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Summer Newsletter 2021 
 

 

We’re not going out. 
Not staying in. 

Just running around with our heads in a spin. 
But there is no need to scream and shout. 

We’re not going out. 
We are not going out! 

 
 

Anyone, who recalls the Lee Mac comedy series will be familiar with these lyrics 
from the theme tune, and I think most of us will recognise that we have lived in a 
weird world of mixed messages and frustrating restrictions on our desires to get out 
and about, do more ferning and attend meetings with real people.  

There are glimmers of hope now and hopefully where we felt we were losing 
organisational threads these can be gathered back in!  

In the case of this belated newsletter, I have offered to lend a hand to pull it 
together. Perhaps there are hopes that this is work experience and training for a 
publicity officer! We will see. 

As you will notice there are several items included in this newsletter which spill 
over from the last one and relate to upcoming vacancies in officer posts. By all 
accounts the current incumbents have enjoyed their contributions to the Society 
and have felt well supported by the committee and members but now feel they 
need to step back. Please give some thought to taking on these important and 
rewarding roles. 

In the meantime, I note that ferns in my garden are producing plenty of spores for 
collection, which means work for Sue and Brian Dockerill. Please see their article 
on page 4.  
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I hope you all enjoy the rest of the remaining Summer and planning Fern activities 
out in the wider world again! 

Best wishes  

Laurence Sutton 
 
 
Please feel free to send news, feedback and information to me for inclusion in the 
Autumn newsletter. 
lasusu@laurencesutton.co.uk  

Letter from our BPS President, Alison Evans  

Dear BPS member, 

Welcome to our rather belated summer newsletter. I hope that you are all keeping 
well and have been able to continue to enjoy ferny pursuits during this our 130th 
Anniversary year. 

Our regional organisers are back in action, arranging local meetings that can be 
held safely outside. Please check our website for events in your area. There are still 
some places on the joint meeting between the Manchester and North Midlands 
Group and the North-West Group on 18th August at the new RHS Bridgewater 
garden. Details are on our website – 
https://ebps.org.uk/events/category/meetings/regional/manchester/ 

You need to book ahead with Mike Canaway if you want to join us on that day 
ManchesterNorthMidlands@eBPS.org.uk 

We have had two successful events at RHS Wisley, reported on page 5 and I am 
also delighted to report that Julian Reed and Peter Clare won a Silver-Gilt medal 
for their fern stand at the Hampton Court Flower Show – very well done! 

Continuing uncertainty over the Covid situation has prevented us from making 
plans for our Autumn meeting, which may be held by Zoom. We will send out a 
further email to keep you updated on this and hope to send out details with our 
special Anniversary supplement of the Pteridologist. We are also planning our 
Winter series of joint Zoom talks with the Hardy Fern Foundation – details will go 
out in our Autumn mailing! 

The previously cancelled 2020 National Cultivar Group meeting has now been 
rearranged and will be held on the 25th and 26th September 2021. Details are 
provided on page 6. Many thanks to Julian Reed and Mark Border for this 
combined meeting with the South-East Group.  

mailto:lasusu@laurencesutton.co.uk
https://ebps.org.uk/events/category/meetings/regional/manchester/
mailto:ManchesterNorthMidlands@eBPS.org.uk
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If you haven’t already completed our fern hardiness survey, please have a look at 
our website for details, and see page 10. We now have 82 contributors but would 
like to try to reach 100, so please consider filling in the Questionnaire. 

If you are a fern grower, please look out for spores to submit to our spore exchange 
– details on page 4.  

Exciting news on page 11, of a new fern book from Martin Rickard, ‘Ferns for a 
cool temperate climate’, due to be published on 23rd August. Very much looking 
forward to seeing a copy! 

Officers needed! 

Membership Secretary - Ann Robbins writes: 

During the last three years I have devoted my Monday mornings to the job of 
Membership Secretary for the Society. It’s a busy time processing renewals and 
new applications. In addition I’m called upon for mailing lists for our various 
publications. As a member of the committee I am also called upon for other 
statistics concerning membership. The data is held in a simple Access database. I 
will be giving up this post at the AGM in 2022, so please let me know if you are 
interested in this important role soon to ensure a smooth handover before the end 
of the year. Email membership@ebps.org.uk  

We also need a new Treasurer – please see page 9 for details. 

