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Mark’s Ferny Thoughts
Welcome to the second edition of the S.E. Group Newsletter. I hope you found something of interest in the
first one and will in this.
I set myself a rule that I would not cheat and copy anything from the Cultivar Newsletter and put it in this
one. However there was one rather a depressing piece that I think is important enough for me to break that
rule. Those of you who remember the Panda from the Cultivar Newsletter, feel free to skip page 3.
I must thank Pat for his contribution to this edition, for his piece on Aliens and Erika for allowing her photos
and information to be used. Hopefully by the time you are reading this, she will also be a member and I look
forward to hopefully seeing her at future meetings.
I think this time of year is my favourite, with all the ferns in growth (Polypodiums excepted, although I have
a small piece of vulgare ‘Suprasoriferum’ putting up some new fronds). Several of my Cystopteris are in full
frond while the Polystichum setiferum are in various stages of growth.

A Polystichum setiferum ‘Herrenhausen’ and Dryopteris uniformis, the latter from a 2017 BPS meeting. Both photographed
on 27th April.

Spotlight on: Araiostegia

Part 1

This is a genus I am growing increasingly fond of. I had my first plant a few years before I was aware of the genus. This
might sound a little strange but I can explain. I had a fern appear in the narrow bed just opposite the kitchen door, At first I
wondered if it was a Davallia but it didn't look quite right. It grew slowly, producing one or two fronds a year, usually around
July/August which stayed green all winter then died off as the next frond appeared.
It wasn't until I was given a plant of Araiostegia perdurans at, I believe, a group meeting that I realised what my “weed” was.
Although my sporelings was smaller and had a different growing period, it was obviously the same genus.
I was then given A parvipinnata by Gert-Jan. I have seen this as both a synonym with perdurans and as a separate species. So
far I have not seen any obvious differences between the two. I have now planted a small piece of perdurans next to parvipinnata, in the greenhouse to see if any differences jump out. There is also a parvipinnula as an accepted name, which I have not
seen, so I wonder if there could be some label confusion here. Your thoughts would be welcome.
This autumn I was given a piece of A hymenophylloides, by Mike Collins. I am waiting for the fronds to appear so I can compare them to the other two, but looking at, and stroking, the rhizomes, the new species seems much smoother with the
scales more adpressed
than the others. These
scales also seem a little
redder but that may be
different growing conditions. Time will tell. There
also seems to be a slight
difference in the colour of
the unfurling fronds, but
this might be my imagination.

Ariostegia perdurans
with new fronds beginning to unfurl— march
this year.
You can see from the
persistent old stipes
that the fronds are
quite dense when
grown in the garden. In
the greenhouse I find
them much more widely spaced apart and also
much larger.

Part 2 in the next edition, hopefully with
photos of fully expanded fronds of all three
plants, plus, possibly
the “weed”

Some thoughts on the future (mine).

(copyright free photo from the web)

You may be wondering why there is a photo of a baby panda and it’s mother in the middle of this piece. It is
not, as some of you who know me might think, because I am mixing up a bamboo newsletter with the S. E. Group
Newsletter. It is because this might get a little heavy, bordering on depressing further down, so the photo is to give
you something uplifting to look at should it be needed.
It is a sad fact that none of us are getting younger and eventually we are no longer going to be here, something
brought home with almost evert Bulletin sadly containing the obituaries of those we have lost.
We all have many different reasons for being members of this Society but an obvious common thread is that
we all share a great love of ferns and wish to see that interest grow and be shared. We also want to help ensure we
never again see anything like another Cranfield Collection loss, feel free to give a quick glance at Pandas if required.
From my days as a member of the Cactus and Succulent Society I heard of a number of excellent collections
where the owner had passed away and, by the time probate etc. was sorted, all but the toughest plants had died, either from neglect, or the owner’s family
and friends overwatering due to a lack of
knowledge. While in no way comparing
my collection to Cranfield’s or, indeed,
many of yours, I do have some things of
interest ,and I would hate them to go the
way of so many of the cacti and succulents.
To avoid this happening to my
ferns (and other plants) after I have gone,
I have asked my wife, to, as soon as possible, contact the three members she
knows best: Stephen Munyard, Julian
Reed and Gert-Jan van der Kolk, to ask
them to contact as many members as
possible and arrange a trip down here to
take away anything of interest that my family don’t want to keep (I suspect that will be few, if any).
It is possible that, coming down here and digging things up, may make some of you feel uncomfortable, and I
can understand this. Many years ago, when my father’s cousin died, she left instructions that I was to have any of the
cacti and succulents I wanted, from her collection. Going into her greenhouse without her being with me felt so
wrong, and taking plants out even more so. In fact I was so reluctant that her daughter had to send me back three
times to take more!
If any of you feel like this, please remember: I am now , personally, inviting you to take and look after, or pass
on, my plants. I have plants here from several departed members and I recall those people when I stop and look at the
plants. Every time one of your visitors comments and you say:“ are yes, that came from Mark’s collection” , then, in a
way, you are keeping me going as well!
I feel that I should, at this point, mention that I have no expectation that you will be getting this call any time
soon, in fact my aim is to outlive you all, but I might fail!
It should also be noted that if you turn up with spade, fork and pots to strip the garden with me still here, you
may not get such a friendly reception, or the offer of a cup of tea/coffee!

