaea (cliffbrakes). 
He is seeking participants in his questionnaires to aid in his research. Please submit 
your questionnaires by 20th December 2020. Participation is greatly appreciated! 
 
For the general questionnaire, please visit https://ebps.org.uk/questionnaire-bps-
general-form/ 
 
For the species-specific questionnaire, please visit 
https://ebps.org.uk/questionnaire-bps-general-form/questionnaire-bps-fern-species-
form/ 
 

Nominations for Committee posts 
 
The society is run by a large Committee made up of the Officers, 
key post holders and up to 10 general members. We are keen that it 
reflects the breadth of experience and outlook available within the society and 
would like to encourage more people to come forward to join it. 

A Committee member’s role is to oversee the activities and spending of the society 
and to guide the use of its funds to best meet our charitable aims and members’ 
needs. General members voices are particularly important in this process.  

We meet three times a year, currently by Zoom, but some face-to-face meetings 
may well come back when restrictions allow. They are held at weekends and any 
face-to-face meetings are spread around the country. Not all members are able to 
attend all meetings, so the time commitments need not be onerous. Any travel 
costs may be reclaimed. 

If you want to find out more, or have suggestions for nominations, please contact 
me on CommitteeSecretary@eBPS.org.uk . Please think if you can support the 
society in this way – you would be made most welcome! 

Sue Dockerill (Committee Secretary) 
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BPS Officer Post Vacancy 
 
The post of Honorary Treasurer will become vacant after the 
AGM in 2021, or 2022 at the latest. The successful applicant would 
work alongside Peter Blake and the Finance Officer for a year and then take over 
the post. All of our officer posts are voluntary positions. Anyone interested in 
taking up this important post are invited to contact Peter Blake for details at 
Treasurer@ebps.org.uk. 
 

BPS Publications Help Wanted 
 
Do you have a spare room or attic? Are you a book-aholic? Would 
you be able to store some of our BPS Publications? 
Patrick Acock has been looking after our Special Publications and 
journal back-numbers for about 35 years now, and it is time to recruit some 
helpers. The job could easily be split into two with someone looking after our 
Special Publications and someone else doing back-numbers. Patrick is happy to 
help people in these roles. In addition to storage space, a handy post-office would 
be good as some of our books are selling very well! Please contact Patrick – 
Publications@ebps.org.uk if you feel you could help. 
 

BPS Photographic Competition 2021 
 

We did not have a photographic competition in 2020 because the 
AGM was online. As the 2021 AGM will be similarly held, we 
have decided to run the competition online using the BPS website. Details are 
given in the instructions below (and there are more instructions on the website), 
but in summary, the competition will be password protected for BPS members 
only, with members being able to submit photos either directly to the website or by 
email to meetings@ebps.org.uk . Entries to the website will close on 31st March 
2021 (so entries by email will need to allow for this) and online voting will be 
open from 1st April 2021 until two days before the AGM. The results of the 
competition will be announced at the 2021 AGM. 

 
Entry requirements and rules of the BPS Photographic Competition, 2021 

BPS wishes to encourage members to take good photographs of ferns and fern-
related items, and to make these available for the enjoyment of other members and 
the general public. This annual competition is open to all members of the Society 
who have an interest in photography and wish to share their fern images with 
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others. This year the competition will be held online through the BPS website 
and will be password protected for members only. You will need to contact 
membership@ebps.org.uk if you don’t know your password. 

Entries (which must be previously unpublished photographs) will be displayed on 
the website, and winning entries will be decided by members voting online. 
Winning entries will be included in a special feature in The Pteridologist following 
the competition. In addition, and after judging, any or all of the competition entries 
received may be displayed on the BPS website and in the Newsletter for general 
viewing. Some entries will also be used in the annual BPS Fern calendar. 

There are three classes in the 2021 competition: 

∙      Class One: Fern(s) in a natural (wild) landscape. 

∙      Class Two: Cultivated fern(s) in a house, greenhouse or garden. 

∙      Class Three: Item or object with a fern-related theme. 

Images can be sent by email in the form of jpg images to meetings@ebps.org.uk 
using, for example wetransfer.com or similar, or they can be uploaded yourself 
using the upload link below which is also on the 2021 Competition page. 

https://ebps.org.uk/meetings/bps-photographic-competition-2021/ 

Images can be in portrait or landscape mode. No hard copy is required. 

Prizes will be awarded for each class: first £30.00 and runner-up £10. In addition, 
the photographer who has the most accumulated votes over all three classes will 
receive an additional prize of £10.00, so entering all three classes will be an 
advantage! 

Entries are restricted to a maximum of three images per class. All images must 
have a meaningful name, further details such as when, where and by whom the 
photograph was taken, can be included. If possible, digital images should be 
accompanied by the camera “Properties” file normally associated with the taking 
of a photograph. 

The closing date for entries to the website is 31st March 2021 (so allow for this 
if you send your entries by email). 