Hoping that it won’t be too long before we can meet again face to face! 

Wishing you all a healthy and ferny summer! 

Alison 

Dr Alison Evans 
President, BPS 

 

 

https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/fern-hardiness-questionnaire/
mailto:membership@ebps.org.uk
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Spore Exchange and Collecting Spores. Sue and Brian 
Dockerill 

Impact of Brexit on Spore and Plant Exchanges 

It is with great regret that we must announce that we are no longer able to send spores 
to countries in the European Union or Northern Ireland. The ongoing arrangements 
between the UK and the EU means that such shipments would require phytosanitary 
certificates, and these are not practical for the small packs of the many taxa of spores 
we send. 

We are currently still able to receive spores from the EU, but this may also change in 
January 2022. 

We are working with other plant societies and the RHS to see whether we can lobby 
the UK government to enable such small lots of spores to be made exempt, but do not 
anticipate that this will bear fruit before the 2022 exchange. 

It has been a great source of pleasure for us to work with our continental brethren, 
both as donors and requestors, over the nearly 10 years we have been running the 
exchange. We send our very best wishes to you all and hope you and your fern 
collections continue to do well. If there are any changes made to the regulations which 
mean we can return to supplying the EU and Northern Ireland, we will update the 
website accordingly and put out the bunting! 

A further impact is that plants also require phytosanitary certificates to be sent 
between the UK and many other countries, and to be imported into the UK. They are 
not required between EU countries. Obviously, members may still use the website 
facility to donate and request plants, but all participants should ensure that they 
comply with the requirements of the recipient country where this is not the same as 
the location of the sender. 

Ever thought of collecting spores? 

We can see from the entries on the fern hardiness pages of the website that BPS 
members grow a wide and interesting range of ferns. And that’s just the hardy ones! If 
your ferns ever produce spores, we would love to receive them. If you have never 
collected fern spores before, the website has lots of general information (Information 
for Spore Donors - The British Pteridological Society (ebps.org.uk)) as well as some 
specific guidance for you (How to collect and clean fern spores - The British 
Pteridological Society (ebps.org.uk)). Don’t worry if you are unsure that what you 
have collected are spores - we are always willing to give advice and can provide 
helpful feedback based on any donations you can send. It can be tricky to get the 
timing of collection exactly right at first, but most people find that this gets easier with 
experience and can add a new dimension to your fern growing. 

https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/guidance-notes-spore-donors-v2/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/guidance-notes-spore-donors-v2/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/collect-clean-fern-spores/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/spore-exchange/collect-clean-fern-spores/
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A question we are frequently asked is when spores are ready. Unfortunately, this is not 
easy to answer as ferns can vary depending on the season and their specific treatment. 
However, as a general rule, we start looking for spores around late June/early July and 
continue right up to the autumn. So, now is a great time to start looking at those ferns 
in your collection which you would like to pass on to your fellow members. And it’s 
not just the warm glow of helping others that is your reward – you can order up to 10 
extra taxa and your order is picked before non-donors so items in short supply often 
only go to donors. 

We look forward to your donations! 

Brian & Sue Dockerill 
Spore and Plant Exchange Organisers 

BPS and Carnivorous Plant Society Show, RHS, Wisley, 
2021. Peter Blake  
The new Events Hall in the Hilltop Centre at RHS Wisley played host to a show 
staged by the BPS and the Carnivorous Plant Society on 24th and 25th July 2021. After 
their success at the RHS Hampton Court Garden Festival, where they won a Silver-
Gilt medal for their display (see photo below), Julian Reed and Peter Clare created 

stands of hardy ferns and 
Jude Lawton packed a table 
with a wide range of 
interesting potted ferns from 
her garden in Kent. Pat 
Acock produced an 
impressive selection of 
equisetums showing the 
variation of form and colour 
in that group and Peter 
Blake displayed tender ferns 
for indoor culture.  

Despite taking place in the 
shadow of the third wave of 
the pandemic, there was a 

steady stream of gardeners, students, and BPS members. Inevitably, there was much 
discussion and some re-labelling of misidentified ferns! Lessons were learnt about 
how to maximise the potential of the new venue, and it is likely that this show will 
take place again next year on 23rd and 24th July 2022.  

Peter Blake  
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National Cultivar Meeting, 25th and 26th September 2021. 
Julian Reed 

On Saturday meet at 10.30 at Mark Border’s home. 

