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Mark’s Musings

Welcome to another Cultivar Newsletter. After what seems like a very long time, we are back meeting again. My first meet being, appropriately, the Cultivar Group meeting held here on Saturday morning,
and Riverhill Himalayan Gardens in the afternoon—which I did not go to, partly because of the fuel stupidity ,but mainly because I had driven back from a holiday the day before, and I was going up on the Sunday to Julian’s marvellous garden and allotment. It was wonderful to see so many of you over the weekend.
At Andrew’s request I have reduced the quality and size of some of the photos to make emailing
easier. If any of you print out these newsletters and want the higher quality photos, I am happy to send
them on to you, But if you just view on the computer, you should not notice any difference.
Thanks to Chance Justbe, Mark Supple and Julian Reed for permission to use their photos and information in this issue.
Apologies for the lateness of this issue I would like to offer some indisputable mitigating circumstances, but I cannot think of any, so a straight apology will have to do.

Classic Cultivar Polypodium cambricum ‘Grandiceps Fox’.
This variety was originally found at
Grange-over-Sands in the Lake District, in
1868 by Mrs Fox, according to both Martin
Rickard in the “Plantfinder's” book and Druery in British Ferns and their Varieties.
Druery adds that for many years the
origin of this form was obscure but resolved
by the work of Mr. Barnes and Mr. Hartley. At
the time of Druery writing, the original plant
was in the possession of Mrs. J. K. Hodgson of
Ulverstone and being grown under glass
In Polypodium Cultivars and Species by
Martin, he goes into a very interesting discussion on the ‘Grandiceps Fox’ and ‘Grandiceps
Forster’ question. I highly recommend a reread of this.

My
main
clump

This variety I initially struggled with in
my current garden. I brought a chunk with me
from Westfield Lane, which itself, had been a
piece off the clump I had in our previous garden.

It had done well in both those gardens. Here I planted it at the base of an Oak tree, with a similar sized piece of a
‘Pulcherrimum’ on the opposite side. The ‘Pulcherrimum has done brilliantly, ‘Fox’ the opposite. It deteriorated to disappearing completely for a season, then a small frond grew the following year. I dug it up and moved it to a newly built bed
near the kitchen. The result after a few years you see on the previous page. I obviously missed a small piece of rhizome as
now a clump is slowly developing and looking happy against the Oak tree.

Single
Frond

Below is a plant Julia n Reed grew from spores from ‘Fox’

Both photos on this page by Julian.

Another spore
grown plant, this
time from Tricia
Howard’s plant.

New Cultivar/Exotic Cultivar—Dicksonia antartica ‘Twist of Fate’
Photos and information kindly supplied by Mark Supple.
Credit for producing it to The Fern Frond Propagation Nursery.
Some of you might be thinking “not another crested Tree Fern!”, but, at last we have one that some of us might be able to
actually grow in our gardens one day, unlike the others I have featured, that require the ownership of a very large greenhouse and bank balance to heat it.

Detail of the cresting.

Looking rather like some 1950’s Alien Monster, the first frond appearing on a sowing of ‘Twist of Fate’ somewhere in
deepest England.

Mark has supplied me with the following information on the history of this cultivar: It
was a single plant that appeared in a tray of Dicksonia antartica sporelings at The Fern
Frond Propagation Nursery in Australia

Unfortunately it only produces very small amounts of spore. Sowings from the original plant produce about 75% true offspring, presumably the other 25% being the normal
species. It would be nice to think that other variations might show up in the future, I am
looking forward to seeing things like Grandiceps, depauperatums, Plumosums, etc. there
are loads of wonderful possibilities but I’m not sure where I would plant them all though.

Two more, very recent, photos of Mark’s crop of
sporelings. Coming along
very nicely indeed.
It is purely coincidence
that this is written in green,
nothing to do with jealously
at all!

Two potentially promising young Polystichum setiferum cultivars.
A couple of days ago, while looking
to see if some of the cultivars of Arum
italicum (I know it is treachery to be mentioning other plants in a fern cultivar
newsletter), had begun to show through
yet, I took a closer look at some of the
Polystichum setiferum sporelings I had
planted out, to see how they would develop,. These two took my eye.

The first one has, in my opinion,
good, small, neat pinnules. Some of the
fronds are also showing quite a bit of light
cresting at the pinnae tips but none on
the frond tip. I have not included them as
they are looking rather tatty at present.

This second is progeny of
progeny of progeny of Martin’s
‘Leinthal Starkes’
I particularly like the way,
on most of this group, the pinnae
“thumbs” line up parallel to the
pinnae mid-rib and almost, or
actually, touch the one in front.

A late reminder for this year or an early one for next year.—Spores
photos by Chance Justbe

Unfortunately this was a reminder I could have done with as I have not done any collecting this year. I am
going to blame the weather but that is a rather poor excuse.
Anyway Chance Juistbe, from the USA is showing what I should have done, with an absolutely wonderful
crop of ‘Dre’s Dagger’. This is not a cultivar I have. When I first became aware of it I wondered how different it
was, but from people who have grown it, it is distinct.
I had just one coming along well from a BPS spore sowing of a couple of years ago but a squirrel decided
to bury a nut in the pot and dug it out in the process. By the time I found it, it was beyond help, as would the
squirrel have been if I had found it!

My immediate thought with the Polypodium cambricum below is some sort of soil deficiency, however, apart from the colour and one damaged pinnae the fronds look perfectly healthy. It has only
been in the pot (one my father made from concrete some 70 odd years ago) for just over a year and
I gave it a mulch of reasonably well rotted leafmold in the spring.
It will be interesting to see what it does next season.

As the next edition will be in 2022, I wish you all a happy Christmas and New Year, and
I look forward to meeting you again at some of the 2022 meetings.