Things cheer up again now..

Polypodium interjectum ?
Just beyond the Brick Works along the road from me is High Woods, not, as far as I have seen majorly overflowing with
ferns, although many
of the local species
are there, and I have
only explored a relatively small area of it.
However a little way
in from the car park
there is an old ditch,
and growing on the
lower portions of the
trees and a couple of
prostrate branches,
are several clumps of
the Polypodium opposite.
Further along the lane
that runs up one side
of the woods (Pear
Tree Lane), on the
bank, is a wonderful
clump stretching for
several yards. Or, at
least did. Its been a while since I drove the full length of the road due to it being frequently closed for flooding, it being
very narrow in places, not that that stops idiots from speeding along it, or taking vehicles that are far to big along it, plus
I bought a new car recently and my bank balance is afraid of it!

Diary Dates Looking a bit more probable now!
Some dates to note for future group events:

24th and 25th July—RHS Wisley Fern and Carnivorous Plant Show, The New Hilltop Centre. The Home of Gardening Science
25th and 26th September Cultivar Group meeting at Bexhill (my garden), Sevenoaks and Kemsing. It is strongly
suggested that accommodation not be booked until closer to the date.

Please note— as if you really need reminding—all the above are liable to cancellation depending on the mixing
rules in force at the time.

Alien Cyrtomium Ferns

Pat Acock.

Some of you will know my interest in Alien ferns. I have loved walking around London with John Edgington where he has
found many really unusual ferns in basements, walls and open areas. I suppose it is the spore bank, niches and the extra
warmth that make London such a hot spot for these exotics.
Cyrtomium falcatum has been known near the path to Tintagel since 1989 and sightings around Cornwall, the Scilly Island and along the South Coast as far east as Hastings have been recorded.
I spoke to a fern person in northern Italy about her book where she had recorded Cyrtomium fortunei but she was adamant that this was the common fern around the Genoa region. That was probably fifteen years ago. Since then. C. fortunei , has become the dominant one in Britain. The pair come from China but are regularly grown as house plants and
seem to have migrated eastwards.

Cytomium fortunei in dense undergrowth
Scadbury Park, Chiselhurst, Kent

Geoffrey Kitchener, the Kent County recorder, who grows a lot of ferns tells me that the latter fern is the one that sports
in his garden despite growing both. I was very pleased on a walk a few winters ago as the undergrowth was dying back to
spot about 2-3m from the path in dense woodland one plant of C. fortunei. It was at least 50m from the nearest habitation competing with the dense undergrowth of ivy and brambles. This was about 2 miles from where I live and a regular
walk. You can imagine my still greater surprise in walking along the River Cray where I must have walked for the last 50
years at least weekly. looking down at the water's edge. waving to me in the breeze there was another alien fern. Scrambling down and avoiding slipping into the flow, it was easy to confirm my suspicions that it was another C. fortunei. This
one was just a few hundred yards from my home.

Cytomium fortunei on the edge of the River Cray, St Mary Cray,
Kent

Please note—For some reason I was unable to copy and past Pat’s write-up, so I had to copy it by hand. Any errors you may spot (I did double check it) are down to me and not Pat.
If there are any, my apologies, in advance, to him and all of you.

A few ideas and thoughts for future editions.
In the piece on my visit to Winchelsea, in the previous edition, I mentioned that my first meeting had started there. It occurred to me that members recounting their memories of their first BPS meeting would be very interesting, might trigger
memories in others of that, or similar trips and might give ideas for future field trips.
So, if any of you would like to send me any such memories, with or without photos , I would be very happy to use them in
future newsletters.
Additionally if any of you have recollections of particularly memorable meetings or strange or amusing incidents that happened at various meetings, that would be great to add, either as an entire article, or a short snippet.
I would like to continue, as an ongoing series, the “Spotlight on” article, so if any of you have suggestions for future subjects,
please let me know, or even better, if you would like to contribute something, I would be very happy to receive it.
Referring back to the Winchelsea piece, If you have an area near you that you visit but do not feel there is enough ferny interest to warrant it being the subject of a full meeting , then please feel free to send me a write-up on that area for inclusion.
Any suggestions, ideas or pieces you have that you would like to see in this, please let me know. I don’t want it to become
just a vanity project for me every edition. So happy to get anything of interest.

Lemmaphyllum microphyllum in London

With thanks to Erika Alexovics

Erika posted three photos on Facebook, of
this fern establishing well on the outside of an
orchid basket. When I contacted her to see if
she would allow me to use the photos, she
very kindly sent me two more.
Erika Lives in London and these are kept indoors over winter and live in her shaded
greenhouse over the summer. Max temperature 28C.
Originally two were purchased from EBay, last
summer. One kept in the greenhouse, the
other initially tried outside but moved into the
greenhouse after a couple of weeks, as it was
deteriorating. The orchids are Stanhopea and
Gongora (both new to me so my purchase of a
second-hand orchid encyclopaedia has been
justified). The basket gets soaked once a week and spends the winter in a south facing window from October to mid-April, with
regular spraying ,as Erika has found the fern needs high humidity, The basket then returns to the greenhouse.

Happy ferning to you all, and I look forward to when we can safely meet up again. From something I saw this
morning, it might not be too much longer!