Mark has a brilliant collection with many fascinating ferns especially Asplenium 

scolopendrium cultivars and much more. 
After a fascinating visit to Mark’s we will go on to Riverhill Himalayan Gardens 
for 2.30 pm, approximately an hour’s drive, which gives you time to grab some 
lunch on the way or at Riverhill. Adam has arranged free entry to the gardens for 
us. There is an old Edwardian Rock Garden now planted as a fernery and some 
interesting Dryopteris species on site as well. 

On Sunday we will visit Julian Reed’s Garden in Kemsing and visit the fern 
allotment, 19A Northdown Road, Kemsing TN15 6SD. Housed in the garden and 
allotment is the national collection of Polypodium plus over a hundred Polystichum 
plus a lot more. There are literally hundreds of ferns in the garden at Kemsing and 
at the allotment. 

If you would like to join us for lunch at the pub or the Italian deli in Kemsing let 
me know so I can book space. 
Contact Julian Reed if you would like to come on julianreed@waitrose.com 

Please find accommodation for Saturday night. There is a Premier Inn in 
Sevenoaks at Hitchen Hatch Lane, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3BE. Or there is a 
Travel Lodge at Mount Ephraim, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Tunbridge Wells TN4 
8BU, but parking might be an issue. 

 

DETAILS 
Start: September 25th, 2021 @ 10:30 am 
End: September 26th, 2021 @ 4:00 pm 
ORGANISER: Julian Reed 
Phone: 0195 9522719 
Email: julianreed@waitrose.com 
Further information may be obtained on the BPS website. 
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Fern Monitoring Group 

To all members, 

Hopefully, you will be aware of the proposal put forward under the auspice of the 
BPS to establish a fern monitoring group with the aim of collecting and co-
ordinating data from across the British Isles from the various regional and more 
local groups and further to support these groups in future recording activities.  

The initial ideas were outlined in the 2020 Spring Newsletter.  

We are aware of the hard work and dedication of many local and regional groups 
who over the years have recorded populations of ferns (and their allies) which are 
perhaps vulnerable or at their limits of their ecological distribution. Thus, the 
Society has a rich potential source of invaluable data secured by its members.  

As a starting point in establishing a fern monitoring group it would be invaluable 
to build up a compendium of species with records and general observations. 
Contributions from regional and local groups would be fully acknowledged and the 
provenance of the records always declared. From these records we hope to build up 
a generic database but with clear links to the original records. Through the process 
of creating a compendium we can learn where future monitoring may be invaluable 
in protecting some of our vulnerable species. 

The range of activities in terms of future fern monitoring can range from simple 
notes of an individual or a group’s activities over a year in a chosen area 
(Phenological approach), through to more formal counting and recording of a 
specific fern to the intense studies of a fern group demanding counts at precise 
locations and with given tetrads etc. Overall, it is thought that the majority of fern 
monitoring will be a leisurely non-onerous exercise helping us to build up a picture 
of the status of some of our more threatened species. 

If some regional groups are not involved in any form of monitoring per se, they 
may well know of individuals or other organisations who are undertaking such 
exercises and invite them to contribute towards this proposed initiative. 

It is hoped that a series of meetings led by Barry Wright, can be set up for those 
interested to discuss monitoring, particularly covering practical guidance.  

We would welcome your views on this proposed initiative and invite you to send 
in current and historical records. Please e-mail Barry Wright and Laurence Sutton 
via link on the BPS Website (search Fern Monitoring). 
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As an example of a type of monitoring activity here is a short account by Roger 
Golding on the monitoring of Lycopodiella inundata in Cumbria. 

Laurence Sutton 

Last year the the Species Recovery Trust contacted us to ask for help in Cumbria 
with their monitoring programme for Lycopodiella inundata (Marsh Clubmoss). 
There are three extant locations in the area - Wasdale, Torver Back Common near 
Coniston, and Blea Moss, Little Langdale. There are three other old sites where it 
is presumed extinct. This seems like an appropriate project for the North-West 
Group to take on, so this year we tackled the Wasdale site. The aim is to do one 
site every 1-2 years so that each site is visited at least every 5 years. 

