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Edition 6— May 2022 

Mark’s Ferny Thoughts  

 Welcome to the May edition. I hope you have not suffered any fern losses over the winter and 

that your plants are underway for this season. The biggest problem I have again is rain, or the lack of 

it. I have already almost emptied the three water butts I have and that’s without using them in the 

greenhouse, that has been hosepipe only. Perhaps I am going to have to move to growing Cheilan-

thes and their relatives. 

If you have any ideas for future editions or would like to contribute something (please) for the next 

one, I will be very happy to accept it. 

You can email me on: markgborder@btinternet.com 

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

The Couple that got away! 

 After being in this house for nearly 10 years I final-
ly succumbed to my wife’s pressure that it was time we 
did some decorating, starting in the Living room and 
hallway (which is also access to all the rooms in the Bun-
galow). We had decided on a colour scheme, Magnolia 
walls, Terracotta and Ochre for the frame and doors of 
the fitted cupboards either side of the chimney breast. 

 Then we visited Dunelm Mill for some curtains. Unfor-
tunately, try as I might, I could not persuade my wife that 
the curtains above would be perfect for the room, and the 
cushions (does anyone know the point of scatter cushions?) 
would be perfect on the new settee and armchairs we have 
ordered. 

 For anyone interested, we ended up with dark red 
curtains. 



St Pauls Cray P. interjectum one of the original 6.  

. St 

An Unexpected Success (so far) 

 A couple of years ago, due to lack of space for overwintering in the greenhouse I decided to take a chance 

and plant out a small pup of Dicksonia squarrosa in the dampest part of the garden. 

 Greatly to my surprise it sailed through the first winter until the cold snap at the start of spring which 

browned and crisped all the fronds. I assumed it was dead until I spotted two small fronds in mid summer. 

 This last winter it has done even better, no damage at all and, as you can see above  with the largest frond, it 

was quickly into growth and there is another frond unfurling now. 

 It has had no additional protection  over either winter, and only occasional extra watering, but the area its 

planted in was a pond which I lined with old compost bags before filling it in and there is a small temporary stream 

that runs near it after heavy rain. 

 



 

St Pauls Cray P. vulgare one of the original 6.  

Spotlight on: Lophosoria quadripinnata 

 This has to be one of the most magnificent ferns we can grow in our gardens, up there with Dicksonia 

antartica and the various Woodwardia species. 

 A quick Google search confirms that it is in the family Dicksoniaceae and is found in Cuba, Mexico to Chile 

including Juan Fernandez Islands. Its common name (which I had never heard before) is “Diamondleaf Fern” 

 Martin Rickard in his recent book Ferns for a cool temperate climate notes a variety Contracta from south-

ern Ecuador which has fronds 200 x 25 cm. stipe, rachis and pinnae midribs covered in brown hairs. Wikipedia 

also states that the spores are slightly larger and the morphology of the gametophytes differ, but does not state 

how. 

My plant in the gar-

den, protected by 

the fence 



 

Underside of frond 

New Frond unfurling 

 Martin mentions a third possible taxon 

but gives no details, Wiki mentions a variety 

quesadae A. Rojas from Costa Rica and Panama, 

originally described by Rojas-Alvarado in 1996 

as Lophosoria quesadae. 

 

 Lophosoria has a long evolutionary histo-

ry going back to the early Cretaceous period. 

Spores of the genus Cyatheacidites correspond 

very well with Lophosoria spores, implying that 

our genus was present in the southern part of 

Gondwana. 

 In 1998 Cantrill described fossilised 

fronds from the early Cretaceous (Aptian) of 

Antarctica which contained spores. The preser-

vation was good enough to allow identification 

to species level. He described this find as Lo-

phosoria cupulata, changed when published to 

Lophosoria cupulatus. I don’t know why the sub-

tle change. 

 

 Going by the comments on the various 

Facebook fern forums, this is a species that 

many growers are desperate to add to their 

collections, as I once was, and for obvious rea-

sons. To grow it near the top of a bank, and to 

be able to look up at the frond undersides must 

be wonderful.  Unfortunately I have to make do 

with just lifting the frond up. Still its well worth 

all the effort! 



Polystichum setiferum ‘Tripinnatum’ Group  - I am referring to this as ‘Tindley’s Feather 

 Most ferns when unfurling or newly unfurled, in my opinion look at their best but I have seen few that can beat this 

plant that Peter Tindley gave me some years ago. It has not produced any side crowns nor has it produced any bulbils but I do 

have a few (sadly only a few) sporelings coming along. I hope these will be true to type as I would love to get this spread 

around, They are looking promising so far.  



Manor Park Gardens Part 2—Spring has Sprung and the flooding has dried up. 

 No ferns in this 

shot but I couldn't resist 

this Wisteria in full 

bloom. 

Right—Asplenium ruta-muraria 

self sown on the garden wall 

 

Left—Asplenium scolopendrium 



Above and below, self-sown natives growing in very heavy shade (hence the need for the flash) under evergreen bushes on 

the other side of the wall from the Wisteria above. 



 

 

I love Tree Ferns, so you have two Dicksonia antartica These are the two largest in the gardens. There are also a couple of 

much smaller specimens. Given the current price of these I am slightly surprised that no-one has tried to pinch the smaller 

plants. 



 In the bed surrounding the flooded pond shown in 

the last edition we have, above, Austroblechnum penna-

marina. I will let Mr. Munyard confirm which sub-species 

as I know he is good on these, and below one of the 

Cyrtomiums—I assume Cytomium falcatum but am hap-

py to be corrected. 

Above, Athyrium nipponicum. Unusual to see the 

“normal” green form planted rather than one of the 

many coloured forms. There are several of these 

planted just down the slope from the Tree Ferns. 



 Above is, in one way, the most disap-

pointing area of the gardens—a fully enclosed sub

-tropical garden with a very large clump of 

Cordyline. a couple of different palms, a Tetrapa-

nax, Aloes Musa bajoo, salvias and a number of 

things I am not familiar with, but not a fern in 

sight! To me its screaming out for a couple of 

Woodwardia, some large Blechnums. Onychiums, 

and perhaps a Lophosoria or two. 

 

 Left and on the next page are some of the 

large clumps of Dryopteris filix-mas that I imagine 

go back to when the house still existed and was 

lived in. It would be interesting to know if they 

were planted against the walls and by the various 

steps or they were self sown and the gardeners 

just decided to leave them to break up the harsh 

lines of the stone work, Either way they seem 

pretty happy. 

 

 Should you wish to visit by car, you need 

the Ringo app to be able to park The code is 

15626. 



Happy ferning and see you in the next edition. 