Entries will be judged by members through the website. Each member will be 
allowed to cast two votes in each class, for 1st and 2nd, and you will be able to 
change your mind, though only your last choice will count. Voting will be open 
from 1st April 2021 and close two days before the AGM.  The results will be 
announced at the AGM. 
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Field Studies Council Courses 
 

I have been contacted by Field Studies Council (FSC) about BPS 
members giving them assistance to update and tutor their Fern 
Courses. They are looking for new and existing Associate Tutors to 
help write and develop course content in Autumn/Winter 2020/21, with a view to 
at least having online courses available in the Spring, or even centre-based courses 
if the Covid restrictions are lifted. 

Below is a framework that FSC have drawn up with BPS input, to give some idea 
of what is needed. 
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Have a good look at the various modules, and if you would like to know more, or 
start to discuss any potential topics that might particularly interest you, email FSC 
at: ecoskills@field-studies-council.org, or send an email directly to Emma Wood 
at: e.wood@field-studies-council.org. Also contact Emma if you would be 
interested in Tutoring courses. You would be paid for this work directly by FSC, as 
we (BPS) are an Unincorporated Charity, so cannot contract directly with FSC 
until this status changes. 

FSC are also setting up a demonstration of an existing e-learning project so that we 
can see how the online courses would look. If you are interested in viewing this, 
contact Gill Smith at education@ebps.org.uk. 
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Pteridophyte Symposium 2021: Ferns in Focus 

14-17 July 2021 

San Paulo, Brazil Universidade Paulista 

At this upcoming international conference on lycophyte and fern research, fern and 
lycophyte specialists from across the world will have again the opportunity to 
discuss new advances in the study of these groups. Brazil, a country known for its 
incredible biodiversity, will receive hundreds of scientists at a time when global 
challenges make these meetings more necessary than ever. Evolution, 
conservation, biogeography, genetics, development, and other important topics in 
seed-free vascular plant biology will be discussed. 

The symposium will feature six keynote speakers: Paulo G. Windisch (Brazil); 
Robbin C. Moran (USA), Michael Kessler (Switzerland), Jarmila Pittermann 
(USA), Benjamin Bomfleur (Germany) and Harald Schneider (China). 

Other recent international fern conferences have included Ferns for the 21st 
Century, held at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh in 2004, and the Holttum 
Memorial Pteridophyte Symposium, held at Kew Gardens in 1995. 

For more information, see the Symposium website 
(https://www.fernsinfocus2020.com) 

 
 

13th Jimmy Dyce Award 
 
The award is to the author(s) of the best paper, article, 
book or other substantial piece of work published 
during 2019 in any of the three BPS journals, website or 
as a special publication. 
  
The award is open to everyone, whether a professional or 
amateur pteridologist, horticulturalist or fern enthusiast. 
 
To nominate your favourite article, please email the author, 
title and publication to Secretary@eBPS.org.uk. Winners 
will be receive a £100 cash prize. 
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Reading Circle & eReading Circle 
 
After the untimely death of Tim Pyner, the reading 
circle ground to a halt. I am keen for this to restart, 
and I am now in receipt of the American Fern 
Journal and Fiddlehead forum.  
 
Likewise, the Society also receives various 
electronic publications, which I’ve made 
available via a Dropbox account for members 
to access. These currently include newsletters 
from The Australian Fern Study Group, 
CREW (South Africa), Nederlandse Varen 
Verbiging and the Western Australia Fern 
Society. 
 
If you would like to be included in the 
reading circle, or would like access to the 
electronic newsletters please email 
Secretary@eBPS.org.uk.  
 
 
 

Spore Exchange 2021 
 
Despite the pandemic, the 2021 Spore List will be available from 
the 1st January, and the Spore Exchange will take orders from 
then until the 31st March. Details on how to access the list, and the ways to order 
spores, are given below. Additionally, we will be distributing short viability spores 
during the growing season. Please see the separate section for how this operates. 
 
Accessing the Spore List. 
You will be able view and/or download the list directly from the website from the 1st 
January at http://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/  
If you would like to receive an electronic version (Adobe Acrobat ‘PDF’ attachment) of 
the list by e-mail then please request this by contacting us at Spores@eBPS.org.uk  
Lists requested in this way will also be sent on the 1st January. 
If you prefer, you may request a paper copy of the list, either by returning the tear-off 
slip below, or by sending us an email to Spores@eBPS.org.uk. If you request it to be 
sent by post, we will endeavour to ensure that it arrives around the same date.  
 
Ordering Spores 
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There are several ways you can order spores. Firstly, you may order via the website. 
This is our preferred method for those able to do so. Information on using the online 
system will be available on the Spore Exchange pages of the website at 
http://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/  from the 1st January. 
Alternatively, the Spore List will contain an order form which can be either posted to us 
or scanned and sent by e-mail. 
As the majority of orders are now received electronically, we will start sending out 
orders a week after the exchange opens, which is a week earlier than in recent years. 
Orders will be dealt with in the following order: Overseas donors, UK donors, Overseas 
members, and UK members. 
For the first time, in this list we will be noting those in short supply. Please bear in mind 
that these spores will often have been used up when this first week of orders are picked, 
and may only be sufficient to meet donors’ orders. 
 