In 2018 the Wasdale site was surveyed by the Species Recovery Trust and 740 
plants were counted. This year, using the same methodology we counted around 
2,163 plants with an additional 168 at an outlying colony, with around 500 young 
stroboli (fruiting cones). The reason for the increase is unknown, but the 
population has certainly fluctuated greatly in the past, as in 2004 only one spike 
was located. At this site our observation was that a moderate level of sheep grazing 
seems to have a beneficial effect, both keeping down the level of taller grass and 
herbs, and dislodging and trampling small pieces of the plant which then have the 
opportunity to root in wet ground. As many of the plants are actually connected 
underground it seems to me likely that dormant or hidden plants regrow shoots 
above ground when conditions are favourable, and die back above ground when 
they are not. But I admit I don’t know much about the ecology of this fascinating 
plant - much to learn! 

Roger Golding  

Committee and Officer Posts  

Nominations for Committee posts 

The Society is run by a large Committee made up of the Officers, key post holders 
and up to 10 general members. We are keen that it reflects the breadth of 
experience and outlook available within the Society and would like to encourage 
more people to come forward to join it. 

A Committee member’s role is to oversee the activities and spending of the Society 
and to guide the use of its funds to best meet our charitable aims and members’ 
needs. General members’ voices are particularly important in this process. 
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We meet three times a year, currently by Zoom, but some face-to-face meetings 
may well come back when restrictions allow. They are held at weekends and any 
face-to-face meetings are spread around the country. Not all members are able to 
attend all meetings, so the time commitments need not be onerous. Any travel costs 
may be reclaimed. 

If you want to find out more, or have suggestions for nominations, please contact 
me on CommitteeSecretary@eBPS.org.uk . Please think if you can support the 
Society in this way – you would be made most welcome! 

Sue Dockerill (Committee Secretary) 

BPS Officer Post Vacancy 

The post of Honorary Treasurer will become vacant after the AGM in 2022. This 
is an interesting executive post at the centre of the Society, involved in the 
financial and executive decisions needed for the BPS to thrive. The successful 
applicant would be the Treasurer Elect for one year and would work alongside 
Peter Blake and the Finance Officer before taking over the post. Any member of 
the Society interested in this post is encouraged to contact Peter Blake 
Treasurer@ebps.org.uk who will discuss the post with them and send them the job 
description. 

BPS Officer Post Vacancy 

The post of Membership Secretary will become free in 2022 when Ann Robbins 
steps down. Please contact Ann for more details at  Membership@ebps.org.uk 

BPS Publications – Help Wanted 

Do you have a spare room or attic? Are you a book-aholic? Would        you be able to 
store some of our BPS Publications? 
Patrick Acock has been looking after our Special Publications and journal back-
numbers for about 35 years now, and it is time to recruit some helpers. The job 
could easily be split into two with someone looking after our Special Publications 
and someone else doing back-numbers. Patrick is happy to help people in these 
roles. In addition to storage space, a handy post-office would be good as some of 
our books are selling very well! Please contact Patrick – Publications@ebps.org.uk 
if you feel you could help. 

mailto:CommitteeSecretary@eBPS.org.uk
mailto:Treasurer@ebps.org.uk
mailto:Membership@ebps.org.uk
mailto:Publications@ebps.org.uk
mailto:Publications@ebps.org.uk
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The BPS Fern Hardiness Project 

I cannot now remember how the recent incarnation of the BPS Fern Hardiness 
Project started. I know that Julian Reed and Alison Evans tried to start one that 
never really got off the ground. 
I thought (hoped?) that it would be easier for people if they could tick a check box 
rather than write down all their ferns. We already had a “Ferns in Members’ 
Gardens” project that contained many names of ferns.  
I used this as the basis of a list of ferns that I could use. At this point I developed 
version one of the questionnaire and asked Peter Blake, Julian and Alison what 
they thought. 
Peter was the most enthusiastic and has remained an important member of the Fern 
Hardiness Project. 
Together with Alison Paul, we removed all the native ferns, all the varieties and 
cultivars and tried to correct the spelling and remove synonyms. 
Synonyms are a problem as most people like the first name they know the fern by 
and we did not want to use the most “modern” name at the expense of recognition. 
The compromise was to produce a Synonym Table so that we would only need to 
store one (most understood) name on our database. 
Hybrids were another problem as some are named specifically and some not, so the 
introduction of a Hybrid Table. 
Peter filled in the early questionnaire many times and he requested a “Something 
Else” box, which was a useful addition, and as people used it, I had to add their 
additions to the questionnaire. 
You can see the current incarnation of the questionnaire. 
In order to garner as many responses as we could we “bribed” our audience with a 
raffle and an exciting prize of Martin Rickard’s Polypodium book, which was 
eventually won by Bridget Laue. 
We now have over 80 contributors and you can see all the results here. 
So what conclusions can we draw so far? 
People are growing 406 non-native hardy ferns in their gardens.  
The most popular is Dryopteris erythrosora which appears in 57 of the 82 gardens. 
There is no evidence that there is a difference between what people grow and the 
location where they live, but then most of the UK is in similar hardiness zones. 
There is more evidence that the “spread” of ferns is done within regional groups. 
The project is not finished and can go on forever. If you have not filled in the 
questionnaire, please do so, if you have filled it out, you can do so again and add 
additions. If you need to delete ferns, you have to email me.  
Andrew Leonard 

