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Mark’s Ferny Thoughts
A happy new Year to you all. Let us hope that this will be a much more normal one for us all,
and we will be able to hold the meetings you will see listed below.
Thanks to Pat Acock for his piece on local Polypodiums in this edition
If you have any ideas for future editions or would like to contribute something (please) for the next
one, I will be very happy to accept it.
You can email me on: markgborder@btinternet.com

As growth in the garden is still a little while away, a couple of
things hinting at what is to come, from my greenhouse. Left.
Cyathea cooperi unfurling its first frond of 2022, now in its 9th
year from BPS spore and Rumohra adiantiformis that may
well be escaping its basket this year,

Polystichum aculeatum

update.

My little comment about this species and its short lifespan down in the Hastings/Bexhill area prompted more response
than anything else so far in these newsletters.
All the responses were of opposite experiences to that I am experiencing. This leads me to wonder if, either there is
something down her that the species does not like—it does not grow further south than Frant and, as was pointed out to me
by a couple of people, that colony has been known for many years. Or there is something missing from here that the plant
needs. I am also aware that my problems with it may not be unconnected with Fern Weevil. Especially as initially I thought it
only attacked Polypodiums, so they were the only things that were sprayed. Now I learn they attack everything other than
Blechnum (as was) I am enlarging the spraying regime.

Polypodium in North West Kent

By Pat Acock

I have walked St Pauls Cray Common regularly all my married life, fifty plus years ago and even occasionally before.
Clive Jermy told me that there was a lot of Dryopteris carthusiana in the wood and Geoffrey Kitchener told me that there
was a colony of Onoclea sensibilis there. Searching I managed to find both. The woodland in this part of Kent seem to only
generate two or three species of ferns: bracken and either or both Dryopteris filix-mas and/or Dryopteris dilatata.
St Pauls Cray Common woods are on the Blackheath beds of a very old river estuary so you can imagine my joy of
finding the above two ferns but also a Asplenium scolopendrum ‘Crispum’ and a Dryopteris affinis.

St Pauls Cray P. interjectum one of the original 6.

Moving on to about twelve to
fifteen years ago you can imagine my
surprise to stumble across a Polypodium
interjectum on a 1987 Storm fallen oak. It
was quite a large tree and a fairly large
colony of thirty to forty fronds not ten
feet from the path where we often enter
the woods. This begs the question of
whether I am not very observant or
whether the trees need to be fallen a
certain time before they are ripe for colonization. Now looking a little more closely
passing these fallen giants a year or two
later I found a second colony and then
they came in thick and fast with a third
colony this time less than thirty yards
from the first colony very close to the
road where we enter the woods. This
time it was Polypodium vulgare.

In all, in these two
years I found six colonies four
of P. interjectum and two of
P. vulgare. Two of the P. interjectum were within a yard
of the paths’ edge! One Saturday Grace had one of her
Girls’ Brigade Meetings and I
determined to explore one of
the bramble filled understoreys. A small stream ran partially through the far edge of
the wood and here I found
five colonies of P. interjectum
but this time they had ventured on to the large boughs
of live oak trees between
eight and twelve feet off the
ground.

. St Pauls Cray P. interjectum another of the original 6.

During the Covid year of 2020 with many more families using the woods and children climbing along the
fallen trunks we rapidly lost one of the P. interjectum colonies and my first finding was down to three fronds but
with mollusc damage now to a single, fortunately large frond.

In 2021 St
Pauls Cray Common,
with usage of the
woods back to normal they are being
restored to their
more natural state.

St Pauls Cray P. vulgare one of the original 6.

During the last few years I walked in Lullingstone Park about a mile from my village of St Mary Cray and found a large
colony of mixed P.interjectum and P.
vulgare on much smaller live trees. This
time the underlying soil was the chalk of
the North Downs. I would like to think
these plants were only just colonising
with the warmer winters and it was not
my observation skills letting me down. I
am also noting that I am seeing Asplenium scolopendrum very much more frequently but that is another story

My first colony devastated by children climbing on tree trunk

Right—My first colony the only other 2021early emerging frond surviving mollusc damage.