Donating spores 
Finally, the list is entirely dependent on our fantastic donors. Please consider joining 
their ranks – donations are gratefully received at any time. If you need any help or 
encouragement, have a look at the donation pages of the website: 
http://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/guidance-notes-spore-donors-v2/ or 
contact us at Spores@eBPS.org.uk . 
 
............................................................................................................................................. 

BPS Spore Exchange Scheme 2021 - Request for the Spore List 
 
Name…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please send to: Brian and Sue Dockerill, 19, Westfield Road, Pontypridd, CF37 
3AG, United Kingdom 

 

Short Viability Spore Exchange 2021 
 
We have established a distribution list of e-mail addresses for those members who 
would like to receive information on the availability of short viability spores. As 
soon as we receive such spores from a donor, we will e-mail everyone on that list 
to let them know what’s become available. If you promptly let us know of your 
request, the spores will then be sent as soon as we can arrange it, usually within a 
very few days. After a week or so, any surplus will be discarded.  
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Please let us know if you would like to be added or removed from the list of people 
sent notifications of short viability spores by contacting us at 
Spores@eBPS.org.uk. 
 
If you are not on e-mail, we are very happy to continue to receive requests for short 
viability spores at any time by post and we will send you such spores if/when they 
are donated. 
 
 

The BPS Plant Exchange 
 
The Plant Exchange is primarily an on-line system accessed via 
the Members area of the website. A list of available ferns can be found from 
http://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/the-plant-exchange-scheme/ and clicking on the 
‘Ferns available’ link on the far right of the screen. If there is something you are 
interested in, you will need to follow the additional instructions on the main Plant 
Exchange page. 
If you don’t have access to the BPS website, then to receive by post a list of ferns 
available at that time, please contact us at: 
 

Brian and Sue Dockerill 
19 Westfield Road 
Pontypridd, Wales 

CF37 3AG 
United Kingdom 

 
We believe this system has great potential, but it seems to be underutilized. If you 
have spare ferns, please consider adding them to the list – it is easy to use and 
allows interesting ferns to be spread around the membership. If you see something 
you fancy, there is no need to have a plant to offer in exchange. A refund of 
postage and a good home for the plant is all that is required. 
 
It also has an area for listing any ferns you are interested in acquiring. Why not 
have a look at this? Who knows, you may have just the plant that someone else has 
been trying to find! 
 
If you have experience of the Exchange and have any comments on improving its 
use, we would welcome any feedback or suggestions. Please contact us via the 
above address or send us a mail at PlantExchange@eBPS.org.uk. 
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Fern Monitoring Group 
 
By Barry Wright and Laurence Sutton 
 
Since the introductory article by Laurence Sutton in the Spring 
Newsletter, we have unfortunately not been able to make the progress we expected 
in developing the Fern Monitoring Group (FMG). Hopefully we will have a 
brighter future. Having said that, there were a number of initiatives that were 
completed during 2020. Species we were able to do some monitoring work on 
included Killarney Fern, Vandenboschia speciosa (just before lockdown one), 
Moonwort, Botrychium lunaria, the hybrid wall fern Asplenium x clermontiae (a 
hybrid between A. ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes ssp. quadrivalens) as well as 
Dryopteris affinis subsp. kerryensis (ongoing monitoring/surveying By Roger 
Golding in Ennerdale).  
 
We have been making contacts with BPS members to try and gauge the level of 
support we may be able to expect from the regional groups. So far this is 
encouraging, as many members can appreciate the benefits of knowing which 
species of fern may be vulnerable to climate change and are prepared to help 
monitor any effects that this may have on their local populations. 
 
We have also been developing and refining some of the monitoring protocols that 
we hope to roll out to interested parties in 2021 to allow them to gather more data 
for us in a standardised fashion so that we can compare the results from different 
surveys. 
 

Now you see me, now you don’t! 
 
Fern monitoring is an evolving process, and there are some species that are proving 
to be somewhat difficult to monitor effectively. This year we had to invent novel 
methods for monitoring certain species like pillwort, Pilularia globulifera. This is 
the insignificant grass-like fern that was illustrated in the Spring Newsletter. The 
major problem with this species is that it seems to come and go at random, even 
during the same season, but particularly between years. This makes it very difficult 
to gather repeatable and reliable data for the species. To use a couple of examples: 
 

• Strensall Military Training Area (SMTA) near York. There is a flagship 
pond that can normally be relied upon to take people to and show them an 
abundance of pillwort. The species proved to be completely elusive in 2020. 
On several visits not a single plant was found. In the previous year, it 
formed a 2m wide fringe around almost the entire pond margin. 

• Skipwith Common National Nature Reserve south of York. There was a 
recent re-discovery of pillwort at Horseshoe Pond. The re-discovery plotted 
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three medium-sized colonies relatively close together round 
one part of the pond. In 2020, not only did we discover that 
these areas had changed in size, dramatically (doubled in size 
from May to July!), but also that there were a number of 
either new, or previously undiscovered colonies on other 
parts of the pond margin. 