https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/synonym-table/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/hybrid-table/
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/fern-hardiness-questionnaire/
https://ebps.org.uk/publications/special-publications/#SP16
https://ebps.org.uk/php/hardiness/mapm.php
https://ebps.org.uk/php/hardiness/menu.php
https://ebps.org.uk/php/hardiness/popularity.php
https://ebps.org.uk/ferns/growing/fern-hardiness/fern-hardiness-questionnaire/
mailto:mail@andrew-leonard.co.uk?subject=BPS%20Fern%20Hardiness%20Project
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A New Publication from Martin Rickard 
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BPS Special Publications 

If you need a good idea for a gift for one of your ferny friends or partner, search no 
further. Scan our Special Publications for a good read. I find I return to my Special 
Publications time and time again when I need some information, or I am waiting for 
something to start on  the television. 

Pat Acock 
 

This list is for August 2021 and supersedes all previous lists.  
You can order using the form provided or via the BPS website. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 2. Fern Names and their 
Meanings. 2nd edition of J.W. Dyce’s book, extended and 
extensively revised by John Edgington (2016). 
Price £5, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 4. The History of British 
Pteridology. Edited by J.M. Camus (1991) 127 pages. 
Price £4, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 5. (SALE ITEM!) The British 
Pteridological Society, Abstracts and Reports, 1894-1905. (1991) 
245 pages.  
Price £4, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 7. Polystichum Cultivars. 
J.W. Dyce. Edited and expanded by Martin Rickard and Robert 
Sykes. 2nd Edition with Colour Plates (2017). 
Price £15, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 9. Fern Books in English 
Published Before 1900. Nigel Hall and Martin Rickard. (2006) 
Price £15, plus postage.  

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 10. The Occasional Paper of the 
British Pteridological Society 1875. This is  a facsimile copy of the 
original published by the forerunner of our Society, with notes by Dr 
Michael Hayward. (2008)  
Price £2.50, plus postage. 
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SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 11. This CD contains volume 1-9 
of the British Fern Gazette along with a listing of British ferns by 
E.J. Lowe. Dr Michael Hayward has hand-edited the files to allow 
accurate searching with Adobe Reader, and the original photographic 
illustrations have been enhanced. An essential and very useful 
addition to all members’ collections.  
Price £15, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 12. Who found our ferns? by John 
Edgington (2013) tells the story of the discovery of Britain’s 
pteridophytes from Saxon times to the present. The lives of those 
who noticed, collected and described our ferns, horsetails, quillworts 
and clubmosses are interwoven with accounts of how, where and 
when they found them. Includes historical accounts supplemented by 
recent taxonomic research of 85 taxa that grow wild in Britain and 
Ireland, or have done so in the past, with details of almost all records 
before 1724, or later for subsequent discoveries.  
Price £15, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 14. Col. Jones produced 48 sets of 
Nature Prints of varieties of British  ferns, issued 1876-1880, each 
with around 300 sheets. This study by Michael Hayward is based on 
the 12 surviving sets of prints and the large archive of prints  held by 
the BPS. For the included CD, the text that accompanied the prints 
has been digitised and formatted as a searchable file, together with 
around 380 high resolution images of the prints and images of the 
original text sheets. Price £20, plus postage. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION No. 15. Fern Albums and Related 
Material covers the production of albums of pressed ferns that 
became extremely popular in the second half of the nineteenth 
century, particularly in Britain and in New Zealand. This attractive 
book by Michael Hayward and Martin Rickard (2019), with over 400 
illustrations, will appeal to fern lovers and anyone who has an interest 
in this period of Victorian history. Patrick Brownsey writes: this book 

will undoubtedly become the standard reference point from which 

further research is launched. 