Egerton Park,
Bexhill
Just back from the sea
front at Bexhill is Egerton
Park. This is a pretty traditional small municipal
park with tennis courts, a
boating lake, pleasure
gardens around another,
small, connected lake,
areas for games , a children’s play area, (I wish
they had this sort of
equipment when I was a
child) and an outside
gym.
In the evenings it is also
a haunt of some of the
local drug dealers and
vandals and most years
there are reports of kids
throwing stones at the
baby swans on the lake,
and seagulls taking most
of the ducklings. In other
words a pretty normal,
small town park.
The fern interest is pretty
poor, just one area of
Dryopteris, however, it
makes up for this lack
with what you see in the
photos. Even better, this
sculpture has recently
been cleaned up, oiled
and repaired, so is looking at its best.

Detail of the fern fronds above and following.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 7th May
Netherfield and Winchelsea, East Sussex
Meet at 10 for 10:30, Leader Steve Munyard
June 18th and 19th
Wisley Societies Show
Sat 9-5:30 and Sun 9-5—Leader Jude Lawton
July 23rd and 24th.
Wisley—Big Fern Event and carnivorous Plant weekend.
From 10am Leader Julian Reed
September 3rd
Netherfield Woods and Garden visit—My garden and/or a new (to us) Bexhill garden
Meet at 10:30. Leaders Peter Clare and Paul Ripley
October 17th
Autumn end of season meeting
Meet at 10:30, Visiting Paul Reddy ant Great Yalding, followed by Lunch and talks. Leader Julian Reed.

Other, non-Society events:
October 1st and 2nd—Great Dixter Plant Fair
October 8th.—National Collection of Polystichum and Polypodium Open Day— At Kemsing. Start 10:30

Local field trip—Manor Barn Gardens

Part 1

Historical information from Bexhill Old Town Preservation Society web site.
Manor Barn Gardens are situated in the Old Town of Bexhill
There has been a Manor building on this site from just after the conquest to 1967 when the main building was demolished. Why it was left las you see it below I do not know. At it’s height, the Manor House included 7 Reception
Rooms, 19 bedrooms, eight bathrooms, 2 cottages, a garage block and detached ballroom (the Manor
Barn).

The oldest remains of the
Manor House date to around
1250.
Today the local Operatic Society use one of the outbuildings and the old Ballroom is
available for weddings and
other functions. Speed
Awareness courses are regularly held there. As I discovered a couple of years ago—
much more interesting than I
had imagined it would be.
Right—The back of the Ballroom.

The ferns here include
those that have colonised the
building walls, British species that
appear to have been planted and
subsequently found themselves
new homes, and exotics.
The colonisers are the expected species, although one I
would have expected is missing.
Asplenium scolopendrium is
widely scattered on the walls, less
so Asplenium ruta-muraria and
there are a couple of Dryopteris
filix-mas where guttering has
cracked. Asplenium ruta-muraria
is much more common on the
walls around the nearby old church.
Asplenium trichomanes is, as far as I
can see, entirely absent .
For the cultivar lovers
amongst us, we have a planting of
several Polystichum setiferum
’Divisilobum’ shown above, but that
is all unfortunately.
Examples of normal P. setiferum are planted in several spots as is
Dryopteris filix-mas, which is one
that seems to be spreading under its
own steam ,with several young
plants against one of the walls, under a hedge.
At the base of one of the sets
of steps are a couple of decent sized
clumps of a Polypodium, my guess is interjectum but I’m not going to argue the point!
A couple of Dicksonia antartica are, for me, the highlight of
the exotic ferns. You will have to wait for part 2 for photos of
these.
The photo above shows the lowest part of the garden. Several ferns have been planted here, including a good sized mat of
Austroblechnum penna-marina. I was not going to paddle down
to remind myself of the others, but I seem to remember Cytomium being there. Confirmation next time.
Our doctors is just over the road, so I wander here if my
wife has any appointments and we meet back at the (now charging, but you can at least, get in) car park.