This is where modern technology makes its entry into fern monitoring. Because it 
is extremely difficult to measure and map the extent of colonies of something 
which is basically a grass with nothing easily visible from above, we developed a 
method called CD’ing. This involved studying the extent of the colony at ground 
level and marking its boundary with a number of blank, white-faced compact discs 
(CDs). Then, when the drone (code name Roger) was flown above them, it was 
very clear where the extent of the colony was and it could be mapped, measured, 
and recorded (the CDs themselves providing the scale). 
 
The photograph below shows a small colony to the left, marked out with CDs. 
Also, to the right, near the drone pilot, Barry Wright and Ann Carter (from the 
Freshwater Habitats Trust), there are three markers for individual small colonies 
(the larger white circle was used as an experiment as we were unsure whether or 
not the CDs would be sufficiently clear at the altitude the drone was flying). 

We will continue to develop the FMG in 2021 and always welcome help or just 
comments and input from members to help us develop effective monitoring tools. 
 
We also plan to report on monitoring results in the future and hope to head off any 
adverse impacts before it becomes too late. And hopefully pillwort will make a full 
recovery at SMTA in 2021. 



 17 

Merchandise for Christmas Presents and Cards!!! 
 

We have added quite a lot of new things on to 
our Merchandise list, and there are several 
items that would make good Christmas 
presents!! Also, we now have a wider selection of Fern cards 
that would make great Christmas cards!!!  

So, you don’t have to venture out during this Covid lockdown 
period, just let your fingers do the walking. Visit the website 
and start clicking – you don’t need a Paypal account, you can 

use any bank credit or debit cards. For those of you who would prefer to complete 
an order form and send to us, we have attached one for you to use at the end of the 
newsletter. 

A big thank-you to those of you who have already visited our Merchandise section 
of the website – we have had a ‘Bumper’ order year so far!! 

Gill and Bryan Smith 

merchandise@ebps.org.uk  
 
www.ebps.org.uk/merchandise/  
 

BPS BADGES - Enamelled metal badges, lapel sized (20mm 
diameter) with the logo in BPS colours, and butterfly clutch pin 
fastener.  Price £2.50, (plus £2.75 for p&p to UK; £4.75 to Europe; 
£7.00 to rest of World). 

 
BPS LOGO STICKERS - These stickers (for use in car 
windows etc.), approximately 3½" in diameter, are made of self-
cling plastic with the Society logo in green on a white 
background.  Price: £1.00, (plus £1.50 for p&p to UK if no other 
items (bookmarks excepted) are ordered; £2.50 to Europe; £4.00 
to rest of World; otherwise post free). 
 

BPS BOOKMARKS - Bookmarks 1½" x 9" in bonded leather, green upper 
surface with the Society logo and print of fern frond in gold. The fun is trying 
to identify the frond (it is a true fern!).  Price: £2.00, (plus £1.50 for p&p to 
UK if no other items (logo stickers excepted) are ordered; £2.50 to Europe; 
£4.00 to rest of World; otherwise post free). 
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BPS FERN POSTCARDS - Exclusive 
BPS postcards for you to send ferny 
messages to all your friends! All the designs 
are reproduced from the famous Henry 
Bradbury Nature-Prints (as published in 
Moore's Nature Printed British Ferns), and are both very 
attractive and, of course, 100% accurate. Details are: 
Postcards with Marsh Fern, Thelypteris palustris, Rigid 
Buckler Fern, Dryopteris submontana, Parsley Fern, 
Cryptogramma crispa, Soft Shield Fern, Polystichum 

setiferum ‘Confluens’, or Jersey Fern, Anogramma leptophylla. Front in colour, 
back in postcard format (6"x 4"). Price £2.00 per pack of 10 (2 of each design), 
(plus £1.50 for p&p to UK; £2.50 to Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 
 
CYANOTYPE CARDS NEW – Set of 4 cards with images of fern 
fronds created by Dawn Isaac for the BPS Cyanotype Project. Each 
card is about 8” x 6” (8” x 12” open) and blank on the inside for 
your own message. Envelopes included. Price £4.20 per pack (plus 
£2.10 for p&p to UK; £5.25 to Europe; £7.88 to rest of World). 
 

FERN CARDS NEW – Packs of 5 with 3 
different fern designs – 1 printed Gold on green, 
and 2 other different ferns printed green on 
white.  Price £4.00 per pack (plus £1.50 for p&p 
to UK; £3.50 to Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 

 
BOX OF MATCHES NEW – Square Matchboxes 110 x110mm 
contains approx.125 matches with Fern design £3.00 each, (plus 
£1.50 for p&p to UK; £3.50 to Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 
 