Price £25.00, plus postage. 

Special Publication No. 16. Polypodium Cultivars and Species. 
This second edition (2020) covers all known species, hybrids and 
cultivars of the genus Polypodium s.s. Martin Rickard describes the 
ferns and illustrates them with over 400 pictures and 320 pages. This 
edition has been revised with some minor updates.  
Price £25, plus postage. 
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BPS Special Publications Order Form    August 2021 

Please send me copies of the following Special Publications: 
 

Special Publication 
Price 
per 

copy 

No. 
copies 

UK 
postage 

Europe 
postage 

*Rest of 
world 

postage TOTAL 

2. Fern names & their meanings £5  £1.50 £4 £5  
4. History of British Pteridology £4  £2 £5 £7  
5. BPS Abstracts & papers £4  £2 £5 £7  
7. Polystichum cultivars £15  £2 £5 £7  
9. Fern books £15  £2 £5 £7  
10. Occasional paper of BPS £2.50  £1.50 £3 £4  
11. CD Fern Gazette vols 1-9 £15  £1.50 £3 £4  
12. Who found our ferns? £15  £3 £6 £6  
14. The Jones nature prints £20  £2 £5 £7  
15. Fern albums & related material £25  £3 £6 £8  
16. Polypodium cultivars & species £25  £3 £9 £9  
TOTAL       

 

Name ……………………………………………..……...………………..…………………………… 
 

Address ……………………………………………..…………………………………………............. 
 

………………………………..……………………………………..… Postcode ………....…………. 

*Please note: International economy is used for ‘Rest of World’  

Payment methods: 
• By cheque payable to the British Pteridological Society - please send with this form.  
• By PayPal - either through a PayPal account OR using a credit card as a one-off 

transaction. Please add a small charge of 5% to cover PayPal costs. 
• Direct payment through your bank account using either BIC – NWBKGB2L or  

IBAN – GB06 NWBK 538116 82258813, or for overseas members, by way of an 
International Girobank Order in Sterling. 

 
Total Amount for Publications    £ ......................... 

If PayPal payment (5% of total to be added)  £ ......................... 

TOTAL AMOUNT       £ ........…............. 

PAYPAL PAYMENT - Please send me a PayPal invoice. My e-mail address is:- 
 
....................................................................................................................................... 

Please send orders to:  Pat Acock, 13 Star Lane, St Mary Cray, Kent England BR5 3LJ 
or e-mail: BackNumbers@eBPS.org.uk 

mailto:BackNumbers@eBPS.org.uk
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Reading Circle & e-Reading Circle 

After the untimely death of Tim Pyner, the 
reading circle ground to a halt. I am keen 
for this to restart, and I am now in receipt 
of the American Fern Journal and 
Fiddlehead forum. 
 
Likewise, the Society also receives 
various electronic publications, 
which I’ve made available via a 
Dropbox account for members to 
access. These currently include 
newsletters from The Australian 
Fern Study Group, CREW (South 
Africa), Nederlandse 
Varenvereniging and the  
Western Australia  
Fern Society. 
 
If you would like to be included in the reading 
circle, or would like access to the electronic 
newsletters, please email Secretary@eBPS.org.uk. 
 
 

Merchandise 

Items on our website are available for purchase year-round, and many of these 
items make great gifts for all the special people in your life! We have some new 
items, including personalised BPS trowels. You can order online using the link 
below: 

https://ebps.org.uk/merchandise/ 

 

and Finally – 

 

mailto:Secretary@eBPS.org.uk
https://ebps.org.uk/merchandise/


16  

Armchair Fern Field Trip!  

 
 

 
On a wall not far from me!  

Asplenium ceterach 

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum 

Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 

Asplenium ruta-muraria 

Asplenium scolopendrium  

The gardeners to the adjacent flats have resisted clearing the wall and when we 
explained the ferns to the tenants, they are so far the proud guardians of them. May 
it continue! 
Laurence Sutton  


