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Mark’s Musings

A Happy New Year to you all and hopefully, a much better year generally, when we can once again, meet
up in person and talk about ferns, see them together in the wild, and visit each other!
Something I for one have badly missed this past year. What’s the point of having a new fern greenhouse
when you can’t show it to anyone? So far only Julian and Paul Ripley from the BPS have seen it, and Julian only saw it empty as he helped me to get the roof on! Even I didn’t start planting until it was built, although it was tempting.
There is not a huge amount of reading in this edition, but I hope the photos make up for that. I must
acknowledge again those that have given me help, advice and permissions for their photos and information to be used: Julian Reed, Bart Hendrikx, Genek Eurad, Gert-Jan van der Kolk and Ray Edwards.
Those of you who follow the Asplenium group on Facebook will have seen another of Genek’s
“Chernobyl” Scollies—a very good ‘Crispum’ that heavily spores! If you have yet to take the plunge, that
plant is a good excuse, as I have not included it here.
I would like to also congratulate Julian on his Polypodium Zoom meeting — possibly an ongoing addition

Classic Cultivar
Osmunda regalis ‘Purpurascens

Photos by Julian Reed, thank you for them.

One of the largest and most majestic cultivars for the cool, temperate garden. (You will see something even more majestic
below, unfortunately few of us will be growing it to maturity.)

I have not been able to find out when this form first appeared, or if it was a wild find or from a sowing. If anyone has information on this, I would love to add it in a future newsletter.
The cultivar is not mentioned in “Our Native Ferns” by E. J. Lowe, nor in “British Ferns and Their Varieties” by Charles
Druery. However, it does appear in Lowe’s “The Young Collector—British Ferns” of 1908. Interestingly Francis George
Heath does not mention it in :”British Fern Varieties” of 1912. All this makes me think that it appeared not much earlier
than 1908, and not widely known for several years.
This is one of the rare occasions when neither Martin Rickard’s or Sue Olsen’s books - the two I always go to—add any
additional information on origins.
However, they do add to another interesting point about this fern: Lowe, in the “Young Collectors” states: “Remarkable
for its colour, but is distinct also in habit, not being unlike Osmunda spectabilis, a North American species.” Martin, in the
“Plantfinders Guide” speculates on whether it is a separate species or a sub-species, noting that it both comes almost
100% true from spores and seems slightly less hardy. Richard Rush, in “A Guide to Hardy Ferns” (BPS Special Publication) my original first “go-to” when the spore list came out! - writes: “Included here because does not seem of British origin(?).
What is its origin, and is it really a cultivated variety (seeming to come 100% true from spores)?

The above would lead one to wonder if, indeed this might be, in fact, a variety of Osmunda spectabilis. However Sue Olsen, in her “Encyclopaedia of Garden Ferns” mentions that there is also a purple form of spectabilis in addition to our
friend here.
We have a fern mystery that is in need of solving, so, again, any additional information or speculation would be most welcome and would be added to the next edition.

A new Exotic Cultivar
Onoclea sensibilis ‘Skeleton’

photo by and with permission of Bart Hendrikx. Additional information

from Gert-Jan
Also known as ‘Hortvs Linearis’. I now have small piece of this cultivar, along with another new form—’Undulatum’
which, due to the dryness in my garden, it will have to be kept in a pot.
As far as I am aware, ‘Skeleton’ requires the same conditions as the species .
I look forward to seeing this in the future in large swathes in someone’s garden. I am sure it will look spectacular.

Polystichum setiferum cultivar.
The other day while looking through The Fern Growers Manual by Barbara Joe Hoshizaki I came across the pressed frond
below.
I don’t know if this is one I put in there, I tend to put them between a folded piece of paper first, or if it was there when I
was given the book. I know tucking odd things between the pages of books is something I do quite often—inherited from
my father, and I know we are not the only ones to do this. I have bought secondhand books and found odd things between
the pages on occasions. Why , I would like to know, is it never £10 notes?
Looking again at the photo, having added it, I thought it was probably me who put it there, The forward curved pinnae are
on a plant Julian gave me a couple of years ago to see how it would develop. However, when I went back out to check that
plant, It does not have the terminal cresting, so I now think it came with the book.
I wonder how many of you do the same and what botanical (or other) surprises await any future owners of the volumes
you all currently possess.
Just in case any of you are wondering, no, there were no spores shed on the pages, sadly. I have though, sown spores from
the plant from Julian.

Graveyard Cultivar
Something to look out for in the next edition of the Pteridologist— a photo of a carved Scollie variety spotted on a gravestone
and posted on Facebook.
I would have included it but Alec got the request in to the poster before I did!
Its not a spectacular variety by any means, I don’t think Tim would bother growing it, but it is interesting to see it in stone
none the less.

Crested Tree Fern

Photos by, and used with the kind permission of Ray Edwards.

We have another new crested Tree Fern in Cyathea medularis
This variety was bred by Ray Edwards, who kindly provided me the following information.
It appeared in a tray of medularis that he was growing for W/S market in Australia. As Ray had a crested cooperi he wonders
if there has been some hybridisation, although the two plants look very different.

With these crested Tree Ferns appearing in cultivation, is a shame that most of us have neither the microclimate or greenhouse space to grow them. I am sure a grove of these would look stunning.

The normal medularis to compare with the photos following.

There appears to be some cresting on the fern behind this pot. I should have spotted that earlier and asked Ray what it was,
Instead, take it as a little identification challenge for you.

Radioactive Scollies!!! -part 2
For the benefit of anyone who has just joined this group, and for whom this is their first edition, I have repeated
the introduction from the October Newsletter. For those of you that have seen that one, just jump straight down
to the photos of these amazing varieties.
The following photos and details were kindly provided by Genek Eurad
Genek posted a couple of photos of his Scollies on Facebook a little while ago and they prompted an amazed response.
Understandable, I’m sure you will agree as you look at the photos following, and,
I contacted Genek to ask permission to use his photos and for some background, which he kindly supplied along with
more photos.
The original parents of the following plants, which he has selected over several generations, were ‘Marginatum’ and
‘Muricatum’ varieties. However, it is possible (probable?) that something additional is responsible for these extreme results.
Genek’s garden was within the range of the Chernobyl disaster, not close enough to cause major problems but close
enough for the inhabitants to have to drink iodine for protection, which sounds pretty unpleasant to me. The question I find
interesting is: Are we seeing the effects of radiation in these plants, or were these variations inherent in the plants all along? A
question, obviously, I cannot answer but it does raise other interesting questions.
I wonder if anyone has looked at, or sown spores from other ferns that were within the Chernobyl range, or Three Mile
Island or Fukushima in Japan. It would be very interesting to hear if anyone has, and, if so, what the results were.
For the moment, I am very grateful to Genek for allowing me to share these amazing variations with you.

Genek has very kindly sent me some spores from several of these plants, which have been sown so, hopefully. I will be successful and, in a few years sporelings might be appearing at the meetings plant swaps!