FERN BOTTLE OF MATCHES NEW – 2 designs either Green 
fern on white card, 125 plain wood matchsticks OR Gold fern on 
green card, 125 green wood matchsticks Price £6.00 each, (plus 
£3.50 p&p to UK; £6.50 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of World). 
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FERN NIGHTLIGHT NEW - 
Engraved Nightlight with Ferns, 
Acrylic, LED, USB, with 6 Laser 
Engraved Acrylic panels, so that you 
can change them at will. The Panels are 
80 x 130mm or 3 1/8 x 5 1/8 inches nominal, with 
micro USB powered base, A wide range of colours can 
be selected from the remote, that edge lights the panel. 
Included in the pack, 6 Acrylic Panels, Led Base 
40mm high 93mm diameter or 1 1/2" high 3 5/8" 
diameter, Remote Led controller, USB to Micro USB 
cable, and spare battery for remote controller. Power 
from that old phone charger that you have in the draw! 
Can be powered by 3AA (Batteries not supplied). The 

original images come from, Les Fougères de pleine terre et les prêles, lycopodes et 
sélaginelles rustiques, par H. Correvon 1896, That is in the public domain and are -
Adiantum capillus-veneris, Asplenium trichomanes, Botrychium lunaria, 
Cystopteris fragilis, Equisetum sylvaticum, Ophioglossum vulgatum. Clean with 
care, acrylic can scratch easily, use a clean, dry, lint free cloth. Price £20 each, 
(plus £3.50 p&p to UK; £6.00 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of World). 
 
TROWEL NEW - A handy trowel with the BPS logo laser-
engraved on the rear of the stainless steel blade. The wooden 
handle has a leather hanging thong. Overall trowel length is 
about 330mm with the blade about 140mm long and 100mm 
at the widest part. Price £11.00, (plus £4.00 p&p to UK; 
£8.00 to Europe; £16.00 to rest of World).  
 
TROWEL (PERSONALISED) NEW - As previous item, but with your own text 
added. You can add up to 3 lines in Free Sans or Free Serif, with or without italics. 
Choose either 5mm high font (7 characters or spaces per line) or 3mm high font 
(12 characters or spaces per line). Please enter requirements in table at the end of 
page 3.  
NB. By ordering this item, I agree to Ashley Basil Horticultural Services (the 
engraver) having my name and address. Price £16.00, (plus £4.00 p&p to UK; 
£8.00 to Europe; £16.00 to rest of World). 
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BPS 2021 CALENDARS NEW -  Newly 
available and again featuring full-colour 
photos of ferns from around the world taken 
by BPS members, particularly entries from 
the 2019 Photographic Competition. This year, we have 
made a few changes, but still kept the original price. There 
are 2 extra pages about BPS, we have replaced the ring 
binding with a stapled fold, and each week now starts on 
Sunday rather than Monday. The calendar is ideal as a 
present or for your own use! A4 size, each month opens out 
to A3 size with picture of fern above, and writable calendar 

page beneath. Includes envelope for posting to friends and family. Price £5.50, 
(plus £2.50 p&p to UK; £6.00 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of World). 
 

BPS BALLPOINT PENS - Retractable ballpoint pen with green body, 
black rubber grip and the Society logo and British Pteridological Society in 
gold along the barrel.  Price £0.50 each (plus £1.50 for p&p to UK; £3.50 to 
Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 

 
BPS / FSC KEY TO COMMON FERNS – A take-in-the-field 
waterproof colour guide to 38 British ferns on 1 double-sided sheet! 
8 pages fold down to 7" x 10".  Price £2.00 each, (plus £1.50 for 
p&p to UK; £2.50 to Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 
 

BPS “WHAT’S THAT FERN?” GUIDES – A take-in-the-field full-
colour, simple photographic guide to 19 British ferns in a 16-page, fully 
waterproof A5 booklet.  Price £2.00 each, (plus £1.50 for p&p to UK; 
£2.50 to Europe; £4.00 to rest of World). 

 
BPS WALLET FOLDERS – A handy way to store your 
BPS papers, magazines, notes etc.  Overall in BPS green, 
the cover of this sturdy folder has lots of coloured ferny 
photos and information about BPS.  Internal space is 14" 
x 8.5" x 1".  Price £1.50 each, (plus £4.00 for p&p to UK 
[up to 10 folders]; £6.50 to Europe [up to 5 folders]; 
£9.75 to rest of World [up to 5 folders]). 
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BPS TIES - These are in dark green polyester material with 
the Society logo (without the words) in gold. Price: £9.00, 
(plus £2.25 for p&p to UK; £5.25 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of 
World).  
 

BPS T-SHIRTS – These are dark green and carry the Society 
logo embroidered in yellow-gold on the upper front left-hand side.  
Made of good quality 100% cotton, they are short sleeved.  Sizes: 
small (S), medium (M), large (L), extra-large (XL) and extra-
extra-large (XXL).  Price: £10.00, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; 
£6.00 to Europe; £8.50 for rest of World). 
 

BPS POLO-SHIRTS - These are dark green and carry the 
Society logo embroidered in yellow-gold in the 'shirt-pocket' 
position.  Made of good quality polyester and cotton, they are 
short sleeved.  Sizes: small (S), medium (M), large (L), extra-large 
(XL) and extra-extra-large (XXL).  Price: £12.00, (plus £3.50 for 

p&p to UK; £6.00 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of World). 
 
BPS FERN POLO-SHIRTS – The 125th anniversary black 
polo-shirts proved so popular that we have had them produced 
with the usual Society logo embroidered in green and the 
abstract multi-coloured depiction of a fern frond on the back.  
They are made of 100% cotton.  Sizes: Women - small (S), 
medium (M), large (L) and extra-large (XL).  Unisex – small 
(S), medium (M), large (L), extra-large (XL) and extra-extra-
large (XXL). Price: £14.00, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; £6.00 to Europe; £8.50 to 
rest of World). 
 