A possible future field trip? Certainly a future Local write-up.
Pre Covid my wife was given, as a Christmas present, a voucher for Afternoon Tea (3 tier plate rack with various sandwiches, scones, cream and various cakes as shown below) at The Orangery, Ashburnham Place, between Battle and Herstmonceaux. After several re-bookings we finally managed to indulge a couple of weeks ago and very pleasant it was. We took our
daughter-in-law and eldest grandson along as well and after eating had a little wander around to look at the lake, spot deer
etc.
I was very surprised at the number of ferns that were around. The highlight for me being the Adiantum capillus-veneris

From the front of the main building—it is a Christian retreat now—is the typical Stately Home expanse of driveway,
split into two levels with wide steps, overlooking the lake, flanked by two stone Greyhound-like dogs on the balustrade. This
takes you down to some grass (Alfie found a football laying there which kept him amused for a while), the road out and more
lawn sloping down to the lake. Although we didn't walk down there I suspect that many of the large clumps of brown foliage
may well be Osmunda regalis

The lake from the
steps.

Afternoon tea with Alfie.

Back to the Adiantum. There were several
clumps growing out of the lower retaining
wall, to the left of the steps as you looked
towards the house. Many had died back but,
as you see, green was to be found. They
seemed to be in a pretty exposed situation,
with only a wooden seat just in front of them
offering any shade. It will be interesting to go
back in the summer and see just how much
sun they do get. I did not see any other areas
where they were growing, but I could only
give a quick look while walking with the family.
Other ferns included planted exotics
and native species that had colonised the
walls. I will elaborate more on these in a future edition.

Spotlight on –Doodia
The genus Doodia consists of 18 species according to The 2018 Checklist of Ferns and Lycophytes of the World. In
2011 Christenhusz et al sunk the genus into Blechnum, but it was resurrected when Blechnum was split up in 2016, causing
lots of label re-writing! The genus was named after the British botanist Samuel Doody (1656—1706).
I have grown 3 species of Doodia for many years, well over 20, all from BPS spores. I believe they are correctly identified as two of them fit the descriptions and photos I have seen, while the other is certainly different from the first two!
More importantly, no-one, not even Tim ever said they were incorrectly labelled.
Those I have are: Doodia media, Doodia caudata and Doodia australis. These are growing in a raised bed just outside the kitchen, backed by the fence, so are in a sheltered position. Most years they stay wintergreen but last winter, that
cold snap right at the end caught them badly and all the fronds were crisped and brown. I really thought I had lost them,
however they all recovered and are now doing fine again. Although the photos may not give that impression. But that is
mainly because I did not remove the old, dead fronds, plus I took these very recently, when not at their most photogenic

Doodia media
Not showing its very distinctive bright red new fronds.
Although the largest of the three growing here I have had to take off a few side crowns to make room for the other
ferns in this bed.
I have planted a couple from Mick Craddock’s collection elsewhere in the garden that I will allow to spread as they
wish.

Doodia australis (assuming it is)
Not the tidiest of growers. It is fighting
with Cystopteris diaphana (which I see
from the BPS spore list is now a subspecies of C. fragilis). I think some crowns of
both will have to be removed very soon.

Doodia caudata.
The extended pinnae at
the tip can be seen clearly
towards the bottom right but
are common to all the fronds.

Doodia sp.
This is the plant from Mick Craddock’s
collection.
To me it appears different from the other
species. The pinnae on the fertile fronds seem
further apart and the whole plant seems more
open and airy.
This might be down to growing conditions
so it will be interesting to see how it develops
over the coming seasons.
Of course, if any of you recognise the species and can let me know, I will be very grateful.