BPS SWEAT-SHIRTS - These are dark green and carry the 
Society logo embroidered in yellow-gold in the 'shirt-pocket' 
position.  Made of good quality polyester and cotton, they are 
long sleeved.  Sizes: medium (M), large (L), extra-large (XL) and 
extra-extra-large (XXL).  Price: £13.00, (plus £4.00 for p&p to 

UK; £7.25 to Europe; £11.00 to rest of World). 
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BPS FLEECES - These are dark green and carry the 
Society logo embroidered in yellow-gold in the 
'shirt-pocket' position.  Made of good quality 
polyester and cotton, they are long sleeved.  Sizes: 
small (S), medium (M), large (L), extra-large (XL) and extra-extra-
large (XXL).  Price: £21.00, (plus £6.00 for p&p to UK; £8.50 to 

Europe; £13.50 for rest of World). 
 
DOUBLE HAND LENS – Make sure you can see all that fine fern 
detail with this quality compact double hand lens.  It comprises an 
18mm 3-element 10x lens and a 12mm 5-element 20x lens in a single 
metal holder.  Price: £7.00, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; £4.75 to 
Europe; £7.00 for rest of World). 
 

BPS JUTE BAGS – Here’s an environmentally-friendly way to 
carry around your shopping or potted plants, and at the same time 
advertise the BPS!  This high quality jute bag measures 16" x 
13½" x 6¾" and has woven carrying handles and an inner plastic 
coating.  On one side is a large BPS logo with “The Society for 
Fern Lovers” and “www.ebps.org.uk” underneath, all in green.  

Price: £2.50, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; £6.00 to Europe; £8.50 for rest of World). 
 
BPS KEYRINGS – Keep your keys together and advertise the BPS at 
the same time.  The keyring has an enamelled disc with the BPS logo in 
green against a yellow background.  Price £1.00, (plus £1.50 for p&p to 
UK; £3.50 to Europe; £4.00 for rest of World). 
 

BPS LANYARDS – Just the job for keeping items (e.g. lens, pen, 
keys) just in reach on a round-your-neck lanyard.  Made in strong 
green polyester with the Society logo and British Pteridological 
Society in gold repeated along the 34" (87 cm) length, and have a 
metal clasp and safety break.  Note, the lettering is water-resistant, 
not water-proof. Price £1.50, (plus £1.50 for p&p to UK; £3.50 to 
Europe; £4.00 for rest of World). 
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BPS BASEBALL CAPS –  Just the job for 
protecting your head and face from wind, sun and 
rain.  In dark green with the BPS logo embroidered 
in yellow-gold at the front, they are one-size with 
an adjustable back-strap, and made in 100% heavy 

cotton. Price £6.50, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; £5.00 to Europe; £6.00 for rest of 
World). 
 
FERN SCARF - A lovely, fine-woven scarf designed by 
Susan Brooke with printed ferns. It is screen printed in India on 
100% cotton (Fair Trade). Size is 20" (50 cm) wide by 71" 
(180 cm) long. Price £7.00, (plus £1.50 for p&p to UK; £2.50 
to Europe; £4.00 for rest of World). 
 

FERN APRON – Based on the same design as the fern scarf, 
Susan Brooke has now produced a unisex fern apron in beige with 
green printed ferns. It is 100% cotton and 23" (58 cm) wide by 35" 
(88 cm) long. The ties are black, 24" (61 cm) long and the neck 
loop also black and 21" (54 cm) long. Price £12.00, (plus £2.00 for 
p&p to UK; £4.50 to Europe; £5.50 for rest of World). 

 
BPS 125TH ANNIVERSARY  
 
To mark this occasion, we added three commemorative items to the list. The BPS 
125TH ANNIVERSARY POLO SHIRTS are sold out (but see above under BPS 
Fern Polo-shirts), but there is still time to buy the following: 
 
BPS 125TH ANNIVERSARY TEA TOWELS - These are 
white, made of 100% cotton and approximately 28" x 19½" 
(71 cm x 49 cm).  They carry the Society 125th logo printed in 
green on the front.  Price: £3.50, (plus £2.00 for p&p to UK; 
£4.50 to Europe; £5.50 to rest of World). 
 
BPS 125TH ANNIVERSARY FERN MUGS – These are ceramic 330ml mugs 

with white inner and black outer.  On one side is 
the BPS 125th logo in green against a white 
rectangular background, and on the other side an 
abstract multi-coloured depiction of a fern frond.  
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Price £5.00 each, (plus £3.50 for p&p to UK; £6.50 to Europe; £8.50 to rest of 
World). 
 
Email enquiries to: merchandise@ebps.org.uk 
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Merchandise Order Form 
  

ORDER FORM  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SEND ORDERS TO: YOUR DETAILS 

Gill & Bryan Smith YOUR NAME 

Rookwood, 1 Prospect Road ADDRESS 

LOWESTOFT CITY 

SUFFOLK, NR32 3PT POST CODE 

Tel. No. 01502 565430 TEL NO. 

 EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

Please send me the following (prices include postage and packing):  

Product  Number   
Required 

Size /   
Option 

Price   
UK 

Price   
Europe 

Price Rest   
of World 

Total   
Cost (£)  

BPS Badge  
  

£5.25  £7.25  £9.50 
 

Pack of 10 BPS Postcards  
  

£3.50  £5.50  £6.50 
 

Cards Packs  
  

£5.50  £7.50  £8.50 
 

Cards Packs (Cyanotype)  
  

£6.00  £9.00  £11.50 
 

Matchbox  
  

£6.50  £9.00  £11.50 
 

Match Bottle  
  

£9.50  £12.50  £16.00 
 

Nightlight  
  

£28.50  £31.00  £35.00 
 

Trowel  
  

£15.00  £19.00  £27.00 
 

Trowel (Personalised)  
  

£20.00  £24.00  £32.00 
 

BPS 2021 Calendar  
  

£8.00  £11.50  £14.00 
 

BPS Ballpoint Pen  
  

£2.00  £4.00  £4.50 
 

BPS/FSC Key to Common Ferns  
  

£3.50  £4.50  £6.00 
 

BPS ‘What’s that Fern?’ Guide  
  

£3.50  £4.50  £6.00 
 

BPS Tie  
  

£11.25  £14.25  £17.50 
 

BPS T-shirt - Embroidered  
  

£13.50  £16.00  £18.50 
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BPS Polo-shirt - Embroidered  
  

£15.50  £18.00  £20.50 
 

BPS Fern Polo-shirt  
  

£17.50  £20.00  £22.50 
 

BPS Sweat-shirt - Embroidered  
  

£17.00  £20.25  £24.00 
 

BPS Fleece - Embroidered  
  

£27.00  £29.50  £34.50 
 

Double Hand Lens  
  

£10.50  £13.00  £15.50 
 

BPS Jute Bag  
  

£6.00  £8.50  £11.00 
 

BPS Keyring  
  

£2.50  £4.50  £5.00 
 

BPS Lanyard  
  

£3.00  £5.00  £5.50 
 

BPS Baseball Cap  
  

£10.00  £11.50  £12.50 
 

BPS 125th Tea Towel  
  

£5.50  £8.00  £9.00 
 

BPS 125th Fern Mug  
  

£8.50  £11.50  £13.50 
 

Fern Scarf  
  

£8.50  £9.50  £11.00 
 

Fern Apron  
  

£14.00  £16.50  £17.50 
 

BPS Logo Sticker – EACH  
 

£1.00  For p&p, see item list 
 

BPS Bookmark - EACH  
 

£2.00  For p&p, see item list 
 

BPS Wallet Folder - EACH  
 

£1.50  For p&p, see item list 
 

    
TOTAL ORDER £ 

 

Please enter details for TROWEL (PERSONALISED)  
Line  Free   

Sans 
Free   
Serif 

Normal  Italic  3mm  * 5mm  * Text 

1. 
       

2. 
       

3. 
       

 

* NB Maximum number of characters or spaces per line is 12 with 3mm high font or 7 with 5mm 
high font.  
 
Please note: Airmail is used for “Europe” and “rest of World”. All payments must be in Sterling.   
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Payment methods: By cheque payable to BPS. By PayPal, either through a PayPal account or as a one-off transaction 
(please add a small charge of 5% of the total order to cover PayPal costs and request a PayPal invoice below). By 
International Girobank Order in Sterling for overseas members.  

PAYPAL PAYMENT: Please send me a PayPal invoice. My email address 
is:…………………………………………….. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
____________ This list is for current (November 2020) stock and supersedes all previous lists. You can also 
order on the BPS website. 
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BPS Special Publications 
Stocking Fillers 

If you need a good idea for one of your 
ferny friends or partner, search no 
further. Scan our Special Publications 
for a good winter’s read. I’ve discovered some good 
ideas for my nearest and dearest just by scanning the 
Merchandise list. I find I return to my Special 
Publications time and time again when I need some 

information or I am waiting for something to start on the television. 

Pat  

BPS Special Publications Stock List 
This list is for current (October 2019) stock and supersedes 

all previous lists. 
 SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 2 -Fern Names and their Meaning 
2nd edition of J W Dyce’s book extended and extensively revised by 
John Edgington. Price £5each -UK Postage and Packing £1.50 (£3 
p&p Europe, £3 rest of the World). 
 
 SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 4. 
- The History of British Pteridology, edited by J. M. Camus (1991), 
127 pages.  Price £4 each, UK Postage & Packing £2.50 (£3.50 p&p 
Europe, £3.50 rest of World). 
 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 5. (SALE ITEM!)  - The British 
Pteridological Society, Abstracts and Reports, 1894-1905 (1991), 245 
pages.  Price £4 each, UK Postage & Packing £2.25 (£3.50 p&p 
Europe, £3.50 rest of World). 
 

 
SPECIAL PUBLICATION No.7. – – Polystichum Cultivars- J W 
Dyce. Edited and Expanded by Martin Rickard and Robert Sykes.  
Price £15 each, plus £2.00 postage & packing (£3.00 for p&p Europe, 
£3.25 for rest of World). 2nd Edition with Colour Plates 

 
BPS SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 9 – FERN BOOKS, In English 
Published Before 1900. Nigel Hall and Martin Rickard.  Price £15 each 
UK Postage & Packing £2.50 (£4.50 p&p Europe, £4.50 rest of World). 
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SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 10 – The occasional 
paper of the British Pteridological Society 1875. This is 
a facsimile copy of the original published by the 
forerunner of our society with notes by Dr Michael 
Hayward..  Price £2.50, UK Postage & Packing £1.50 (£2.50 p&p 

Europe, £2.50 rest of World).  
 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No.11 
This CD contains volume 1-9 of the British Fern Gazette along with a 
listing of British ferns by E J Lowe. Dr Hayward has hand edited the set 
of files to allow accurate searching with Adobe Reader and the original 

photographic illustrations have been enhanced. I am sure that this will be an 
essential and very useful addition to all Fern Society member’s collections. Price 
£15 each, UK Postage & Packing £1.50 (£2.50 p&p Europe, £3 rest of World). 
 
SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 12 

Who found our ferns? tells the story of the discovery of Britain’s 
pteridophytes, from Saxon times to the present. The lives of those who 
noticed, collected and described our ferns, horsetails, quillworts and 
clubmosses are interwoven with accounts of how, where and when they 
found them. Includes historical accounts supplemented by recent 

taxonomic research of 85 taxa that grow wild in Britain and Ireland, or have done 
so in the past, with details of almost all records before 1724, or later for 
subsequent discoveries. Price £15 UK Postage & Packing £2, (£7 p&p Europe, £8 
rest of the World).  

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 14 
Col. Jones produced 48 sets of Nature Prints of varieties of the British 
fern, issued 1876-1880, each with around 300 sheets. This study is 
based on the 12 surviving sets of prints and the large archive of prints 
held by the BPS.  
For the included CD, the text that accompanied the prints has been 
digitised and formatted as a searchable file, together with around 380 

high resolution images of the prints and images of the original text sheets. Price 
£20 each, UK P&P £2 (£5 p&p Europe, £8 rest of World) 
SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 15 

covers the production of albums of pressed ferns that became 
extremely popular in the second half of the nineteenth century, 
particularly in Britain and in New Zealand. 
This attractive book, with over 400 illustrations will appeal to fern 
lovers and anyone who has an interest in this period of Victorian 
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history. Patrick Brownsea writes- this book will undoubtedly 
become the standard reference point from which further research is 
launched.  
Price £25.00, post UK £2.50, overseas £8. 
 
Special Publication 16 

This second edition covers all known species, hybrids and cultivars 
of the genus Polypodium ss. Martin Rickard describes the ferns and 
illustrates with over 400 pictures and 320 pages. The 2nd has been 
revised with some minor updates. Price £25, post UK £3, EU £9, 
ROW £9.  
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BPS Special Publications Order Form December 2020 
 
Please send me copies of the following Special Publications: 
 

Special Publication  
Price 
per 
copy 

No. 
copies 

UK 
postage 

Europe 
postage 

*Rest of 
world 
postage 

TOTAL 

2. Fern names & their meanings  £5 
 

£1.50 £4 £5 
 

4. History of British Pteridology  £4 
 

£2 £5 £7 
 

5. BPS Abstracts & papers £4 
 

£2 £5 £7 
 

7. Polystichum cultivars £15 
 

£2 £5 £7 
 

9. Fern books £15 
 

£2 £5 £7 
 

10. Occasional paper of BPS  £2.50 
 

£1.50 £3 £4 
 

11. CD Fern Gazette vols 1-9 £15 
 

£1.50 £3 £4 
 

12. Who found our ferns?  £15 
 

£3 £6 £6 
 

14. The Jones nature prints  £20 
 

£2 £5 £7 
 

15. Fern albums & related material  £25 
 

£3 £6 £8 
 

16. Polypodium cultivars & species £25 
 

£3 £9 £9 
 

TOTAL 
      

 
Name…………………………………………………..……...…………………………………………. 
 
Address ……………………………………………………..…………………………………………... 
 
………………………………..………………………………………… Postcode ……………….…… 
 
*Please note: International economy is used for ‘Rest of World’  
 
Payment methods: 
• By cheque payable to the British Pteridological Society - please send with this form. 
• By PayPal - either through a PayPal account OR using a credit card as a one-off 
  transaction. Please add a small charge of 5% to cover PayPal costs. 
• Direct payment through your bank account using either BIC – NWBKGB2L or IBAN 
  – GB06 NWBK 538116 82258813, or for overseas members, by way of an 
International Girobank Order in Sterling. 
 
Total Amount for Publications     £ ......................... 
 
If PayPal payment (5% of total to be added)  £ ......................... 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT      £ ........…............. 
 
PAYPAL PAYMENT - Please send me a PayPal invoice. My e-mail address is:- 
........................................................................................................................................ 
 

Please send orders to:- Pat Acock, 13 Star Lane, St Mary Cray, Kent England BR5 3LJ 
Or e-mail: BackNumbers@eBPS.org.uk 
  


